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T O' T H E 



READER. 



S fuperfluou8asPr£/ac« 
feem, yet there is one 
Thing which makes it 
in a manner neceflary 
to prefix a few Lines 
to this Volume^ in regard there is an 
Occafion given by the Objeiftions 
fome Gentlemen have been lately 
pleafcd to make agajnft the Style of - 
the Englijh Tranllation. Thefe Pcr- 
fons having by a very coftly Inquifi- 
tivenefSj found ^nd procur'd the Ita- 
lian Copy of the Letters, and com- 
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To the Reader. 

par^d them with the Englijh^ pick 
many Faults in the latter, which they 
wou^d fain improve to the leflening 
theReputation of the T^urkijh Spy^ot 
at leaft to the heightning of their 
own Charadters, as Wits and Criticks^ 
Majlers of Languages, and the Grand 
Patentees of Human Sen/e. 

I N the firft place they fay, the 
J/^//^«Tranflation keeps clofe to the 
Original Arabick ; whereas the Eng-- 
Itjh abounds too much with Angli^ 
cifms^ which are not fufEcient to ex- 
prcfs the jiutbor's Primitive Senfe. 
te* How impoflible a thing it is, to 
pleafe all People in Undertakings of 
this Nature ! Formerly they were of- 
fended that fo many u^urkijh and -^- 
rabick Words were left untranflated. 
And that being anfwered in the Pre- 
face to the Fourth Volume , they have 
now formed New Arguments out of 
that very Anfwer, to alTault us on the 
contrary Side, and tax us with being 
xooV ernacular. 'Tis true, the X^/f^rx 
they have fent to the Bookfeller on 
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To the Reader. 

this Account, are not fubfcrib'd a£ 
length : Yet, by Accident, one of the? 
Gentleniens Hand- writing is known^ 
And tho^we acknowledge him to be 
an ingenious Perfon, and a Man of 
Learning y yet I believe he would be 
unwilling his Letter fhould here be 
expos'd in Print (or the Orignal 
fhew*d to fome that know him, and 
perhaps may claim an equal Rank 
among the Criticks.) 

But to come to the Purpofe 5 I 

Jiave often heard Tr^ ;j^j^/V«x blamed 

for keeping too clofe to the Original 

Phrafe ; but never any, before thisy 

for a Negligence that is abfolutely 

tieceflary to retain the Senfe of a Fo-. 

reign Author. All the World knows 

there is a vaft Diftance between A- 

rahick and Xht Lar^ti ages oi Europe ^ 

and if the Italian T^ranjlator was 

more exadt in forming his Words up 

to a near Imitation of the Rajiern 

. Proprieties of Speech, no doubt but 

impartial Men will rather cetifure it 

as a Fault, than cry it up for an Ex- 
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Z^ A&f Reader. 

cellency; fince nothing founds well 
in any Language^ which is not de- 
livered in the Natural Idiom. Every 
thing ought to be vrvit in as famili- 
ar ^ Style as we difcourfe; efpecial- 
ly Letters^ which are But a Proxy- 
Method of converfing at a Diftance. 
And he that tranflates out of one 
Language into another, ought to aim 
chiefly at this, that he be fure to re- 
tain the Original ScnfCy and render it 
fmooth and eafy to the Reader. The 
Flowers of Arabia and Italy ^ when 
once tranfplanted to our barren Eng;- 
hjb Solly lofe their Virtue and Beau^ 
ty, till they are naturalized : What 
then muft we cxpe6t from theii: 
Weeds? Doubtlefs, there are fome 
Peculiarities in sll Languages 5 and 
to tranflate Verbatim from fo remote 
a ^onguey would found as harfh as 
French does in an Englipman'^ 
Mouth, when he pronounces it as 
'tis writ. 

W H A T I have mbre to fay, is, 
that as this Volume contains ^Kifiory 



To the Reader. 

of Things tranfaaed within the Me- 
mory of moft Men now living ; fo the 
two fucceeding Homei fall down low 
er and nearer to the prefent Times: 
Giving an Account of Events whero- 
of many have been Eye-witnefles, 
^ and wherein not a few have had a 
Perfonal Share either by way of 
Adion, or fufFering Profit or Da- 
mage; which muft needs afford De- 
light to thinking Men ; fince there 
is nothing more agreeable to Mor- 
tals, than to refled: on the former 
Faflages of their Lives according to 
that of the Foet : 

Hc^jC olim meminijfe jwvabit. 

Besides, for the farthef Encou- 
ragement of the candid Reader^ he 
may affure himfelf, that towards the 
Gonclufion of the Laft Volumey he 
will meet with fcveral Secrets be- 
tween the French and 7i/r>&//Z? Courts, 
which will difcover the true Source 
of the Prefent War between the£/w- 

A 5 perQT 



To the Reader. 
^eror of Germany and the Grand 
Signior^ and give aGlimpfe of the 
private Machinations and Springs 
which, have put all Europe into the 
Hurly-burly 'tis now in. 

I HAVE but this more to fay, 
that we hope to be more fpeedy in 
publifhing the Remainder of thcfe 
Letters, than we have hitherto be«i 
in the Former Volumes. Reader, 
Adieu. 
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t E T T E H I. 

Mahmut tbc Arabian af l^aris,. /(?. Dgnct 
Oglou, i&« Fir/tf»4 a$ Conftaatlnople. . 

T makes me ftiiilb fbmetimes when 
I refldft^how oFteh I 'was put* to it 
for an Addrefs fuitable to the Man- \ 
ncrS'Cf the Naxarefie*y-^nd t\it pari 
•tk?«fer Mode of Pi7r/j wheir I fiA 
ttprivVI at this- City: For, thou know- 
eft we had* other Eniploymclitsi than- to* learn 
F4fh»n's and'Conge's at Faftrm: The Mind ' 
of a- Skve »- dejeSod nhder' the Gircumftancei 
of' iii8 U^tl^ltyf b .AiAt-he'ht3iiofr*'LeBfttre to 

B regard 
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2 Letters Writ by Vol. VL 

regard anv Thing, but how to accompllfh his daUyr 
Talk, and to plesde his Patron. All hb Study and 
Care is bent upon this, and there's no Room left 
for generous ^hdughti; neither has he Means or 
Courage to venture on Prqje^, or improve the 
prefent Occurrences in order to his future Happi- 
ncG. Nay, he hardly dares chink of ever being 
happy again.* This was my Cafe, and I beUeve 
'twas not much better with thee. 

Yet,notwithftanding'aU the rigorous Ufage I had, 
the Baftinadoes, Kicks, Bruifes, Cuts and Wounds, ^I 
receiv'd from the Hands of that barbarous Giafer, my 
Mafter, which made me Sometimes incapable of do- 
ing him any Service by Day, or of taking any Reft 
myfclf by Night, I was refolv'd to find fome fpare 
Time for Books. I rofe early, and went late to ileep ^ 
neglecting no Moment, wherein J could apply my- 
^If to Study. The Acquaintance I had with that 
Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of fingukr Ad- 
vantage to me in this ICind : Eof^ thou may*ft re- 
member, he was well llock*d with many ancient and 
learned Treatifes. He fumMh*d nie with Pj5^/^rr^, 
FolybiuSy StrabOf Pliny99Xid,Qt\i'^tHiftcries. All which, 
and many more, I devoured with Greedinefs ; for 
I liad a ^rong Appetite to Knowledge. And after 
my Redemption, I pafs'd away fome Time in the 
JcaditTiiis^ Where I leam'd the knotty Tricks qf 
Logicki how to fplit Moods and Figures, and chain 
one impertinent Syllogifm to the' Tail' of another to 
Eternity. I alfoTun through 'a Courfe of /^/^'/^> • 
^^y. and other Scietues* Neither was I alto^^ther 
ignorant of Men : . For the reading: of ^ HiSories 
fitf a Man the beeper to make . ptna^ical Eji^rj- 
ments iij the Affairsofjthe World. Tq which alio 
Pkilofophy is OQt a little; h^lpfal, in di recking , ouf ; 
Qbfcrvations on tl^e. varV>us;3romiiei|E»f;of Fco^e^'n 
Mens perfonal Difpofitioni^ aoid $idguLfirities,' withr 

the Humours and CuilomR vP^^ife^.tfit^^^Jpfi . 

that 
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that Nation. For thcfc Things depend many timei 
oni the Difference of the Climate, the Nature of the 
Soif; the Qualities of the Air, and th,e Manner cf 
their Diet. 

But neither tiifiary, Logick, or Fhilofophy^ were 
able to cfiace the Impreffionj-of my early Years, or 
untcach me the Manners in which I had been educa- 
ted from my Infancy. I hroxx^x. Arabia and Con- 
fianttnopk along with me even to ?nr%s. And be- 
catjfc 1 had hpti been ufed to diflcmble the ProfeiTion 
«nd Carriage of a Mujulman, during my ThraJdrom 
in Sitiij^ I was at a Lofe in my Deportment, whea 
I came firft hither. . 

How often have I been like to difcovcr my fclf 
by- pronouncing the facred Bifmillab, either when 
I fat down to eat, or put a Glafs of Water to my 
Lips ; or when I began any other Aftion of Impor- 
tance? So Hkewife in uttering the Handiilah^ after 
9r Repaft, or when any Thmg happen'd which 
prompted me to praife God. 

When I met any of my Acquaintance ia the 
Streets, I was apt to forget that I had a Hat on. And 
inftead of putting <M that, according to the Fafhion 
of the Franks^ 1 laid my Hand on my Brcafl, and 
fometimes bow'd fo low, that my Hat fjcll off from 
my Head, before I was fenfiWe of my Error. 

l^ I had Occafion to addrefs my felf to a Pcffon 
of Quality, I was ready to take np the Bottom of 
his cloak/ Gowii, or Robe; and to kifs it in Token 
of Reverence, as the Cuftoib is in the Eaftt when 
wc falute the Grandees, Nay, fometimes I could 
ridt forbear falling on my Knee, or proflrate on the 
Ground before Qirdinal RiMieu, and thofe of his 
high. Dignity. All which, ncverthelefs, palTed on- 
1^ for Clownifhn^s^ and Want of courtly Educa- 
tion, which' teaches the nice Pun&ilio^t of Addrefs. 
They took mc for a IQind oF M^/djz'ian Ruftick , 

• ' . •■ '••• • • '^ Bz ■ • vfi\\^' 
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lyithQut any- further Jealoufy. Or perhaps they. 
finU^d at all, this, as fomc lingular Caprice or Hu- 
mour, like that of the Philofopher faficUs^ who 
coming to falute a great Captain, and the Cerexno- 
ny of thofe Times requiring him tp touch the Cap- 
taints Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals^ At 
which the Captain being affronted, and thniiUng 
his Hand away with fcornful Words, WJjaii fays, 
the Philofopher i does not that Part hejong to you as 
tofll as your Kncts f It often diverts my MeloiichoJy, \ 
to confider how many Errow of this. JCind Ihs^ye 
committecL not through Jgnojapcc, or ar|y Cyni^^' 
Humour, but only in pure Overfight^ and Forget", 
fttlneis. 

It was a long Time ^Ve I could frame tscj Fingers 
to handle a Knife andForIc, at Meals, as is the univer- 
fal Cufion^ in thefe Weflern Parts ; whereas thov 
knoweft, we make ufe c^ no other Infirutnents in 
Eating, but our fingers ^md Teeth, Whence it vfas, 
that I could not Sometimes fpfbear.. thrusting my 
Hand into a whole Di^i of ^eaf ; which is .counted 
a great Indecenqr in; kranee. And ^ter X ^s^ recon- 
ciled to thofe nicer tnfbruments of yoluptuoufhefs, 
fo as to carve my Meat a la Mode ; yet when once 
I' had it on my own Plate;, I laid aiide thofe Tpols 
as ufdefs, and tore it afunder v^ic^ my Fingers ai^ 
Teeth, feeding a la Turcejque, as the F^/n/bo^^ it, 
that is, like a il/i^ABf«?ff. ; . :^ , 

Neverttclcfs, no Body fufpe^cd n\o; but all, 
thefe Mifcarriages ]^(k^d^£ir MplJaf^ia^ ^ Bar.bari/ms^ , 
the falvage Cuiioms of that my fuppofed Country.. 
I tell thee, that tho* the N^nne;r of Eatifig amofig 
the French, feems to have fpmething ippre of| Neat- 
nefs and Delicacy in it; yet it appears ful} of Soft- 
nefs and Luxury, and I cannot in J^leafi^fi pi%ier{i^ t<^ 
the more natural and iimple; M/stV^ ^fJ^Wh "^^4 >A* 
the Eaft. Neither would xhz Frfficff' t)\^f^lvft 
cpndcmn us for Salvages in this Point, as they com- 
monly 
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inonly do, did they but confider, that this NeglV 
gcncc very well becdmes Men of the Sword; an4 
thi^t in their Campaigns, their oVvn Generals are 
ambitious to appear careleis in every thing relating 
to their Body. 

Doubtlefe, the ancient Rokans, who brought the 
greateft part df the World under their Power, 
fhun'd all Fineffes in Diet and Apparel ^ till fuch 
time as th^r Manilets wer'e debauchM, and their Em- 
pire in iti Declinfc. Our Annals recdrd. That when 
SuUan Selim lay doWn with his Army before a cer- 
Itain Place , and the Governor of the Town fci^t 
Cbmmiflianei** to f reit with him about a Surrender; 
thfey found hinfi at t)inner, which confillcd only of 
two or three Onions, a little Salt and Bl-ead. 

Hiflo^^s alfo relate of the faithful Omary Succeilbr 
'of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army 
not'fkr from Jerufalem, the Nazarem Prince who go- 
verned that City, fent a % uito the Hoft of the Muf- 
''fultnaftSyXb ol^ferye their Difcipline,, and bring hijqii 
'a Bvely'Charafter Af tljelr Generad. ' The Spy wei\t 
'^jtccprcfing \q Hs Mailer's Order j and having tarried 
Toihe.Tinie'in iii^, Jralf{an(^mipf returned again, 
and diiis fpoke to the Governor. 
- '^ It^wiil not be heedful to recount every thing J 
^* bbierved among th'efe Soldiers; fince by what ^ I 
** Ihall tiy of. their Leader, thou may'tt compr«- 
^* tend the 'Manners- of them all : For they <i)cy 
•*. him,, .ajid follow his Example in every thing, 

with eXquifiteJSilence and -Mode fly. , I faw QmMr 
. their Prince, at the Head of. his Arrhy , fitting 

on a Camet, nis Face tawny and fcorch^d by the 

Sun, ip a Veft, ^i .fjrjian. Cotton, girded about 
^* with a Belt of Leather, at which hung aCymetar 
*' and Dagger, witji a Khapftck tied, behind him lilcc 
" the mean eft' $KDjdier. J Hiyii' him take out from 
♦* thence hard '.trults of Bread, Ihaking off thja 
*'^ Kufo oT Millet whfch tluck to thexxx ; and faying^ 
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'• In 4he Name of G^d^ he cat heartily of the fame. 
*• Then he drank Water out of a leathern Bottle 

* * hanging by his Side ; and when he had done, he 
" (aid, Praije be to God. All his Army made their 
" Repaft at the fame Time, and in * the 6me Man?- 
** ncr, with 'admirable Tcaaperance, and fuch an 

• Order and Modefty, as I never (aw before, neither 
** can I exprefs. 

When the Prince heard this, he ftood (HII a con- 
Aderable Time, mufing as one aflonlihed. Then tura- 
ing to the Seniors zrA Cbkfotlhs, People who were 
.prefent, be faid, " It is neceflary that we furiender 
•* our City to thcfe People ; for they have the 
^* Smifes of Heaven. Their Prophet knd their Lav 
•* oblige 'em to Temperance, Frugality, Obedience, 
.** and a mod eft Deportment. Thcfe Vertues are 
** certain Steps to Vi6bry and Empire. Belidcs, I 
*' have received a Tradition from my Anceftors, That 
•* a People ihall come out of Arabia^ with a new 
*' Law and Religion, which fhall abdifh aO that went 
.*• before it. They fhaJl fuWh^e Pateftim and Egi^t^ 
•* and fliall build Mefques^ wherein their PrayersmsSL 
** found like the Humming of Bees. Their Empire 
«* fhall extend from Eaft to ^^, and to ihe Extn^ 
** miiies of the Earth. This is what I have kai:pMl 
•* from my Forefathers, and which I believe i? now 
*^ coming to pafs. Therefore it will be in vain XlO 
•* refiit thefe Men ; for they are invincible by a 
*• Decree from above. 

Thofe that were about him, did not approve thf 
Counfel of this wife t^azarene. However, he fent 
to Omar, and obtained Favour for hlmfelf and his 

Family. 

Thou wilt (ay, Tm got wide of the Mark of my 
£rft Difcourfe, which related to my feif, and not 
to any of the primitive Caiiphs: But *tis impoffible 
to reftrain our Thoughts from roviog. Some fay, 
they hang together like the Links of a Chain; and 

tha; 
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that one Idea being faflened to another in our Me- 
mory, we mufter them in Rank and File, according 
to their proper Order, when we think , or make 
Reflexions. God knows how *tis. This I am fure 
of. That when I write to my Friends, I fludy not 
to make an elaborate Speech on^t, as if I were pen- 
ning an Oration ; but purfuing my firfl Intention 
•t Random, I run on, letting one Thought and 
Word beget another. 

. But I was telling thee how great a Bungler I was 
at firft in all the Ceremonies and Manners of the 
Franks^ whichdifferfrom thofe^of the fi?/. I was 
9S much to feek in my Addreis, as an Afs would be 
to play on a Lute^ according to the Roman Proverb : 
Yet Time and Practice rcndcr'd all thcfe Things 
^miliar and eafy. Now, methinks, Tm a thorow- 
pacM Nazareni as to my Exterior. I go to the 
JCoqrt and the Templet with as much feeming For- 
mality as the Cbriftians^ whilil, God knows, my 
Heart II fomewhere eKe: All my Anions are out 
pi their natuial Byafs, fo long as X am ablent from 
the Society diTrup Bilitvirs. 

In a Wosd, Vm foic^d to imitate the Fox, which 
Creature, when it is cnvironM wldi Huntjmen aijd 
Dogx, counterfeits a Barking like the latter, an«i 
fo paflTes nndifcover'd for one of their Cooapaay . 

^ari", 34^ of the ^tb Moon, 
0/ the liar 1659. 
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LETTER II. 

To tbe'Kth Effcndi, or Principal Secreta- 
ry of the Ottoman Empire. 

I AM at this timt poffefs'd with more Appre- 
henfions and JealouAes, than an old Infidel Ufu- 
rcr. My Lodging afFefts me with greater Melan* 
choly, than would a Prifon. Affd my Uneifincfs Is 
the fame when T go out of DoGri, Evtry Body 
that meets me, looks either as my Accufer or my 
Judge ; And fome appear as terrible as Exettitioncta. 
By Day, my Imagination torments me like a Fnry, 
and by Night, I am* affirighted with melanch<^y Vi* 
fions. I dream 6^f nothing but Racks, WhecU, Savn^ 
Gibbet?, and fach like Inftramcnts of human On* 
elty. Or that 1 am in ibrtie nkric Dungeon, con*- 
dcmn'd to mo>e tjflffu^fcrafcle Tdrtarts, by Order cf 
the State ; Wi*h Gordinnl Massar4ni fktk% hy tctt^ 
like a Spani/h In^ifitor\ and in die xa^ ^^rftfinkiA 
Manner, threatnlng me whh ?ain^ <o whieh th* 
Dantfi'd themfelves are wholly Strangers, if I wii 
ftotconfcfs whrft I am, aiid reveal tht Secrets Witk 
which I ani ^ntrufled. 

The Occafion of thefe Terrors which harrafs mc 
Night and Day, is this : I have for four or fiv# 
Days together found my fclf dogg'd up and 
down Paris y by a Man whofe Face I never faw 
before in my Life. Let me go where 1 will, he*s 
always fome Diftance from me. If I Hand Hill, fo 
does he : Or if 1 turn back , he's quickly at my 
' Heels. I have endeavour'd by all the prudent Me- 
thods I could take to drop him in the Crowd of 
People, or in the Churches: But all in vain; for 
Hill I encounter with the fame Face. He purfues 
UfA like Jny Shadow* Neither Coach nor Boat; Land 

or 



6i Water, Houfc 6r Ajiey, Ctordcd^ me frotn tht^ 
Fellow^s Eyi^, who h tabrt qiiick-fizhted than 
Jrgus, abd nimbler than ^r^fy. He h very 
etindng alfo in this fittfitiefs, and as dextrous b i 
juggler, conveying himfelf when ik pldafes oat oF 
toy Sight; yet prcfently after, he*s itt^view again. 
And if I chance to Idfe him in the ^k, 1 am 
fure to find hiiici not tar fi:om xAi Lodgiiig next 
kdorning. ^ ' '^':7 '^ '. 

This is it which gives me Co mdch KftUrbSnik 
ihd pierces me With a thdufihd Ahideties i ml 
know not wAaC td xonjeftire of this FeDowV'De- 
6gn. SometJmfe 1 think hfe is employ 'd by CahUnal 
Mazarim to watch my Motions, obferve wha< 
Houfes and Company I frequent, and tiace ihe iij. 
all my Appointments. And I atrf the mbre con- 
Arm'd in tlus Sufpicion, when 1 reiScdl on. my fdf- 
mef tmprifonment In this City, jmd the Occafibcf. 
of It. Befides, wheh I went yeAcrday to fee Elia^ 
cbim thfe Jewy this Spark followed md near to the 
Door : And tho- 1 tarried there two ftfft H6urs; yci 
when I ckm^ out, J had not waited a hundred Paces, 
before I faw him again, footing it after me in ^* 
carelefs Manner, wiih his Arms folded, and his 
Eyes fix'd on the Ground,, as if he knew nothing 
of the Mattel. Theft are cotivihcing Circumllanccs^ 
that he is Tct at work by. the Cardinal, or fomc 
body elfe, to difcovcr my fiufmefs. 

But when on the other fide, V confidcr,, that if 
the Cardinal fufpeded me, he niight go i. nearer 
way to work, artd feize me in nly Chamber, whcra 
my Letters would betray me, this Thought va- 
nlihes^ atid I am at a LoG what to thip'k. 

Then comes into my Mind the Encounter I had 

once with my Sicilian' Maiter, who ftrovc to let 

the Rabble upon me in the Streets oi Paris ihvLt 

jriy better Star5 delivered me out of his and theii' 
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Hands* whilH, for ought I Jcnow, he drew iflpon him* 
fclf the Mifchief he defigoM for me. Ho^vever» 
when I reflcA on that Psij[&ge, I am apt to think he 
ihay be. now voiFdrist and having by feme Accident 
feen me go in ^r oot at my Lodgings, contrives how 
to revenge iumfclf on me, and ufes this Fellow^s 
Affiilance in CQn\pafCng his Ends. Perhaps, think 
I, he will catife me to be ihibbM or pifloird at 
Ibme convenient Seafon ; or he will find out fome 
other Wf^i left noify and more- maUcioas to dif- 
|MitcK me. It may be he feeks to entrap me, and 
Tender me obnoxious to the State. I have a thou- 
iuA Imaginations about it, and know nGt what to 
conclude. I value not myfelf, nor am I careful 
to prolong a miferable Life for my own fake. All 
that I can hope to enjoy in tWs World, would come 
&r fhort of tempting me to Ikrcen myfelf from the 
Stroke of Death, by an A6tion unworthy of si 
Philofopher, and a Man. But the Duty and Af- 
f6<^ion I owe to the Grand Signior's Service, makes 
me wilb'ng to live, till I have acquitted myfelf of 
my Province with pcrfeft Succeis, that fo 1 may- 
return to ConftantinopU with Honour : And then I 
care not how foon I poft to that unknown World, 
where all the Generations of Mortals take up their 
eternal Reft: For in this there's nothing but La- 
bour and Grief. 

In the mean time, I know not what Condufl ta 
nfc in this Emergency; Whether I'd belt to fpeak 
to this Fellow, or difTemble my Sufpicion ; whe- 
ther it will be fafe to truft this Event to the gene- 
ral Providence, or to facrifice him that gives me 
b much Difquiet, and fo fecure itij Peace. \ 
could eaiily have him difpatch'd v^thout any faxr 
ther Noife. But then ray Oonfcience would trou- 
Ue me with After-claps, left I fhould have mur- 
tber*d a Man without Reafon, which is exprcfl/ 
fcrbid by the Alcordn, Befides, I Ihould alwaya 

I fiand 
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fbmd in fear of Tome Difeoverv $ I proteft, I am 
at a Lofs for want of am^e tfiflru^kions in fuck 
Cafes as thefe. And I an) weaiy of mentioning 
what I have fo often intimated alrea^k' to the MI- 
niflers of the Par//> without any du«£t An£yer. 
However, I will do what my Reafon foggefts, 
and leave the Event to Deftiny, 

Hftppy Minifter ! the Affairs of this World are 
full of dark Winding;} and Meanders} and we have 
all need of a Guides or a Clew, to condad us thjro* 
*em. May that Omniprefint affift us, whenever we 
are catch'd In a Knot^ or loft m % JUibyrinth of 
Difficulties. 

Fans, ZK^th of the g^h Mooit^ 
fif gbe Tear i6s9< 



LETTER IIL 

fT^ Abdel Mclcc Muli Qm%Vi Preffdeiit 
of the CoWtgt of Sciences at Fez.. 

THY venerable Difpatch I receiv'^d with KilTcs, 
and a Tranfport of Joy. I thrice touchM my 
Eye-lidfi with the Paper of high Eftecm', and as 
oft I laid it to my Bread. I broke up the Seals 
ivith Modefty and Reverence, and my greedy Eyes 
devour'd the Lines of profound Wifdom ; the Scn- 
.icnccs and Aphorifms worthy to be written in Lett 
tcrs of Gold. Then 'twas I blcfs'd the Hour of my 
.Nativity, and the more Jiappy Moment wherein I 
firft Kad the Honour of thy Familiarity and Friend- 
flilp: O thou . lincere and cximious Patron of 
fuch as love, the Sciences I Renowned for thy 
I>C2urmng, and Probity -of Mai^aqra L Prince of -th* 
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Alfdqufi and Dofl^ri I Cr&um of the ^^^^ AJJtm^lj 
of Fhilofofbefi f Orack of the -^^^. 

Gloiy be so Qon^ who hso neither Begmning dr 
End I who afetiv pofi^flb the infinite Exinnfe and 
Life eternal J who ii ador'd bj the IfibMtnnts of 
.BemffM^ o( Earth, and of A//: BenediAlons xm 
Michael, Gabriel, IfrafhUl, hhuriel, JitetnitU Ha/- 
fMfief, and on all the happy Minifteri of his Di- 
vine Majeily i as alfo on the Angel of Dratb, Peace 
to the Trui Believefs on Earth, and Salvation ta 
the DcviU and Damned, after they have actx^mphfh^ 
their penance ki Hell, aiid the Term of Wrath fhafl 
be expii'd. 

An univerfal Charity dilates my Heart ; I em- 
brace whh Love all the Creatares of Gotr. This Is 
owing to the feafonable Arrival of thy Letter : For 
at the Moment when that came, I was plung*d in 
fa deep a Melancholy, that I could hardly a&rd a 
Itind Thought for any thing on Earth, and I pei^ 
fedly hat^d myfeK I have thefe Fits of Sadne& 
often, it being an Effefl of my Conftitution. 

At thofe Sea(bAs Life appears an infuj^p^rtable 
Burthen, and all the BaHle and Noife of Mortals a 
vain Fatigue. My Scnfes, which at other Timet 
adminifter Delight and Pleafure, are now the In- 
ilruments of Angnilh and Paip. Every Thing I 
ftt and hear, difgulls me. I abhor my hece£ary 
JFood. Neither can the fweetfcft Odours, or foftcft 
Strains of Mufick bring me into a better Temper i 
Till Sleep edipfes tl^ Light of my bufy Imagi- 
nation, and puts out every glary Tlwught. Then 
my Soul takes her Repofe'; And ftealing from mf 
Body, enters into the fhady Vale of Vifions, and 
fports with innocent Idea's. Thus having divert- 
ed myfclf with jumbling monftroos Effences toge- 
ther, ayd hurling one Chimsera at another, I rcs 
turn again to my body, and- fighing awake, griev'd 
that I could- no longer llay dn t&t- Mock-W^ld^ 

where 
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K^hta'e I txiuM have wiffiM my Refidcncc for ever, 
• rather fhail in ^|/, i^^liich gives me fo much r6d 
-Pain. Thus 15 my Attgdfh reiiewM with Ac 
- Mbmihg.; Light fa ititJrfc itldbmc to me than DaA- 
Jiels, atid- the Diy which brings Jov to other Mor- 
tals- \i ihore terrible to m6than Nignt, and the Steh " 
£oW of Death. 

I aDmplaia to the filemetits, btrt they will not 
hear or rega^^mfc. All Nature febms to laugh at 
my Affllftion, and the Btafts of the Field triumph 
trrtx ifrtei As ^t IWen, here are none' but Infiieh^ 
iny profefs'd Enemies, to whom I can vent rof 
SofroWs: And Pm'afluuncd to' mike a Woman my 
Cmfiflr; ih.(f it wei« my own Mother, who Kves 
in Parts^ and daily fees me. 

If in this dolorous Condition 1 prepare myffclf 
with the accufloi<i^d Purifications of the Law, and 
' Addreffcs to thfc Omnipotent, I know tiot where to 
find him: Hts Eflence fa unfearchable, and flies 
froim human Thought. 1 cdl him aloud by his 
Ninety-nin'<i adbrable Names, but receive no An- 
fwer. I repeat his incomprehenfible Attributes, 
But ill to no Purpole. Jn'a word, 1 fay ind do all 
that the Law enjoins, the Prophet co'unfels, ho- 
ly Perfons recomonend, or my own Reafon fug- 
fcfts, aCs a proper' Means to obtain the- Favour of 
leaven, 'dnd a Redrefs of niy Calamity : But find 
no* Conifbft: And, for ou^t I krtow," that Spa- 
niard might as foon be heard, who being ignorant 
what Form' xJf Pry er to ufe, rdiears'd the four and 
twenty Letters of the Alphabet, defiringGon to 
form fuch Wbrds out of *em, as bcfE cxprela'd the 
Peritioners Neceflitie?. 

I tell thee, illuftrictas Prdate, after Fm tir'd 
with vocal Devotions, I have recourfe to Con- 
templation. I examine my paft Life^ attd'finid that 
I "myfelf am the Source of my own • Mdancholy, 
in^JiOt fttiftly obeying the Law of the Prophet, 

1 



14 Letters /TnV ^;^ Vol.VL 

the Precepts of the Scnior«^ and the DiAates of my 
Confdcncc: And aU this, for the St^c of W«^g ^ 
the Gran J Sigttior, and in Confidence to the MmJ- 
/i's Difpcnfation. Now I aflt of thee. Whether it 
be hwful to commit a thoufand Vices, that I majr 
onhr acquit myfclf fairly in one Virtue ? Or, to 
think, that m fucli Cafe, the Mufts has Power to 
difannul the exprefe, pofitive Injun^ons of our 
Htfy Lawgiver r Is the Empire of the Faitlfu/to 
be ferv'd by the Infidelity and Prolanencis of Mijt 
fulmans f Or the Truth to be fupported' by Ii« 
and Perjuries?. 

I tremble to thinlc what a Confufion I ihall be 
in, when the Prophet fhall reproach me. That I 
have preferred the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of 
lUwen. I know not what to do. Oh, thajt I were 
in the parching Defarts oiLihyaf or any the moft 
unfrequented Solitude of Eppt I A Comjpanion of 
logons, and other horrid Monllera of Africk'' 
rather than in this Station, which renders my. V\& 
a Hell upon Earth, and torments . me with half the 
Difquiets of the Damned. 

But if this appears too extravaflant and ddj>c- 
rate a Thought, let me at laft wiih m)^elf at fez^ 
the meaneft of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparable 
Mufu Abu) Tahyan, of whom thy laft Letter ^ve fi> 
high a Charafter. I have addrefs'd a Difpatch to 
him, hoping for the Honour of his FricndSiip and 
Correfpondence. 

Let not the Liberty JVe taken to tei] thee of my 
Sadnefs, difcourage thee from writing: But reft at- 
fur'd, that whenever thou ihalt voucbfafe me a 
Letter, though I were in the Agonies of Death,. 
'twould call me back ^againu 

Paris, ^s^h of the ()th Moen., 

fif ike Tear 1659. i 
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LETTER IV. 

To ibe Kaimacham. 

THESE Nazarenes are very fertile m new Re^ 
ligions, Europe is a Wildemcfs over-run with 
aionftrous SeSis and Hirtfies, Eveiy Age products 
frelh Pretenders to Propbicy and Divine Revelation. 
Error is prolifick, and multiplies in£nite]y, whilft 
Truth remains the fame for ever, and is compre- 
hended in a few Rules. 

Of late Years there are a Sort of People fpning up ^ 
in England^ Holland, Germany, and other Parts of 4 
the North, boafting of a new Commi^on given them 
from Heaven, to preach the everlaCUng Truth, re- 
form the Errors and Vices of Mankind, and lead. 
People the only ih^ble Way to Happinefs. Their- 
Addrefs is plain and fimpl^, bold and uniform, 
ufing no other Ceremonies or Compliments in their 
DlfcouHe or Carriage to Perfons of the greatefl 
^ality, than to the Vulgar, and thofe of the moft 
inferior Rank. 

They flyle themfelvcs, The true Seed, the Of- 
Spring of Jacobs Jews of the Promife, Ifraelites 
without Fraudi with fuchlike vain Tides; but by 
others they are generally called fakers. 

They fay, the Ringleader ' of this People, pro- 
fcfles lumfelf to be the MeJJiaSf being in all Parts 
of his Body, and Features ot his Face, like Jefus the 
Son of Mary: Or at leaft, 'tis obferved, that he, 
cxadly refembles the Portraiture of him which 
Publius Lentulus fent to the Senate of Rome out of 
Judea, when he was Governor of that Province, 
Hence his FoUozaers fcruple not to call him Jefus, 
The Beauty of Ten Thoufand, The only begotten Son 
^ God, The Profhtt fobi u to fial up all Things, 

The 
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Tbi Prince 9/ P face. King of Ifrael, J^dge^ Cmfo' 
lation of theWerld. 

When he travels, his Difciples attenJ him fiartf- 
headedy (which thou know^ is a Token of Reve- 
rence among the Franks) yet they never uncover 
to any other Mortal. He rides on Horfeback, whilft 
t&ey walk on Foot before, behind, and on each fide 
of him, fpreading their Garments in the Way thro* 
\^ich he pafles. The Hoofs, of his Beali tread 
only on Silks or other cofUy Sttifis. And as they 
cftter into any Town or City, they chaunt slJoua 
his Praifes, proclaiming him ^be Son ofDavid^ ind 
Heir of the Divine Promifes, 

AH his followers pretend to be PropheU, ,boaft- 
ing of ftrange Illuminations and Raptures, ^foretel- 
ling Things to come, and reproaching the Vices of' 
Governors and the greateft Princes, With a Bold- 
nefs which has but Few Precedents. * In a word, 
they every where preach. That God is laying a 
Foundation of a New Monarchy, which (hall dc- 
llroy all the reft in the World, arid Ihall never have 
an End itfelf. 

This gives a Jealoufy to the States where they 
live, and therefore they are perfecuted in all Places. 
Yet they appear very conftant in their Sufferings,, 
and tenacious of the Do^nnes they preach. 

They feem, in my Opinion, to rjsifcmble one of 
our Muffulmans SeSs, who aflert, That Jefus the 
Son of Mary Ihall return again upon Earth i That 
he Ihall marry and beget Children, be anointed 
King of the Nations who believe in One God, and in 
this glorious State Ihall remain forty Years ; After 
which he (hall fubdue Aniicbrift^ and then fhall 
follow the DifTolution of all Things. Yet the Ortbo^ 
iox Believers rejeft this ienet as fabulous. Neither 
is there any Countenance given to it in that' Kerjiclt 
of the Alcoran, where 'tis faid/Tl^^ii^ Mahomet jfetf// 
^e thy Lord return in tht C/tfA:</j; Since that only in-^* 
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timaces the glorfoue Defcent Schick Mo/h, Jejui^ 

^nd Mdbmit iSull vu$kt Iroin Paradife^ with £«r0«&» 

Elias^ and the one hun3rcd twenty four Thoo- 

^a&d Pr^pbets^ to afleinble the Ek^ at the Day of 

. Jf tIkMi wonkL^A hinre my Opinion of thefe ne^ 
Refigionifts in Europe, and their Leader s I take him 
to be an Imfoftor, and his Fellowers to he either Fools 
or Madmen. Even ^uft fiidi anothA* Crew as thofe 
who followed Mofeilelma, in the Da^s of our Holy 
Lawgiver. This was an Arabian Impoftor, who 
pretended 4o4«t ^p-for « ^r^fbet^ and ^tt^inpted <o 
compofe a Book like the Alcoran, Bat he was infa- 
tuated wjth. a vain Aitogance, abd there was no 
Truth or Elegance in his Writings^ no JufUce oa 
his Side, nor Underftanding in him or his Party. 
Toi)e (hort, both he and they were all cut to Pieces 
ni ^ Vafe-^df Aknbj \sf the Troops -of Abm Bo- 
miffkiie^ theCrlbCtf/^. 

- Aslb 'lAii^ Modem SedocMb, ^ey'afe Mt Mtn 

-^f j^rm^ y ter « befd ^ ^ ii^ifi<£int PeofJIe, 

taming rather to^ beap up iUoiei in dsfeority^ thin 

'to ao^[uk«li FfSnftt)^ wk ^etoick Undtttal^. Th«y 

are igcnerfltFjr Mtrchaats ^ ^feelMuiida, and are 

tSbiervVi t6 be irtiy ptmiSbiil la thtlr Dealings, 

-Mea of few W<Mds ia a Bargaia, modtft ttod c<^- 

pos*d ia their Deportniefit» temperate in their Llvefe, 

imd ufing ^«ac FKigal)^' ia itll Things.. In -a 

'Word; thty ait iiBgttlaHy Indaftridu^, firing «o 

^Labour or Pains to 4Acri»l<k ^eir Wealth; and ^ 

fttbtle and iavea^ive. ihiatr they wookij if pofliUb^ 

eztradl Gdd out of Afties. I know none that ex- 

-eel them in theib ChataAers, but the Jews and the 

'banians : The former bemg the craftieft of all Mca, 

*ftt)d the latter fo fapeHatively caaning, that they 

wilV over-reach l^e Devi/. 

But nhfcfe ire no Sign^ 6f a pure RelS^on s for 
'ikkt PDl/'{)r«r<^iibe«^te Methods of wkhdrawiag 

and 
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and feparating the Soul from the Contain of earth- 
ly Things, and of uniting it to the Deity, which it 
its Source. 

lilufbiotts Kaimafhdmf I bid thee adieo» praying 
that thou and I nuy at laft meet in that Centre of all 
Things, after our various Einqrdes and Eicurfion^ 
in this lower World. 

Paris, 15/^ c/tbe iitb Mtmty 
rftht Tesr 1659. 



LETTER V. 

To the fame. 

I Sent a Di^tb fome Moms paft to th« C^fiiJ^ 
^Mir c£ Itmilu Gugrdum of the ImpirUiCanws, 
Jniirfnter of the Laws of Bqui$;^ i wberein I ia- 
£Mrm*d him of the AdvKnoet tlvit. w^remade in order 
to a Peace between /r4ir^^ and Sp^m* N^w I can 
afliure thee, tkit Peace is concluded^ and the Artidia 
: fign*don both Sides by ihe tWoPlenJttotemiarles. , 
I need not repeat what I particularly rehted lo 
. that Groftda. My Letten are all pqblUh'd in the DU 
van, and regifter\L Yet it v^ill not be unwelcdmt 
perhaps to thee, to hear with what Nicenefsof Pun- 
, Ailioy thefe iMfiM Minifiers met to accomplifh an 
Afiair, whereon depends the luttrtft and Honwr of 
their refpcdive Mailers, the Haj^nefs of the two 
Kingd0mSf and the general Byafs of all the IFeft, 

There is a little IJland formed by the River Bi* 
dafoa^ caird the JJle ofPbea/dHtSt through the Mid- 
dle of which a Line, i^ drawn, which exadlly fepa- 
rates the Territories of both Monaichs. This Place 
was agreed on for the Interview of the two Mini- 
&^t%. Each Imd his 9ridg«^ t^ enter the Hfiemd in 

that 
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that Part whicli belohg*d to his Mafter. And over 
the Line of SepofHtion was created a large Divan or 
Cff&na/'room, to be enter*d only by two private 
Doors » one oat of Cardinal MauarinPs Lodgings^ 
faifed on the Fnmb fide of the Ceuniii-ro^mt the 
other out of Don Lath i^Ar^i Apartment, built on 
the SpAniJh Side. 

Each of thefe Miniften was accompany*d by (eve 
ral Princis and Granges ofthe Court, and above fix- 
ty other Pdrfons of Qjiality, with a Guard of four 
hondrdd Horfe and Foot/ to fecare their Bridges, 
mA the Place of Confisrence. In a Word, Things 
were naanag*d with fo nmch Moderation and good 
Saccefii, that the MMfefibdl de GrMmotH was fent Am* 
haffadmr Extraordindry into SpMn^ and received at 
that Ctf^r/ with infinite Civilities and Honour. 

The Sabjed of his Ikgoiiatio9 was to treat of 
a Mauhhetiiretn the King his Mt^ir^ and ^e InftntM 
t£$fain. His Condadl and Addrefs were ftldi, as 
ibon pTocared the X^tbolitk Kim^s Confent : And 
from that TimetheJf^r^j/appKoadied the i^l/te/ii 
wi^ more than eixUnary Sabmiffioos, efteeming 
ha now as the ^neen of France, Soon aftor this 
the Nuptial Coutraa and the Peace were mutnaily 
fign*d, to the immenie Jov ofthe SubjiSs of both 
Sides, who were very gka to exchange the Toib 
and Cakinities of JFar, fi)r the Sweets and Profit 
«f Peace. 

It will be needlefi to fnfert here all the Artklu 
en which they agreed. Two will be worth the 
Knowledge of the fapreme Divan, And thofe arc 
the Releafe of C^ifr/fi Duke ciL^rrain^ on the Spa* 
nifi? Kin^B Side : And, on the Part of the King of 
France^ the. Refioration of. the Prince of Conde to 
the free Pofleflion and Enjoyment of all his Eltates, 
Honoun» Dignities, and Privileges, as thefiril Prince 
of the Royal Blood, with the Government of the 
Provinces of Bourgoigue and Breffe. 

- A 
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• A little before thefe Articles wm fignM , the 
^ung Prince of Spain dy*d fudcfenlyt not having 
feen twelve Maofff, I mentioned the fihth of this 
Koyallnlut in oae of nay Letters, and the extraori 
dinary Sdemnities that wbre xntde thereupon by 
die King of Spahfy and hfs Ambafiadon at foreign 
Coarts. Theie Infidels appear ia all things too psn* 
iionately afie^ed with the Glories of cur Mortal 
State, which at the Hdght are bot tranfient Sha- 
dows, or ibmtthittg lefs coniiderablew 

Tm anua'd «t the bold Rdbeltioa of the Baffiof 
jiifppfft ahd diat he fhoald ehdeshricnir to cheiit the 
Empire with fo ftale an Impofbire^ as a (ham Son of 
Amurdi. Yet it fc^nis he made k cbbliderable Pro* 
grefi under thb Pretence. Some were glad of No« 
velty , othcn were frighteti*d out *of their AllegU 
ftnce: Whilfb only a few ferved his Intereft in pore 
Difconteftt and Hopes to amend thdr FortuAe. 
The Gonutiy Pti^ are. generally dpprds^d by 
their Qovemdrs, pmd *& no Wonder if they take 
«({> Arms ibr one that {jnoinifes to dielfvcr tliexb frofl^ 
iQieir Gdamities. Tl^s isit&e nfnal Pretext of jaS 
imiOTnitions ia the Stat^. The Soldtm alfb arede^ 
fraudtd of their du^ Pay t and then they're ready to 
fight nnder the nekt Genertd that brings mof^ Mo^ 
ney with him. Neither are there wandng Malecon* 
tents among the Graitdees at fnch Times to foment 
and abet an Infurreffion. 

All thefe Events jproceed -^om the ill Condufl of 
the Supreme Minifters, who alone are refpbnfibk 
for the Mifcs&riages of tlxe State. 

Illuftrious Kttimacbamj the Ffame t>f the OtUmOn 
Government is Out of Order j I wilh Fate does not 
pail it in Pieces, as a necefiary Step to its Amend- 
ment. Adieu. 



Paris, lioftUiafiMm^ 



LET. 
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To Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Principal Se- 
cretary- of the Ottoman Empire. 

I' Wilh thee all imaginable Jojr of thy new Digiil- 
; ty ; yet queftion whether thou or thy Predecelfor 
b^ the happier Man» 'Tis a vaft Honour indeed, 
and attended with immenfe Profit, to ftiV,e in thii 
Station the moil high, mod potent> and moft invin- 
cible Monarch on Earth. But at the fame time there^s 
infinite Toil and Fatigue in it, with abundance of 
Perib. Prom all which the fortunate Muzlu is noif, 
deliver'd, and they s\re become thy Portion. 
-^' As for him, I cannot but cfteerii him happy, in, 
that he has got Perntiffloh to retire to his Country, 
Seat, out of the Croud and Npi(e of the City, a^nd* 
fh)m' the ftifling Bufineffes of State, which choak^ 
the more innocent and natural DeHghts of the Soul.. 
Now he is fully •reftor'd to the Elements, and to 
himfelf ; whereas before, the perpetual Hurry of 
the Court, made him in pa^ a Stranger to both : 
For ther5 a 'Man infeniiblv fofes Acquaintance with' 
his own nfoft intimate A^edlions. His. Spirit i$, 
alienated amidft the MultipUcity of his Concerns;^ 
•rin ftretch'd: on the Rack of t^ thoufand Car^' 
and inquietudes; *tis divided, fhattcr'd and. rent 
in Pieces. 

Befides, were he a? free fiom thcfe diftradting 
Thoughts as' a Saptonei yet the very Neceffijty of 
living always in a City, was enough to render himi 
iHiferable. For 1 efleem inch a Confinement no 
better than a Prifon at largjcj ahd not far from be- 
ing buried alive. ^''' " . 

TTis tnie, Cqnfitmtfno^Je has the Advantage ^ ill 
tJic Cities IB ^hc World; for the' DclJghtfiSneft of 

its 
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its Situation ; the Houfes being fo pleafantly inter- 
inixM with fair Gardens and the Streets refrefh*d 
with cold Breezes from the Sea. It looks at a Di- 
fiance like a Town in a Wood : Or one may term 
it a Foreft compos'd of Minarets and Cyprefles. 
The Terraflcs ailbrd agreeable Pro(pcfts of the 
neighbouring Fields and Mountains ; And *tis plea- 
iant to (land on the Water-fide^ and view the innu'^ 
merable Variety of Boats and VefTcb failing from 
one Port to another, with all the other Divertife- 
ments on the Sea, and the beautiful Mature oC Pa- 
laces and Groves, Chiofes and Gardens, Seraglio's, 
and Villages, which grace the oppofite Shore. O 
^^en of CitifSt Mijlrefs oi Kingdoms ^ Giory o^ Na- 
tions ^ Comvuindufs andSan£iuary of the tobok Earth f 
Thrice happy, ihould I count my felf, if I might 
have the Favour to refide within thy venerstble 
Walls, and exchange the polluted Society of Injideh^ 
for that of True Believtn^ 

How often do I knguiflx to fee the glittering 
Crefcents, the triumphant Enfigns of the Ottoman^ 
*on the Tops of the minarets in the Imperial City I 
How oft do r wifh my felf profirate on the Carpets 
of the facred Mofques^ in the devout AiTcmblies of 
the Faithful, adoring the Eternal in the PerfedUon 
oiSan^ity ? Whereas, noW^ I'm forc'd to go into the 
Temples of Idolater s, to kneel and bow down before 
Stocks and Statues, .to join feemingly with Unbeli^ ' 
vers, and pray to that which h^s no Life, nor Senfe^, 
nor Power. 

How do I envy the blefled State of the meaneft 
Artizan in ConfiantinopJe, who daily feeds on the* 
wnoMbme Pillaw of the Eaft, and drinks the dele- 
gable Sherbets, oV Waters tifiQufd with the rich: 
fruits oi Greece? WHereas I am compqird:to eat 
Meats forbidden by our holy Prophet,. 9i^ to render^ 
mv Sou( e^ecr^hle b^- an impure an4 profane 
Die^ or I inuft llarve. For ,t)^& Uncircumcife^. 

arc 
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•re more aboihinabie than Ravins and Vultures^ to 
whom the moft filthy Canion is a Dainty. And to 
doak their Undeannefs, they corrupt their own 
G^/, and forge a Toleration from the Miffiat him- 
UM, Ab if that My Prophet^ who in every the leaft 
, Tittle obeyed the Law of MofeSy and fet htmfelf aa 
8tt Examine for lus Followers to imitate, coaid be 
guilty of contradifling thofe Divine Precepts^ and 
running countei' to his own Prance, in recom- 
mending UiuUannefs and Libgriinifm. No : The ad« 
jninble Son of Mary^ was the moft temperate and 
ahftemioQs Man in the World 9 and both in his 
Words and Adlions preached up thofe Virtues to 
others; having often expreily declar'd to his Difcu 
fUs, That bt tami not /« aMiJb the Law^ bui t$ n^ 
Jine and perfeSt iU 

He. was drcumci/ed on the eighth Day after his 
Naiivity^ according to the Injun^pn of MoftJ^ and ' 
the con^tPra^ice of the Sons of Ifrael In a 
word, through^ the whole Courie of his Life^ he ne- 
ver deviated from the Traditions of hb Fathers^ the 
Seniors ©f the Hoofe of Jacobs 

^Tis true, he frequently argued againft the many 
trivial Superi^itions of the Pbariftes , who evacu* 
ated the: more efiential Points of the Lavf, by fu* 
perinducing a Number of infignifyrant Ceremonies : 
But he never open*d his Mou& zpAtSi any pofitive 
Precept; fttch as were thofe whicb> limited the. 
Choice they were. to makeof Meat$rdiftipguifiUng 
the Impttre from the Clean. Yot the<Chriftians de- 
lude themfelves with/a<i^l{e Belief, that he gave *em 
a Difpenfation to eat any thing without Caution or 

Hence . it is that : they' defUp * themfelves , with 
Swinei'siFleQi and creepingjThings» (md Slood is. in 
all thdr;Diihcs. They fcraple oiQt to -qat Of < that. 
which died of itfelf, and .bioquet las fife'ely with what • 
Witt knocked down to ftrsinglt^ aa w^ j/fouti do 

with 
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with the Flefh of a. Bsaft thftt v«as kilFd io pionouii« 
dng the Name- of Go ». The Shambleft hm -afibnl 
no other Provifion bat fuch as this; and he that 
will not eat that which is an Abomination to a 
M{fuimans muft be contented with Herbs, v This X 
feckon as one of the g^eateft of my Misfortunes^ 
and it makes me burn with Defire ta return to 

Yet, after aU, I Ibouki think my- felf % more^ 
ha^yy, if I> might have the Liber^ to {pend. the 
veft of my Days in my native Country : So great 
an Admirer I ani of a rural Life and Soutade. And- 
*ris {ot' this Reafon, I count thy PredeceifiHr a hapf^ 
Man, in having the Privilege of a fweet Retirement s 
wheve he may take Br^tb ffom the vain Importuni- 
ty and Buftle of Mortals. 

In the mean time, there is a Speciet of Felicity 
in thy Employment-: And thou can*il not be called 
miferable, fo long as thou acquitteft thy ielf fidrly» 
andenjoyeft the Favour of' thy Sovereign. 

% perceive l^ thy Letter, that thou art cariotts^ 
to know the CharaAers of foreign States, with the 
various Interefis of Nazarem Princes ; the Intrigues 
of thefe Weft em Courts^ their Overtures of Peace 
and War; and the different Laws, Mazims, and. 
Ciiibms by which the People are govern'd. Thy 
Cbnverfation wi^ Ambeffitdors at -the ?^le^ wiU 
famifh thee with Abundance of useful Ren^aiks in 
this Kind : But fince thou required, me to fend my. 
Obfervations, I will hereafter obey thy Coaunandi 
in iucceflSve Letters, for this is- too large a Theme 
fc^ one Dijpaich* 

At prcfent, thou may'ft receive and regiiler. foe 
trub Ne^s, That the Pttce between Franu and 
Spdin has be^ fign'd bf- b^h Kingt^ and folemnly -, 
p4fal&*d tllroughoilt tlifdr^- Territories, with.inexi-.. 
pi^effible Joy and Ma^^oencb^ it is certaih lalfo^ . 
thalt tlieJBUntfHi^^iv^^ is dead, rgndi^the Doke of. 
" • ' Orleance^ 
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OrUanUy Uncle to die Frentb King: Which hay ia 
fome meafure qualified the Mirth of *he Freuch on 
this Oecaiion. AiTurcdly, hotnan A&irs arc equal* 
]y cheqaer*d with Good and Evil Bli£s comes not 
to us in pure unniix*d Streams. Diatb keeps an even 
Pace, and knocks as boldly at the Gates xA Kings, as 
at the Cottages of the meaneft Slaves. 

It is the Part of a wife Man to be always reiign'd 
to Heavenywcid prepar*d fox the wortV Events: As 
for the be^« they never come amiii. 

Paris» I jth of the ^d Moen^ 
ef the Year 1660. 
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ir<> Dgnct Ogloiu ; . 

SHall I convcrfe with thee, as Herace tifed to do 
With his Friends, over a 01a6 erf" generous Winef 
Let 6s lay afide Maflcs f6r a v^'hiie, and difeourit 
with open Souk. I believe thou haft as equal a 
Veneration fbr our hofy Pr'cfhet as I; and haft been 
educated in all the Teiidorneffcs of Piety, the Nue^ 
ties of Divine Love, as our MoUahs aitt pJeafed to call 
it. We have been both of us tareful to Hib before 
the Sun, and tzy our Orai&ns every Morning in ^ 
Demi-Trance, that i^ half aileep, and half ^awake. 
This, no doubt, is a neceiTary Point of Piety. And 
we have been no lefs folicitou» 4n obferving the 
other Four Hours of Prayer, gither of us wouJd 
have accounted it an irreli^ous. Negligence, if we 
had feen a Piece of Pi^er on the Grotod, and -had nOt 
iloop*d to take it up, with Rev»'encevvipingt>fF the 
Dirt, and killing the TaMa Rafd, <m^ which M^ii 
tife to w/irt thelK(M9/'^Oe». ^As if 'i^keift not an 

C equal 
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equal Argument of Refpeft to fecm-e from Pit^a* 
nation^ Sticb, Stonos, Rags, or anjr tkiiig where- 
on ^twei« poffible to engrave or print the Ali-My- 
ftifims CharaSleri nay, or the ytry Sands them- 
{elves, which, as fome fay, were the Firft Books on 
Earth. However, if they were not the Firft, wc 
are fure that in very early Ages, Men ufed to ftamp 
their itfMrflxr/v <w draw! them out in perceptible Fi- 
gmroi Qst the Surface of tke^£arth: WitUAis the old 
Ship-wreck*d PbiUfiphr^ wbo being* *c£lft afliore in 
an unknown Lattd^ foon traced out the Manners of 
the People, by ccrtuiit Miti^ematuai Im^tfS&m 
which he found in the Sands : For he concluded 
thefe to be the very Foot-fteps of Humanity and 
Virtue. But to return to the fiufinels of Religion : 
We have been obedient to the Inftrudions of our Fa- 
thers and Tutors \ aealous in obTerving every Pun- 
Silio of Traditional Fifty, We have faftcd, prayed, 
wafii^d and given Alms, at- the - appointed Seaions, 
aud in the Kfanner prefcrib'd by the Law^ All thefe, 
I own, are comlnend9Ue.Sxerciies: Bat me thinks 
they are not the folidandfubikntial Parts of True 
Jioligion. 1 hate Hypocrify, and' the devout Wan- 
fonnefe of thofe who. think to n)ock Go d with C^r<f • 
Wfon^s zxid^effifty Forms, It wcrd. muck better to mijp 
with thcI4olatrou\S Rites o^ Bacchus^ (if th?y deferve 
Ihat Epm^f): and rant in Honour of eternal Wine, 
talk repUii^d Biniphemy^, and reform the Model of 
the UnO^n/ih l^* I'd chufe. to d^ ail this, and 
more, ratb^r thW c^oat mf ieK* with.empty. Hopes 
^f pixmii^^aradife^ for a^ing to the Life the Shams 

«r,pi€iM4 Mi^xidckryr ., J . . .. 

' I would opt-. hav^ thee think, that what I.haye now 
&id> ipro^ecdafivm aiv^ Contempt of the Eterniai 

py thofe fair, Heaoa^ jabove, and blithe imt$9rtM 
SpA9glii$'QixlaocSkyi I fwwr, ih«re>nQt ^ S^jiUy it| 
JdaimH Soufi imch it ftot. fiUU ^ick Ghratitude^ 

' ' . :, and 
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and VieaKatfo% wludv dodi Qot banif wtth- Fhlties 
oif facr»i Love to the adorable Fountaia of AQ 
Thingp. In a woid, I only llriv« %t rtScae xiay ^ 
Pj^iead £rQnv .ths Attempts of pkifUA 'Fntads^^tht re* 
ligiou3 Buirierquns of ottv Mfllaks and MuftPs 
Bdievet laiiy d«ar Z)^^^^, Thar there is »Got>» a 

BeUevp alTo \\»^pr^et; ths'holyy the bbioved i^i^ 
hof»iP^ikCiMinio^, a$ I itiay %< of the Omnipottnt, 
But, .have ibme Faith. alfo for the reflr of hi* Met- 
fjBngess and Favourite. Let oiot HaH be thought o( 
without fome inward Flurries of £)woti9m He was 
» Mujffulman'f and the Fourth Caltpb^ tho' his Fol- 
lowers be damn*d HeretUkh in our Divinity, Had 
Right taken Place, perhaps he had been tJ»e Firft of 
the VicATSy but his Caufe wa» fuperfeded by his Ab* 
fence. Let him ai)d that reft» till th&Jinal Inquifi- 
tion. And acknowledge that I hare faid too little 
for ^iSchiai^ and not too much for a Sunni, 

I know no Rcafon alfo, why we fhould not re- 
verence the M^inorie$ of 3/<?rrizrf,. Orpbtus^ Cadmus^ 
Melijfusy FaunuSj and the reft of the ancient Sagn 
and Lawgiving who inftrudled the Nations of the 
Earth in the Myfteries: of Religion, taught them to 
adore on^ Supreme Got>, to believe the Immortality 
4>f the $««/, and to pradife Good Works, 

What tho-' the Ceremonies of their Worjbip were 
iiifferent from ours, and perhaps polluted with an 
unjuftifiable Adoration oi lm«^i ? What tho* their 
Mtars reek'd with the Blood of flam Beaftiy and 
fometjmes fmoak'd even with Human Sacrifices? 
Thefe barbarous Rites were not inftituted by the 
Firft Oracles of Religim, illuminated ^9ff/j» NuncioU 
from God to this Lotper World: But, they were after- 
, wards fupcr^mcjuced, thro' the Corruptbn of Times 
the Avarice of Priefts, and the Supcrftition of the Peo- 
ple. And, for ought we know, our own Hiftorians 
have not been impartial in relating die Truth. . 

C 2 • There 
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There bin innate Envy 'betwcetf People of dif' 
(erent Families and Nations. Both we and- ou^ Fa- 
thers, that defcend from Ahrabam by Ifmael^ and 
the Jewi who are his Pofterjty by- IfnaCy have been: 
too favourable to the O0^spHng of that Beloved of 
'God, We generally entertain and cherifh a fpeci- 
£ck Pride on the Score of our* illuftfiotis' Bedf^ee r 
Efpecially ^<tjeu>$^ Who wiH not allbvO' any F^ple 
on Earth to b« their.Equals either ihPoint of An- 
tiquity, the Nobility of their Roci, or the innume- 
nble Multitude of their Brethren. Whereas they con- 
fidcr not that they are difpers'd up and down over 
the whole Earth, like Sheep without a Shepherd, not 
permitted to pofTeG a Cubit oPLand which they 
can call their own : Q>tademn*d, hated, and made 
a Proverbial Scoft' among all Nations: Infemous 
Vagabonds, Ufurers, Slat^w and Pimps to other 
Mens PJeafures : Men of no Fame or Char.:ft€r : 
Finally, in their prefent Circumftances, the moft 
fpurious and ignoble of all the Sons of Adam^ ex- 
cept the Kafars of Ethiopia ^ -who feed on the Guts 
and Dang of Beads. 

*Tis true indeed their Anceftors made a conCde- 
jtible F^re in the World in the Days of SoI»tmn, 
and other viftorious Kings ^ during thfcir Pdfleflion 
of Pukftine, And yet in thofe \cry limes, they 
were often humbled and led away into Captivity, 
bv the more fortunate Kin^i <£ Babyhn, Ferfia, and 
Jljyria^ and afterwards fubducdby iheGreci/iffs; till 
at lall they were totally ruined, their Cities laid 
waftc, their Temple burnt to Allies, and their 
Country quite difpeopled by the Remans. 

'li \\rz afcend yet higher to their celebrated Mi- 
gration out oi Bgxpty of which their own Hiftofians- 
make fuch a NoSe,- and "tell fo many fabulous Won- 
A<T$, we ftirfl find a. very mean and contemptible 
Chara£lcr^ given of theni by Egyptian Writers^ 
and thofe other Nations, Men of as great Autho- 
rity 
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rity z&Jaffphu^^ or any oxlkiujnvijb HiftmaM. Mfl. 

mthosy a Pricftof ^^/^» calls 'cm a Crew of Icpiouf 

and naity People ; and fiiys they were expell'd the 

Country hj Amenopkis then reigning, and driveq 

into Syria 'y their Captain being Mofes an Egyptian , 

prieft. A like R^ls^tiQn . vm have from Cb^rMt^n, 

an Author.!^ good Credit among the GruAs, who 

tells us» That in the Reigri of Amenopbis, two 

hundred and fifty thoufand Lepers were forcibly 

baniih'd out of Egypt, ' under the Condufl of TV- 

fitben and Petsfetb (i. c. ilf(^iand Jaren, ) And tho* 

other Writers differ in the Name of the King rhca 

reigning in Egyft^ yet all agree in aflerting the 

Ifraelites to be a nally fort of People, over-^run 

yvith Scabs- and iafe£liouf Bqil6» and that diey were 

cfi,eein'd the Scum axid Filth of the Nation. . Ta^ititi 

a Roman Writer of unqueftionable Authority, adds. 

That MfDfes^ one of the exilM Lepers, being a Man 

of Wit and Rq>utation among them, when he faw 

the Grief and Confuiion of his Brethren^ bid them 

be of good, .Chear, and neither truft the Gods €>r 

Men of Egypt, but only confide in him » imdobejr 

)hs Counfei^: For that he was fen t from Heaven to 

be; their ConduAor out pf this Calamity, and to pro- 

}^ tktpci from all their Enemies. ,Upt>n which* 

the Peopie not knowing what Courfe to take, fur- 

rcndred thepnfelves wholly to his Difpofal; from 

which Time he became their Captain and Lawgiver, 

leading them through the Defarts of 4rabia, where 

they committed, great Rapine afnd Spoil, putting 

Man, Wojnan.and Child to the Sword, burning 

their Citiesi and laying all things deiblate, Dear 

Dgnet, What could be faid worfe of a Company of 

Robbers and Banditti? 

Mofes is gpne to Paradife, and when I mention 
his Name, it is with a profound Reverence ; for he 
was the greateft of the ancient Prophets. Yet give 
me leave to have Ibme Regard for vRj own Rcafon. 

Q% He 
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He was<bat a M<»rtal as well as I ; ftnd wi&oot dou(bt» 
was not exempt from humane Fmldes. He had the 
Advantage to becdocatcd in the CcHege of the Royal 
Priefls at 'Memphis^ which nbnc of h» Nation could 
boaft of befides himfelf. Suffer -me iotdl thee my 
ThoQghtf frirakly, and ^thout ' Di%aife. Maptk 
wnd Aftrclo^ \t^Tt the only Sckneas ^en in Vogvic': 
And he being perieftly vcrs'd in ill the Myftcries 
and Secrets of Egyptian Wifdora, 'twas «o hard Talk 
for him to poffdTs the rude and ignorant Sons of 
Jacob, with a profound Attach and- Veneration for 
his Perfon: And in that <i4ipefs*d' Condition, to 
mould their flexible Spirits to What Difeifinne he 
pleafed. 

Sufpcft me not for an Infidtl or^ an 'Athtffi, be^ 
caufeldiftburfe withthis Freedom. I havie%ear(J 
fome of our Mollabs fay « great deal more m thcit 
private Converfation. And 'tis a fuperftitious Ti- 
moroufnefs, not to be bold m the Exercife of our 
. Reafon^ which taught even the Prophet Mofes him- 
ftlf the Mci4iods of Conqucft, and getting a' Fairi« 
which 'ihould know no End. 

J am not ambitious, nor would I terapf thee t» 
afpire at an undue Grandeur: But Jet ds not be left 
than ouH*cIves, that is. Men. There is no Re«foti 
we (houtd be imposed upon by fabulous Reports of 
jnterefted and defigning Writers : Or that we Ihould 
give Faith to every credulous Fool. Doubtlcfs, 
there were many Nations eftablilh'd on Earth before 
the Jfraeliiisi and great Prophets who were not of 
the Lineage oi Abraham. -The Date of the Olympiads 
is much more certain to a Day, nay to an Hour; 
than the Hejira of t\it Ifraeiitesi fince the fbrnier 
is demonftrated by the Edipfes of the Eun and Mooi^ 
irtterwoven by the Gentile Hiftorians into the Body 
of their Hiftory ; whereas the latter is dcfeJlive m 
this materia) Point, and i« expofed. to a thottfand 

Difputes «mong ^r/^^a- 

My 
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My Friend, let not thou and I trouble onriielves 
with needlefs Oontroveriies, or be jealous for 
Things of no Moment; but adoring O/r^ God* 
and believing what is. rational, we may poilefs our 
Souls in Tranquillity and Peace. 

Paris, 1 ! th of the 5 th M0M9 
^ the Tear 1660. 



LETTER Vm. 
3« the Kaimacham. 

AT length, afteir a long Alienation, the Prifict of 
CpnJeis reftor'd to ih« Kin/s F^vo\it : Far 
which he is obliged to the Xhfg otSfaift. I have 
tlftbdy intimated in one of my Letters, That this 
W9a agreed on in the Tr^fy of Intact between theie 
t^v^ Crvwns^ as an wfr/ir/f «qaivalent to that of the 
thfh of Urram's Re[6afe, MielOed by the JCikr 
of Frame. Now 'tis pot in $3r<8CQti9fi» and n^fc 
R0M Vrinci b rcfceivtd with abundance of CarelTefs 
hy the King^ ^e^n-MfithiTt Cardinal Mizarlu, 
od the w hdle Court. 

He is counted the valianteft Man of this Age ; 
and was fo pronounced long ago by the Aianffhal 
Turenne, who is a Soldier of- no mean ChaTudter, 
both for his Judgment •and Courage. He was biice 
extremely bebv^ by all the Frtnth, But hia WiJd- 
n^A and fnconftancy, with the ddlruftive Effects 6f 
the CivUff an which heraifed, changed their AfFe- 
flions for a white into Indifference, Coldnefs and 
lU-Will. But now all's well again . •* 

He and his Brother the Prince of Cgnfi feldom 
agreed, being often the Heads of contrary Parties 
during the Minoclty of this King* And the Younger 
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being crump-ihouldred, CoTide ufed to be a little 
iarcallick upon him, threatning to (have his \xrt* 
courtly Back into the Falhion with his Sword. 

It is certain the Prince of Conde was very wi]4 
and profufe when young» but now he begins to 
take foberer Meafures. During his Father*s Life, he 
was called the Duke ci Enguien. And to reflect on 
the Parfimony of the old Prince, he Ufed to take * 
feveral Handfuls of Gdd with one Hand, and fill a 
Purfe, faying^ This is my Fatbitss Pra^ui, Then 
he would turn the Purfe upfide down with t'other 
Hand, and fcattering the Gold among his Favourites 
would add. This is my Hum9ur, 

Once as he was paffing on Foot through a Town 
in Frnnte^ under his Father's Government, the 
chief Magiftrate of the Place, who was an oki Man, 
met him* and b^n to make an Oration with the 
beft Rhetorlck he could. But the Prim% being in a 
frolickfome Hamour , . took Advanti^e of a very 
low Conge the old Gentleman made mm and lcap*d 
over his Head/ and ftood ^^ behind him. The 
Magiftrate nojt taking any Notice of this wild Prank, 
turnVl very gravely about, and addre&'d himfelf 
with a new Obeifance, but notfolowa^ the former. 
However, the nimble Prince catchM him upon the 
Half-bent, and fetting his Hands on the dd Mon<- 
iieur*s Shoulders* whipt over again the fecond 
Time; which quite fpoiled his intended Speech, to 
the great Diveriion of all the Spe^ators. 

In his Youth he was much addifled to Women, 
and took a peculiar Del^ht in debauching Nuns i 
which occafion'd the Slueen-Motber to reflect on 
him fomething fatyrically once^ when he informed 
her that the ^ijfe Soldiers were guilty of great Dif- 
brders, fome di them getting into the Nunneries , 
and violating the ChaiUty of thofe confecrated 
Females. For the ^een repliedf If you h^d told me 
ihy broke into the Wine-Cellars, I would helieveyou : 

for 
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for the SnifTes Mre all known Drunkards, But as fir 
Amours toith Num^ nontfo likily to make tbem 4u tbi ' 
puke fif&nimea^ 

However^ allthat I have (aid, hindo^. not bat 
that he is no]^ a prudent Man, a good Genera], and 
Portunate in recovering his Sovereign's Favour. 

In a Wordi ^x^Court is £> overjoy *d ^t the Mar- 
riage of the King with the Infanta of Spain, that they 
have no room left for peevifh Rcfcntments. All 
Crimes are forgiven* and the />#e^f7himfelf would 
be welcome at ^e Wtdding^ proyided he would be 
debonair wad ff^odi Company* 
' The Nuptials are oply celebrated by Proxy as yet ; 
But here a^ce vaft Preparationi makifig for tlte com* 
pleating thj8 Orm^/ry- ., ' 

'What the IJiie of this Marriage sjid Peace willbe^ 
*tis not eafy to divine : . But I doubt, the CbriJIians aire 
hatching Evil againft the Ottoman Porte ^ in regard all 
the Princes in Europe arc coming to «n Agreement. ^ 

VIXxx^xiox^ Kaimafham, let not this Intimation paf» 
-away as a Dxi^ni. For I tell thee ag^in^ thefe Infi- 
^<f//.are pldttng of Milchief. 
. taris, \fi of'tbtja^Moon:^ • i-. 
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Iticlicve'theiti'W^ltnowrecjIve Uoni me'theearli- 
eft News of a mighty Clmnge, afitrprifing Revor 
ludon ih tfie i5^//^GovernEhent.' ' Krnovv then, that 
he whoni 1 haVe fo often tnentionM under the Titfe 
of King of the Scott in my former Letters, the ejdcil 
Sorf znd- rigbffit! Heir of the Brittijb Kirtgddmu 
•OfdrleflU k^i^ltoxtd<o^eTi^rQnr6f hU Fathrs, 
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tvhhout Violence or Bloodfhed , by the unanimous 
Q)!>fent and «anrtfft Dcfire of \m Subjcas. ; . ' 
This young Prince has been an fofiie for tvyelvfe 
Yews in foreign 'Courts, anA has heard of as ixjany 
fcvcral AJtcratiom in the State of WSj |)otaihion8'dup 
ring his Abfcnccj every Chaijge pitidutu^ i . n w 
Form of Government. The KjeMs h^^d rtih oVer all 
Arift9tk\ Politicks, and the various Models of TlaU 
And other Pbihfopbers ^ nvho treated of CommoM- 
wealths f to find out iuch Patterns as bell (uitedwltli 
the Neceffities and Genius of that ^s^tion. Therels 
not a Species of Arifiocraty^ t)etmraiyy%xA Oligarchy 
which they did pot put In pra€Uce io fuppprt'thi 
frame of tnat Gotremmentf whofe Sdfij they had re- 
movM i for k was founded on ft Mo^arcKy df a loh^ 
and hereditary Dcfcent. And thcref6r^ all tibeir 
jnoft artificial Contrivances "were ineffedlual, and 
they might as well have endeavoured to make But- 
treflcs for a Caftje in the Air. In a Word, the E/Jg- 
lijb found themfelvcs fo. digointed alii ^wcaken'a by 
Cwil Wars^ T^xesy And thp othc!''- u^tfal ^ffcAi of 
Vfurfatiomtidi Tyranny y that they Hid lib bAtf Wa^ 
kft to fave their Nathn fVom utter Rnfti,' but^ by 
bringing their lawful King back li^aln, Who-is the 
Angular Stone whereon sdl thejr. Welfare vni Inte- 
reft is built. 

There is one Thing remar k4>le in .t)iis Turn of 
Englijb Afiairs, That their Sovereign landed and 
made his triumphant Sfttfy-kitaihat Ifland, on the 
jinniverfarj Day of his Birth. Which puts me in 
mind cf w&it is gencr^ij|^4i(C9"vrqd here nt.i^raif ;: 
Tliat on the I>ayr oi ^M^NatwUy^ there was f^ettja 
bright Starm tM Heavens ^.whea. the Sui^ wasjuft: 
above the Meridian. Fsom-hexicctl^^Afirol^ersoF 
thofe Times predided great Thing «coi2ceminghim. 
And thofe of the preient Age» w)k> h^ve leen his 
Fortune to Return ta Im King^ms , {Kfage yet 
greater Events tacQme«r 

Goft 
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God only. knou's what Emfaryo*s are in the Womb- 
of Futurity ; and wc Mujfulmans have no Rc«(bn ta 
rgoicc at the Grandeur of any cf thcfe InfiddYvx^ 
ces. Yet fuch a Sign as that of a Star appearing «t 
Noon-Day, juft over the Place where a mighty 
Queen was in LaixHir with a Prince, has (bmethih; 
in it extraordinary, and full of promifing Ctrcutn- 
fiances. It was an Appearance of this Nature which' 
renderM tl^e Birth of the Mejpas fcr iUuRrious, tho'* 
otherwife obfcare enough ; •whoi the Eafiern Magi 
direded by fach a Sur, came and foand Mary the 
Mother oijefus in a Stable^ and the Infant Pnpb^ 
lying in a Manger^ inftead of « Craili. So we are 
told, that Eclipfes of the Sun portend the Misfor- 
tune or Death of great PerTonages ; and that all gfther 
Prodigies, whether in Heaven or Earth, ha?e their 
proper Signification. 

But whether thefe Obfervations be true Or nq, *tiB 
certain this late banilhed Prince is return*d withr 
abundance of Splendor and Advantage to his native 
Royal Pofleilions. And I thought it would be a 
graiid Negkdl in me, to let one Poil-Day pals, be^ 
iovt I gave thee an Account of a Revolution fb- 
aftoni/hing to all Europe^ and which is like to give 
a new Turn to the ^ain of mod Chriftian Plunces 
and States. 

Beiides, I know there is anAmbaflkdor firom £ir^« 
landy refiding at the Anguft PorU, which deter* 
mines the C^arrels of all the Nations on Earth. ' 
There are alTo abundance of Englijb Merchants in 
the Imperial City. They may have Feuds amon^ 
on^ another. The Intereft of fome of them is joined 
with that of the EngUJh Rebels ; others are for theif 
£lng. Therefore blowing of his Rejhration, vtion. 
V^ilt be better able to adjuft all Matters of this Na- 
ture, according to Reafon, Equity, and the Honout 
of the majdUc^k Porte. For this 2Cing makes al^ 
^Hsdy a grater Figure than any of his Pwgfcnitorsv- 
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and therefore his Friendfliip is, not to be con-* 
Kemn'd. 

The Care of thefe Things reft on thee« who art 
the Ficat^j^ yicar qf the Ficegtrent o/God. 

Paris, I J of the jth Moon, 
rf the Year x66o 
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LETTER X. 

7o Mchemet, an exiled Eunuch, at Caire 

in Egypt. 

H that I were in one of the Pyramids near thc^ 
City where thou refidcft, fliut up in tremen- 
dous Darknefs, in the moil obfcure and horrible 
Vault of the Royal Pile! That I might converfe with 
the Gbo/ls of Egyptian Kings, hug Damons in my 
Arms, and run the Gerit with Hobgoblin Sy and all the 
Sfirits of the Night round ihtTomb of Cbeops, or up 
and down the difmal Gaileries^or in the Nell of Bats, 
^ereech'Oals, Harpies^ and the reft of the winged 
MonfterSy the excrementitious Spawn of human 
Souls, or at Jcaft the Superfetation of pickled Car- 
cafTes, repofitcd there for etemsl^ Mummies, fomc 
pf them before NoaF^ Floods and the reft after, if 
V the Story be true, God knows whether it be or no : 
I That's nothing to me : But I have a ftrong Jnclina- 
tion to try what I can find in thofe antique Mo/m^ 
incnts, after all the Search of fo many ^traveller s, I 
have a fpecifick Sort of Melancholy upon me, 
which cannot be vented any other Way, than by 
keeping Company with the Dead, or having. Ten 
iiundred thoufahd ugly rampant Spirits dancing 
their /v/Q-r///?/ Meafures about me, and grinning 
MYi Baboons of Hell Oh God ( how*twould iet 
me a laugh;*)§ ! An Entertainment of this Nature 

* * would 
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wouU eafe my Spleen, and reflore me to a good 
Humour. 

Are there no Beings extant, but thofe which are 
every Day exposed to our Scnfes? Or> is Natun 
fooTtt than the Imadnation of a Mortal, which 
can form the Ideas of an Infinity ci Creatures that 
he never few ? I am doy'd with the Crambe of 
Objefls and Joys which thefe narrow Elements af- 
ford, and therefore would fain grope out fbme new, 
and untry'd World, to find Refrdhtnent in. 

But oh, my MehemeU when I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold the Moon and Stars ; when 
my Eye is loft' in the boundleis Firmament, and 
my ^oul can find no Limits to iht' Univerfe ; then I 
fink into myfelf, full of Humility and Confufion, 
becaufe I have injurioufly reproached the Omnipoient^ 
and caft Obioauies on his Worh. For all Things 
appear admiraoly beautiful and perftfl, and the lead 
Atome is large enough to ailbrd Apartments for a 
thoufand Souls. Every Thing in Nature is pregnant 
and full of pleafing Wonders : Yet I carinot be free 
from thefe Hypochondriac Fits at certain Seafons. 
I am fomedmes the faddefl' and mbft melancholy 
Man in the World, I take all Things hy the wrong 
Handle, look on, them through falfe Opticks, and 
yet pcrfuade myfclf 1 am in the right, and fee them 
in their true Complexion, Such is the fatal So* 
phiftry of thij black and fiidden paflion 5 it takes 
away the Guftr and Rdi&of" Ac fweeteft fei^oy- 
ihents; And if the'Contagihn could poffibly find 
Admittance' among the Blefe'd afcfov^ ; furely 'twodld. 
render 'their l^aradijje,^ a JSelU 'a6d would affird 
fome Ground for the Fiftion of the antient Toets,, 
who brought up tHe Uftr 'oVifepeath amon^ the 
CodSf to appeafe thcjr Oioier, and put >m in a good 
Hmnciur. . Ji-j :w . /. 

I knbW riot *'hat.thVt''l)rw*'w^:,^Ut hdl^thee, 
xtiffkfeitJbe is'a Gla6' of So<;^^i/^^W^/-Wine. 

'' -' " '• •''^'' ' • • '- * . . . > : whic^ 
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which is as rich, and far more delicious than the 
Wines of Tenedn and MityUne, 1 once could boaft of 
another ^ethod to fubdue mjr Melancholy, by giving;^ 
Battel to my Thoughts in ojpcn Field ; but now I am 
fain to have recourfe to Stratagems and Ambufcades, 
trepanning the ugly, hideous Mongers out of their 
{Irong Retrenchments and. Faftncflcs in the Spleen^ 
by geucroua Frolicks and Wine, Women and Mu- 
fick. I bufy all Care in profund Sleep, the Efied 
of brift and free drinking: And then I awake as 
meiry as a Lark ^ 'as yoo^g as if Td been in Medea\ 
Cauldron. 

What fignifiofrit to pretend Sandlity in our Words 
and exterior t^rriage, whilil at the Tame time we 
are ready to burft with Malice, Pride, Ambition, 
Avarice, and a 'thoufa||d more Vices? Whereas 
Wine, fcafonebly diank, cures all thefe Diftcm- 
pers of the Soul, makes a Mifer liberal, a cruel 
Man tender, a fpiteful bellow kind ; melts fti£ 
and hau|hty Spirits into a wonderful Softncfs and 
Comphifance : In fine, it makes a Lamb of s^ 
Lion, and changes a Vulture to a Dove, purifying 
and transforming Souls into a, Temper wholly Di- 
vine. 

Why then fliould we be tyM to Laws of Morality, 
never praflis'd by thofc w1k> made them ? AH the 
Philofophjcrs wore boon Companions, and our Holy 
Prophet, himfelf privately dranjc the Juice of th^ 
Grtpe. Our ^mpcrocs and Grandees do the fame. 
The only Reafon wliy they forbid it ttjftdr Sub- 
jcfls, is, left th^ey fhpuld grow too w;ife4 ?ujd ftrivc 
io ihake off the Yoke : ^or Win£ elevates the Spi- 
rits, emboldens the Heart, and transforms a Sbve 
Io a Lord itj his own Coaceit. For want .of this 
Liquor, all Natioas where the Vine groWs not,'jiavf 
found 'OUt pne.Beven^pr ^nc^ther ,j as ef^cacious 
to relieve Melanckoly^ -..and 4^ive flway .^Sorrow 
fron^ die Heart. ^ t\^'d^inefe msie Wini cT lUce: 

In- 
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In my Country they have another mtaxica^i^g D«nk 
.C«a«p9un<J«i withcertdin Roots; "the fame is x^^^di 
u^^ ^xp^^ Parli -^ Pirfia. ' Ifi . thcfc '^i^fterH^^ct- 
^jwoest 4hey,^r^, diya» -Sorts of SifO|»g viQuocf of 
l^t?cS?^vJ^onc^^ ^9lo|a'sy.4m3 o^ 1©;. 

X^kuup^^ Cansuits, and oysft ^^^rmU that ijrow. - I 
tell tbecv "siy t^riei)4 there's no living^'' iinleis we 
jometunesj^ye Ufatunzxi^^ Fqrmei^t to.fouze het 

iron».hflrX^^». -2- . \ ' ' : ,.. • 

l^ti^tusap^iaife a^ue MedidmV/remimbrii^ 
mt Gob ga,yc qb the£e Tiui^s for our H^hilth «nd: 
.JUfrcOuuetit, f«d ;^^ ^. ojT sBane. jh 4 ,WoMi. 
mhemety let us be mepry and w^fci ' ^ i 

Para, ^htf4iittkMMt • '^ , 
oftbe^&4^ 1660. 

LETTER XI' 

fo Hpaiet, RcttEffendi, Principal Stirt^ 
taty tfihe Ottoman Empire. 

I Have tak«A foaae Pains^ U^n-A <mt a gicbt mmy 
Kkm^ p£M Cfmrii^rs, ansd dbuvw'd* with 
Miotz&wpm Uving, who )cniij:emtoiber f he Dux* 
of Zfiywrjr IV, th*t {& I may oottpljr with thy Qrcjfifr 

-*nd ob^igft thee w*ihJf0me tefldnAs on the* Life of 
that Prince^ who ito,* h(^hadbiu a little Body,. y«t 
Bke another Akfcmtier^ had fo vaft a Sou}> and.per- 
-formUfuch illnftrioiw AAionf, asdrfervcdly faften'd- 
^ him the Title of Qre^, and made him. be efl«cmU 
.•the Arbkei of ajl ^unpei \ : . ■' ■ 

-^ ft: is oKery-d or Iiim^ /tHjit ke.ww>;aIv«i?y$.iiMi-^ 
.lQ|^^nate ia his Wives i- yet they relate a pretty 

Paffage 
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Pai&ge of his firft Wife Margaret of Fiikis^ whidi 
feems to contradif^ that Remark. 

He was then • Profejtant, and oi^ King of Ntf" 
varrt^ when the famous MaffhcretsS Paris was com* 
mittedy with Deiign to murder him among the reft 
of his Religibn. Bat bemg aware of this, when 
he heard the Jffaffins making toward his Chamber^ 
where he (ate with the Queen, he hid himieJf under 
herGannentsasflierateinherChair. The Yilkdns 
rulhing in, a(k*d for the King. She with a great 
Afluranceof Spirit, told' em, Hewint-9utfhm her 
in a PaJfiiH* They fseming fatisfyli, went aiyay 
without (k>ing any farther Hurt. - Which occafibn'd a 
conmion Jcft, ^hat ^een Mi^garetV Smwkfav^d 
King Hcnry^s Lift* • - 

This Woman was caliM the Minerva and Venus o£ 
France^ on the fcore of her Learning and Amonrs, 
never denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being 
feldom without Men d Science in her Company. In 
4 word,^K3ng Henrffodk^d on himfHf as a noted 
CucMdf and (b g^yeher aBillof Diror^. Her own 
Mother Katbarine^ie Medieis, was cali*d the Feurtb 
Fury rfHilL 

. It is neoorded orthis Lsldyv.that ihe praais?a 
much with Wizards aiKl Magicians, ' who in an En- 
chanted 6la(s, (hewM her who ihould reign in 
France for the time to come. Firft appeared this 
JUnrj IV. then I^i Xlf t. ^e« Uieis XIV. and 
after him a Y^V^^JejktU^ whafhouliiib(^i(h the 
Monarchy, andgCHKim the Nations themftlv^. This 
Glafeis to befeen ill tiheJCfng's Fa fac^ to thii Bay. 

As fyt Henry ly^ Second WiJ^/ ^ fAid, he rtt- 
vtrenpf^d K feaceaSie f^ur witft her, but when fhe * 
was afleep. They often fought together, and fhe 
fpar*d not fometimes to beat and fcratch him even 
• In his Bed, fo that he has been forced to quit the 
field, and take Sandluary it^ another Chamber. 
This Prince was tax*d with Ingratitude towards his 
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mod faithfal Servants, and Want of Liberality to 
ali. It was a common Saying of bis Fnitujfw 
Htnry III. nat be Jkar'd his Kingdom wisb bis 
Loyal Sirvants and friends. But Htnry IV, bv'd 
not to part with any Tiung which he eould hand- 
fomcly keep. 

Yet he was very oUi^g to his MiftrefTesyaod hia 
Paflion for them carried him into many Irrogularitiis* 
He was fo deeply enamoar^d of one, that to enjoy 
her he fignM a Promife of Marriage to her with hit 
own BJood ; which one of his Favouriies fedng, ttat 
the Paper in Pieces* The Ring being incens'd at 
that, fwore by the Belly of St, Gris^ an ordinary 
Oath with him, that this Perfbn was mad. Tes^ 
reply *d he, hut Iwijb I were the only Madman it^ 
tkf Kingdom. Thereby refleding on the King's 
Ex^vagancy. Ano>ther Time he gave Fifty thou- 
fand Crowns, lor one Night's Bojoymcnt of a 
Lady- 

I have many Yeanagofpokeof the Death of this 
Prinee in my Letters to the Minifters of the Porte, 
Now I will acquunt thee with one Qirpiunftancey 
to wJiich I was then a Stranger. 

It ha^n'd, that the Viceroy «of Navarre was 
walking with feveral Nobles in the Meadows (^ 
Beam, a Town under his JarifdidUon» W4ih*d b]( 
the River Pau, When on a fudden all the Cows^ 
(of which there was a great NAimber in thofe Fields) 
ran violendy into the River, and were there 
drown'd.' The Viceroy being afloniih'd at this, as 
at a Prodigy^ writ down the Day and Hour when k 
happened, which prov'd exa^ly the very fame Time 
to a Minute, when Henry IV. was fbtbb'd In his 
Coach by Ravaillac ; as the Viceroy was Toon cer- 
tify 'd by Difpatcbes which he recciv'd from the 
Cmrtj containing Intelligence of that Tragedy, 

AH this may be pure Chance, for ought I know, 
but there are Abundance of Symptoms of fomething 

eke. 
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«^- As for Mail, he is wholly a Stranger to 
himiHf, and the fiearct Operations of hb own Soul 
M« kid from him. How then can he know the 
Naoires of other Thingj, or be femilittly acquain- 
ted wiA thfe occt^ IW^itions of Beafts? The 
leaft Worm or Infcft baffles our fcvereft Scrutiny, 
ttid't«% are loft in the Spttnxladon of their Em- 
Injd^s. The moft filent laid inantmate Beings, pro- 
cWm aloud t^e FblJy of our boafted Science: 
Every At9m in Nature, lidtcules our beft PhUoTo- 
pfcpf-. Who then win pretend to unriddle the more 
t»icomme^ Myfteries of Providence, or trace the 
Fl«lilseps ^of eternal Dcftiny ? Hiftorians fpekk va- 
tiottfly of this Parricide. Some fay, t?he ViBain 
1WW appiw'd of iat the Court of Rpfne., and that 
he was there taftk-d in the Numfcer of Martyrs. 
*ris certain, he underwent as horrible a DcalA a$ 
«ie Wit of Mantould invent, to pumfli his match- 
Icfi Tres^on. And it feems, the Judges that exa* 
«iin'd him, wicrc ciaier afiaid,'t)i- ifliaTn'd to "^di- 
Vttlge what they heard from' hJs Mciith : Obliging 
themfeyves bv bn Oath to eternal Secrecy, f^a- 
f//?///tfr himfeif owh*d that h6 had twice befortf at* 
teriipted to kill the King, but Was thnift back'by 
one of his Nobles, who Tdpeifted fbme ill l>efignt 
in his Loote. - • 

Sage Hamety may God prefervc our glorious 
Button from the Rage of Mutineers, from a %'w- 
ife Phyficijpi; and from the common Dilafters 
cf Human Life. And the Care of his Attendants 
win prevent the fudden Strokes of a defperiite 
Affiiffin. 

Paris, i^th of the Stb Moo/f, 
^ftheYenr i66p. 
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L E T T ER XII. 

I ... 

5n> Muftapha, Berber Aga. 

THK City IS wyw ^ M\ 'Of Noife and Li^t«, 
as feme Cftfe 'of AJIa areat^tn tcliffe of 't>* 
Moofty OT as Conftafntinopfe is dotirrg the Fafi d( Rd* 
'mexan. *T4ff near Midfiigltt, ahS yet here's l\ich "a 
Medley tjf Noifes compotfnidcd of "the load Aocla- 
Wtbnfs t)f Mortals, the Ringing t>f fieMs, Beat<lf 
Drums, ^und of Trurtipcts, tfrrdodier Maicalltt- 
1ltutrients,tvith thte Thimd?er of Sky-Rockets, Giifi^t 
and other Fire-works, that a ft)dy would tliink one^s 
^Seff -m -a B«tt«1 gir ^ge. 

Thfe Occi^ofit of 'aH tl^, is- the •ptrMiek Entty ^f 
th^ «iew*married King Mid ^pen^ it bemg the fefl 
•Tiinethey hxf^ Ifeefl Pir/V^e the ifyptiah, JM- 
ther rtiy Tohgi!fc nor Pen arc able to ca^ f cf s to the 
Life, the inimitable Pomp^ and Magnificence; tiftt 
have;appeai:\i to Day in. thc^Royal 'trtii^i, atod in the 
Preparations t\^k?htliC'Gity made to reeeWe tKei^ 
ThcLiiftre.of SSver, Gold, and PreciOtts Ston^, 
da^jilcd one Eyes ^fiiSmtiM Part^j and ItronM have 
i/<r^?a for H ^ffiHmnk Srmy^ to hare been at the 
Htmdcr of ftdi immenfe Riches. Yet there were 
Fdfty thoofend of the Cifeens, and Kings Guards 
in Arm?, to ijtrgment the Glory of the ^Jiy. 

The Monarch with his Roya3 Spoufe appeated 
feared dn a Majeftick Throne, all glittering with 
Gold ^nd 5Wamonds. h was rais*d on High, arid 
there were fcvehil Steps or Degrees to. afcend up ta. 
[it. On thefe wne placed the Prmccs of the Bloody 
the Dukes and Peers of the Realm, with other 
Grandees and Nobles ; as sflfo Princefles, DuchelTes, 
and Ladies of the iirfl Qnality. 

'Tvyas at the Foot di this Throne, there were 
*ma4e innumerable Speeches, and Congratdatofy 

Addreflc 
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AddrdTes by the Priefb and Monks of all Orden, 
by the Students in the Academy* and by the fi^eral 
Companies of Tradefmen. But, that which was mod 
furprizingy-a* certain ftrange \faid utter*d feveral Ora* 
tions in Latin^ Greeky French and Spanijh^ wherein 
.(he magmfy*d the.King^s heroick Undertaidngs» his 
wonderful SucceiTes, great Wifdom and Course , 
with other Virtues, which (he made the Subject of 
her Panegyrick. She alfo no lefs extoird the Queen's 
matchlels Beauty, thcGreatnefi of her Birth, the 
royal Endowments of her Mind ; and concluded 
with refleding on the Joy of all Europe^ for this 
illuftrious Match, and Alliance of two the moft po- 
tent Crowns in Chriftendom, 

She delivered herfelf with fuc^ an incomparable 
Grace and Modefty,' as drew the Eves and £an of 
all that were prefent. And 'tis faid» the King was 
extremely pleafed with her i much more die Queen, 
w^ had never befoie encountred fo learned a Fe^ 

The French Ladies have for many Years applied 
themfelves to the Study q( Languages zxniPbiUfopbj* 
But 'tis not fo in Spain^ where the Men are too ri- 
gorous to the Fair to allow them that Liberty. They 
are as morofe to Wonun as the Moors, from whom 
a great Part of that Nation are faid to defeend. Eve- 
ry Country in Europe has fuffcr'd mighty Changes, 
by the Incutfions and Conquefts of the Moors^ Goths^ 
Huns and Vandals. So that *tis difBcult to trace the 
Original ofzny People in fuch a HoUb-pQUb o^ Fo- 
reign Blood: Neither have they any Care of their 
Genealogies^ as we Arabians have in the Eafi, 

Iliuilrious Aga^ tho* it fignifics nothing to fprii^ 
of a noble 5/tfrJ,unlefs we inherit the Virtues of our 
Anceftorsy as well as their fplendid Titles and Ellates : 
Yet 'tis both profitable and pleafant to have by us a 
Regiiler of our Families, that reading their Cha- 
lafters and heroick Adions, we may imitate their 

Examples, 
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Exampleiy and' add to the Glory of the Tribe from 
4vhich we defcend ' 

Faris^ 6th rfthi itb Maoftg^ 
vf tbeTear 1660. • ' 



L E T T E R XIII. 

To Dgqet Oglbu. 

IKnow not whether I (hall finiih the Letter I 
begin ; or, if I do, whether it will be above 
Ground, or In the Bowels of the Earth. However, I 
cannot forbear writing to thee, my dear Friend, tho* 
both the Paper and I, with the Houfe wherein I 
lodge, and all this beautiful City, may, for ought 1 
know, be tranfix)rted to another Region before Mor- 
ning. Nay, 'tis poffibJe this very Hdur may people 
Elyfium with a new Colony from France, and Paris 
may defccnd with all her magnificent Palaces to the 
Shades below, changing the Banks of the River 
Seyne^ for thofe of Acheron or Styx, and the refrefli- 
ing Airs of Champagney for the choaking Sulphurs of 
UelL In a word, we have felt the Menaces of a 
terrible Earthquake this Evening, but as yet we have 
fUfFcred no Damage. 

When 1 liv'd in Afia, an Earthquake was almoft 
as common as the Yiariy Revolution of a 'Summer and 
Winter: And we took as little Notice of it, as we 
did of Lightning, Hail, or Rain. Befides, one Muf 
fulfnan encourag'd another, and tlje gencral'Faith 
of True Believers confirmed us all. That we 
ought to be refigftM to God* ahd tp the Appointl 
.ments of Eternal Deiliny, wllether it were for P^ea.. 
fure or Pain, Good' of Evil, Life or Death. But 
now I have been fo long diAis'd' tb thefe Cohvujii-' 
ons of the Globe, (for I have not fejt' one above 
thefe two and twenty Veai^s) and'im -alfo fepara-' 

ted 
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ted from Uie Society of the Faithful ; that I am be- 
come like the reft of the World, and even like thefc 
Infidils^ timorous, aftonifhM, void of Rea(bn, and of 
little or no Faith. 

My Mind at firft daggered as nmch as my Body, 
'when I was walking cro(s my ChambcTi:. andfelt the 
Floor rock under me with that fingolar Kind of 
Motion, which 90 human- Arioi torcAc^i^aixXaxt, I 
foon concluded ^twas an EartbquaJU^ but knew not 
iiow to bear that Thotght with Indifference. Death 
n fiuniliar to me in ai^ other Figure, but that of 
being fo furprizbgly buried alive. It appeared hor- 
rible to fink on a fudden into an unknown Grave, 
I knew not whither : Perhaps I might Mi into 
feme dark Lake of Water ; or it may be, I might 
lie drench'd in a River of Fire, or be dafh'd on a 
Aock : tor, who can tell the Difpolitioiji of the 
Caver tfs below, or what Sort of Apartments he fliall 
find under the Surface of the Earth f We walk on 
the Battlements of a jnarvellous Stru6lure, a Globe 
full of tremendous Secrets. And whether 'Nature or 
Diftinyy Providence or Chance^ occafion the Ruptures 
that we find are made in divers Parts o£ the Earth, 
it niatters not much, fo long as we are in Danger of 
tumbling in. Such a terrible Fall, would put the 
beft Philofopher in the World out of Humour, 
and fpoii all his Reafoning. I*m fure *twouId vex 
mjc thus in a Trice to be plundered of piy Thoughts. 
Which makes me either wonder at the Vanity of 
Empedocfesy if he threw himfelf into the -flaming 
Chafm of Mount y£V///f, only for the fake of being 
efteemed a God (as the common Report is 5) or 
gives me Reafon to conclude, :he had fome otiier 
End jin his venturous Leap. Since 'tis not probable, 
that empty Fame could b« elleemed by tkaf great 
Sagiy as his final Happipefs. A much eaiier.Way 
had Jtrtftotle^ whq, difgulled at his Ignoraiice of the 
Flux ind. kefiux of ihe Sea, .threw' himfelf in, to put 
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iQ end tahis Difyuifitions^ if theSfiosy be truo. Bur^ 
I •can hardly believe the Stagyriti was fuch a Fcal^ { 
guefs of other Men, according to the Experience I 
have of my felf. I am as little foUicitous about 
Death as any Map ; yet I ihould be unwilliz^ to 
hurl my felf out of the If^sr/d headlong, without a 
Firm or a Te/i^. I love new Experiments^ but am 
not very fond of fuch as take from us irrccoverablv 
th^ Means of txying any more. 

We had News here of an Earthquake, which has 
overthrown. p^t of the Fyremean, Mounjtains*. fome 
Cays before this happened at Pwis % but few re- 
g^dcd it. Gilamities at a Difbmce frightep no Bor 
dy; Yet thofe which we fcc>, put us all in Tean. 
For my part, it has this £ffe6l on aie» that I am 
improved in my CareleiTnefs., and become fearful 
of nothing. And, I think, there is Reafon on ny 
Side, fmce all my Care, Apprehqniion aod Fofecail, 
can never defend me from the Undeisninings of the 
Omnipotent* 

Paris, i^th of the vUh-Moon^ 
of the Year 1 660. 



NPM«iaa«««ii««a«*(«fl,«M(«*^ 



TT^ 



LETTER XIV. 

7e? Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principai 5y- 
cretary of the Ottoman EnApirfe.' • 

LE T not the Diftance of Tim bctv^-^en my Z^r- 
ters prompt thee to conclude, I forget my. 
Duty ; or. that I am carthfs to oblige 10 illuftrious a* 
Friend, I ' have many Okligationi t o di fc Ij^argip i an A 
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of all material Emergencies, and the Ezpe&tions of 
each Minifter gratified. 

As to the Reign of Lewis XIIT. it was fliarM foe- 
ceffively between the Marefcbal tP Ancre^ the Duke 
of LttineSf and Cardinal Richelieu, The firft was 
the ^ein-Motber^s Favourite; the fecond was the 
King's; as for the Third, he was abfbiute Mailer 
both of Kingt ^een and Kingdom. 

During the Kin^s Minority indeed, ^een Mary 
diMedieis^ the Reiia of Henry IW. took tEe Regency 
into her own Hands, and manag*d things in an ar- 
bitraiy Manner. But the Princes of the Biood^ with 
other Grandees^ not able to brook the Government 
of a Woman, confpir*d againft her. Among thefe 
were the Prince of Cende^ Father to the prefcnt 
Prince^ and the Duke of Bovillon. The former was 
a bold Man, and durft do any thing that was brave; 
The latter was a cunning Statesman. 

They cabaird not fo privately, but the ^een^ 
Mother was acquainted with their Meetings, and the I 
Duke of Bovillon was the firft who knew his Party 
was betray'd. This Intelligeqce was brought him 
from alTur^d Hands, whilft he was fitting with t}>e 
Prince ofCondey and other Nobles at the Place of their 
private * Rendezvous. Whereupon he acquainted 
them with it, exhorting all to ab(cond immediately, 
left they fhould be feizTd on the Spot, But they re- 
torting^ That the ^ueen would nbt venture on an 
Action of fiich dubious Confequence} he Harted up 
and took his Leave of 'em, with thefe Words, ** My 
" Lords, you may follow your own Counfel. YH 
" immediately to Horfei .And efcjfp^ to Stdan, in 
** my Stockings : Where, if they make me wear out 
" a Pair as ap Exile; hy Heave ns^ I'll make' them 
*« wear out a. thoufend Pair o^ Boot's, ' 

His Words cjune to pafs, and the Effedl was a di- 
minutive Civil W'arl When' the ^een was forced to 
raife an Armyto'tedtitetliisl^/'/wi'^ ta Obedience/ 

f the 
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%e reft of his Party being imprifonedy as foon as 
ilie heard of his Flight- 

WhiJft thcfc Dijiurbames lafted, the Moors were 
ezpell'd out oi Spain to the Number of Six hun- 
dred thoufand. Part of thofe who liv*d toward the 
Maritime G)afts went by Sea into Africh The 
reil, whofe Reildence was farther within Land, 
fought a PafTage over xhtPynnttan Mountains, and 
fo thro^ the Southern Provinces of Fn^xrr^; offering 
a Ducat a Head to the Viceroy of Navarre^ for 
their fafe Condud. He, out of Curioiity coming 
to fee thefe Travellers, and beholding them rag* 
g^ and almoft naked, with Vifages like Gbofts, 
took Pity on them, and gave them Liberty of 
PafTage gratis ; faying, '' God forbid I fhould extort 
" fo much Money from thefe mifcrable Wretches, 
•* who are abandoned to the wide World. 

But it feems his Companion was needlefs. For 
thefe Mujfulmen were too cunning for him, having 
their fqualid, torn GarmentSf quilted all over with 
Gold and precious Stones. Which occafioned all 
People to ridicule the Vicerofs Eaiineis, and to call 
him the Friend of the Gibeonites. 

I fhould appear too partial in refledling fatiri- 
cally on this Prince, whofe Generofity deferves 
Praife : Yet I cannot but fmile at the Craft of the 
Moors, whereby they not only cfcaped paying the 
accufloni*d Tribute of PafTengers, but alfo blinded 
thefe Infidels, and took from them the Sufpicion 
of greater Riches ; which if they had once known, 
perhaps not a Moor fhould have carried a Piece of 
Money along with him into Jfrick* 

This Paflage fecm'd worthy of thy Knowledge, 
fince it in Part refemblcs the famous Departure of the 
Ifr oolites out oi Egypt, tho' it comes fhort of the Rob- 
bery and Plunder which they committed on the In- 
habitants the Day before they began their Journey. 
However, this Story may afford thee fome Diver- 
tifement. D At 
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As to the Marfiald' Ancrt^ the Queen's Favoa- 
rite in his Life and Death, he was compared to^r* 
janusy being qualified with the like Virtues and Vi- 
ces» and havbg much the fame Fortune; his Body 
after having been dnigg'd about the Streets by the 
Rabble, was at laft torn to Pieces. 

If thou wouldft know how the 'Dnke of Luitti$ ols 
tainM the Kin^s Favour y it was by Ingratitude. Por, 
when he and his Brother were firft brought to Court, 
they were both fo poor> that they had but one Cloak 
■between them ; and for that Reaibn could not go a- 
broad together. Yet being recommended to the 
King by a certain Nobleman for excellent Falconert 
they were received into Favour. But they abufed 
the Kindnefs of their Patron ; and infinuating ma- 
licious Things into the Kin£i Ear againft the Noble- 
man and his Family, caufed him to be banilhM from 
the Court. After which they managed all things. 

Then fucceeded Cardinal Ricbiieu in the chief Mi* 
niltry ; of whom I have faid a great deal in my former 
Letters to the Grand£es of the P$rte ; and thou wik 
find them in the Regifter, I will now add, what I 
n^ver mentioned before, that he was very ambitions 
to be thought a good Judge of Ferfe. He gave to one 
Poet for a witty Conceit in his Coat of Arms, two 
thoufand Sequins, tho* 'twas h\xt^Verje offeven words. 
Another he promoted to an Ecckfiafticttl Dignity 
worth a Thoufand a Year for comparing him to the 
frinmm Mobile. But he oaufed a third to be kick'd out 
of Doors for his Obltinacy in denying to alter a word 
of his Poem which the Cardinal difliked. 

This Miniftcr was very revengeful, andamongft 
other EfFcfts of his Temper, none was more taken 
notice of, or refleded on, than the Death of Mon* 
fieur di TboUf whom the Carnal cut off for no other 
Reafon, but becaufc his Father in a General Hifiory 
which he wrote, had rcprefented one of Ricblieu's 
Anceilon under a very ignominious and aboinina'- 
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ble Figure. That Hiftorian was the renowned 
nuanusy of whom I fuppoie thou haft heard. 

As to King Lttois XIII. himfelf» he was efteem*d a 
great DifTenibleri . accuftomed to carefs thoTe with 
more than ordinary Endearments^ whom he defign- 
ed fuddenly^to ruin: Whence it grew to a Proverb 
in his Time at the French Court,whtn they £iw any 
Nobleman fmii'd on, to fay^ HuBufinefs is done. It 
€annot be denied that this Prince had a great Spirit^ 
and (bme Wifdom ; yet he was x>brerv*d to tak^ 
Delight in many pett^ Adions unbecoming Royal 
Majefty, He would fpend much of hisTime in Paint- 
ing, and fend for the moft famous Mafters in that Aft 
to view his WoHcs. An equal Indination he ihewed 
lo Mufick : And ibmedmes he was ambitious to be 
thought a good Cook. Once he made a great Pad/ 
with his own Hands* filling it with Ventfim only iit 
for the Mouths of Infidels^ viz. The FldQi of Ihgii 
Wolves^ and fosces,, with other abominaHe Animalf^ 
of which it is not lawful for 2,True Believer to tafte. 
This he caufed to be ferved up to a Table at a Feaft 
which he made to fome pf his Courtiers, who to hih> 
Bour the King*s Handy- work, eat greedily of ^ die 
horrid Kih, and highly praifed hi$ Skill ; whilii h^ 
diverted himfelf with laughing at them. He had 
many other fuch Freaks as t^efe, which re&derltl 
him oontemptil^ and ridiculous to theGnnd^es of 
his Kingdom. In a Word, he was more nerer/eoced 
Abroad than at Home. Aad this was owing to 
the Cofidtt^ of Cardinal RiMieu^ who was juftigr 
cftce'm'd the very Gemvs €ii Fr^sfuel . 

lUuftriout Minifter, all that 1 have iaid of this 
Iblonarch fpeaks him but a Man : And no body is 
Wife at all Times. But the Follies of Princes are 
more confpicuous, than thofe of meaner Peifons. 

Paris, i^th of the izth M$9h, 
rf4bt Tear 1660. 
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LETTER XV. 

« 

To Mahummed in the Defart. 

MAY the Angel of Peace pitch his Pavilion 
at the Bntrance of that blefTed Cave, where 
thott refideft. May thy Soul feel calm and undi* 
Ihirbed Joys, and for ever repofc in Divine^ Tran- 
quillity ; whilil the reft of the World are molelU 
cd with perpetual Cares and Fears, Broils and En- 
mities ; Paffions within, and Furies without : In a 
word, whiift they are always in danger of one 
another, of themfelves, and of the Elements which 
compound their Nature. 

O Man, highly belovM of God, Favourite of 
the Angels, Care of Heaven, and the fingular 
Darling of Providence. The Palm of an Almighty 
Hand is extended under thee when thou fitteft 
down or walkeft, always ready to fnatch thee up 
from the Calamities which threaten this lower 
World, and lift thee to Paradife, where the Af- 
fembly of the Juft wait for thy Prcfcncc. 

There has been an Earthquake lately in thefe 
Partsr which has put all France into a great Con- 
.fternation^afloniihed every body« and increafed the 
Thought&ibe6 of the Wife. The £rft EffeOs 
of it were fdt by the Inhabitants of the Pyrenees^ 
which are certain Mountains dividing France and 
Spain* There it did great Miichief ; overwhelming 
fome Medicinal Baths, roany HoufeSyand deftroylng 
hundreds of People. Only one Mofque or Church, 
which funk into the Caverns below, was thrown 
np again, and Hands very £rm, but in another 
Place. This is looked upon as a great Miracle, ef* 
pecially by the Fr^ndf^ who, for ought I know, jnay 
ccnfurc jwtially, favouring (hdr ov^n Intereft; in 
. - . . .1 , regard 



i 



^^.M 



— -'-* 



Vol. VI. aS?Y at Paris. 53 

regard this Church has been difputed between them 
and the Spaniards^ each Nation claiming Right to 
it, as (landing before exadlly on the Frontier Line. 
But now their Quarrel is uncontellably decided, for 
'tis removed by this ConvoiiiOR of the Globe, near 
half a League from its former Situation, which is 
fo far within the acknowledged Limits of France. 
This the French Priefts magnify as an apparent 
Proof of the Juilice of their Preteniions, and the 
People feem very willing to believe it. 

* As for m^, I have another Opinion of Earth- 
quakes, and am perfuaded, that they are as natural 
as the Winds^ which no Klan knows how to draw 
into any Party or Faftion, unlefs we believe the 
Stories of (he Lapland Witches. Tm perfuaded that 
this Globe is much more ancient than the Genera- 
lity of Mankind imagine it to be ; that it has un- 
dergone various Changes by the Predominance of 
Fire and Water : And that it is now haftening to- 
wards another Revolution. I believe the central 
Fire has eaten its Way almoft to the Surface, and 
kindled all the Mines of Sllphur, and other inEa- 
mable Matter, which it meets with in its circular 
Afcent. Thefe, corroding and daily confuming their 
own Vaults, approaching alfo fomctimes too near 
the vaft Receptacles of fubterranean Waters which 
lie nearer the Surface, overheat thofe Lakes'; whicK 
being thus rarified into Vapours, and pent up in 
the Hollow of the Globe, ftrive to break forth with 
immenfe Violence, which caufes that Heaving and 
Rocking of the Superficies that fo terriiies mortals. 
But then the Caufe is very deep and far from us. 
For where the Surface is (hallow, in fuch Paffions 
of the Gbbe, the Earth commonly breaks and tum- 
bles in, with whatfoevcr is upon it. Nay, whole Cities 
fometimes have been thus (wallowed up. And tha 
Danger is eaiily foreknown by afhort Snatching and 
Trepidation of the Ground, Houfcs, Trees, Men, 
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•nd every Thing within its Reach ; for then the 
ConvuMion is generally fatal. But where the Mo- 
tion is heavy, grave and regular^ *cis a Sign that 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. 
And this is fy much the more evident, by how 
much farther the Earthmiake is felt above Ground. 
For the nearer any inch Paffion happens to the 
Centre, it muft be granted, that its Force is ex- 
tended the wider on the Circumference. This de- 
pends on a Mathematical Demonftration, and there 
needs no more be faid to thee who art confum- 
mate in the Sciences, 

What I efteem a due Refledlion on this is. That 
<ho' there be no Peril in thefe remote Earthquakes, 
yet we know not how foon they will come nearer 
to us ; neither can we be aflured, where or when 
they happen, or how far they will reach. It fol- 
lows therefore by a natural Confequence, That 
fince thefe Things are unavwdable, and all the Wit 
of Man cannot invent a Means to efcape finking 
into the Bowels of the Earth where it breaks in, 
tVc ought to be carelefs and indifferent what Death 
we die, and only be folicitous to live like Men, 
that is, according to Reafon. For whether oar 
Souls furvive or no, 'twill be comfortable to ex- 
pire in Pcslce, and full of our own Innocence. 
• 

Palis, ^tb of the iztb Moon, 
tf the liar 1660. 



172v End of the Firft Book. 



LETTERS 



r" 



LETTERS 

Writ by 

A Spy ^/ Paris. 



L E T T E R I. 

To the venerabU Mufti. 

I&RE u oaw lite to bet great 

I ChrageatthUCoort. Cardinal 

I Msz.ariiti\» AevA. He died at 

I tke CafiU of the Wsad' of Fin- 

H eiiHKti,onX.h.t^l)iofx.iMMeon, 

D having been fick a long Time. 

J There liappep'd a great Fire at 

the Leuvre (ia ifwty call ihe 

King's.Pa/«<f in this City) rixwt five Weeks ago, 

which obliged the Cardinal, who lodged thereat 

that Time, to remove, tq his own Houle. From. 
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whence for the fake of the Air, he was advifed bjr 
bis Phyfictans to go to the aforeiaid Caftle. But all 
in vain : For Death, which finds Accefs into the 
ftroiTgcft Fortreffcs, purfued him thither, and led 
hinv in Triumph to the Region of Silence and 
ForgetfulnefSf who made fo great a Noife and Bulllc 
in this our World, 

It is reported that a certain AjlroUger foretold 
him he fh'juld die in this Moon, But the Cardinal 
gave no Credit to him : Tho' one would think he 
had fome Rcafon to believe him in this, 'for the 
fake of a former Prediction of his, concerning th6 
Dake of Beaufort* I have mentioned this Prince, 
and the Enmity that was between Mazarini and 
him, which occafioned the Duke*8 Imprifonment in 
the Caftle of the "Wood of Vinciames. During his 
Reftraint, the -foreraentioned Afirologer gave it out 
in Faris^ That the Duke fliould cfcape out of Pri- 
fon precifely en fuch a Day. The Cardinal being 
informed of this, waited till the Day came, de- 
nning to panifh the Aftrologer as a Cheat, or at lead 
to expofe him for an ignorant Perfon. To which 
end he fent for him, and upbraidii^ him with Pre- 
fumption and Folly, in that the Day was now come, 
and yet the Dui^ d[ Beaufort was fliil a Prifoner, 
without any Hopes, or fcarce a Polfibility of efca- 
ping, ordered him to be fent to the Baftile, But 
the Aftrohger addreffing himfelf with much Sub- 
miifion and Eameftneft, /ix)ke to this Effedl : M^ ^ 
it pleafe your Emineffce only to refpite my Sentence 
tUl to-morroWf and then bang me if you do not find 
that IbavefpokeTrutb, Tbe Day tobich I foretold is 
iome indeed tint it is not pajf. A Courier willfoon con- 
vince you that Ibave not ftudied this Science invain* 
The Cardinal moved with thefc Words, only con- 
iinM the Afirologer in a Chamber of his own Palace. 
And the next "Dvf he received an Exprefs , which 
gave him an Account of tite Duke's Efcape, and the 

Manner 
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Manner of it, viz. That on the Day before, he 
had let himfclf down by a Ladder of Ropes into 
the Caftle Ditch, and was no more to be feen or 
heard^ of. Thus the Aftrologtr efcap'd the Cardi- 
nah Revenge, and got much Fame at the Court, 
which was incrcas'd by the CardinaV% Death, 
falling out exadlly according to his Prediction. 

This Minifter was a very fubtle Man ; and Car'^ 
dinal Rubiieu us'd to fay of him, That if be toer£. 
minded to put a Trick on tbe Devils be would only 
fet Mazarini to work* Therefore he made him his 
' Confident, inftrufted him m all Secrets of the Trencb 
Court, the Art of Government, and on hh Death- 
bed recommended him to the King, as the fitteft 
Man to fucceed him in the Management of the 
Pttblick. He was after the Death of Lewif XI IL 
at firft oppofed by feveral Grandees ; but the ^een\. 
Authority, and that of the Prince of Condd^ fup- 
ported him : Whence arole a common Proverb in 
thofe Days, Tbe ^ueen permia Ail, tbe Cardinal 
emmands AU^ and tbe Prince puts all in Execution ; 
For this laft had *then the Office of General, \ 

This Minifter was not eileem^d fo covetous as 
his Predeceffor ; yet he heap'd up vail Treafures y 
Part of which be beftow'd in magnificent Buildings, 
and Furniture, the reft he Tent into Italy tQhis_ 
Father j who, aftonilh'd at the prodigious Quan- 
tities of Gold he receiv'd, us'd to fay,. Sure it . 
rains Money in France. However he made him- 
fclf odious to the Subjects of this Nation by hiscon^ . 
tinual Oppreffions ; and they are glad he is gone. 

'Tis a By -word at Rome, when any Pope dies, to 
hyyNow tbe Dog is dead^Mll bis Malice is buried zv it b 
bim. But I doubt it will not prove true in the 
Court of France, ^t thisjundure. For the King will 
either find a Minifter equal in Subtilty to the de- 
^eas'd Cardinal, who fhall fupply his Place ; or he 
will take the Admiiuftration of Affairs into his. 
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own Hands. Be it which- way it wiD, wc arc like 
to fee the lame Maxims purfu'd, fo long as Car- 
dinai Ricbiieu*^ Memoirs are in Being, who firft 
t&ught this Crown to underfland its own Strength. 

Paris, \^th of the 3 J Moon^ 
tfiheTear 1661. 

■ I 1 I — i— — — Mi— IfcM ■ II » I , 

L E T T E R 11. 

To the Vizir Azem at the Porte. 

IHave fent a Difpatch to the Muftiy acquainting 
him with the Death of Cardinal Mazarim, 
Firft Minifter of State, and the greateft Favourite 
that ever livM. Now I will inform thee of fomc 
Paflages which I omitted in my Letter to that ve- 
nerable Prelate. It is neceiTary for me thus to 
diftribute my Intelligence, with a due Refpefl to 
the different Quality of my Superiors. 

Thou, I fuppofc, wMt require fome Account of 
}as Difpofition and Morals, with fuch a Chara^ler 
«s may render this great Genius familiar to thy 
Knowledge. 

He feemM to place his chief Happinefs in ag- 
grandizing his Mafter, whom he ferv*d ^ith a Zeal 
fo pure and diiintereiled, a Loyalty fo uncorruptible, 
and by fuch regular Methods of Prudence and Poli- 
cy ; as if in his Days, nothing were to be counted 
Virtue or Vice, but what either farour'd or op- 
pos'd the King of Franco's Intcreft. He was of a 
happy Conftitution for a Courtier, being by Nature 
dehonairy complaifant, affable, and of a fweet Der 
pbrtment. Vet Experience and Art taught him 
to improve thefe Advantages, to the Height of 
I)iifimuUtioni Yoa fliQuld fee Courtefy and extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary Goodnefs flowing into every Feature of 
his Face ; yoa fhould hear Words breathing from 
his Mouth,' like the foft Benedidions of an JngeL 
Yet at 'the fame time, his Heart gave the Lye to 
both. He meant nothing lels, than that a Man, 
(hould find him as good as his Word. He was ever 
ready to promife any Thing that was demanded of 
him : But in Performance flow, and fuJl of Excu- 
fes s frugal of his Prince's Money, and liberal of 
iiis own: Magnificent in his Buildings, and the 
Fumitare belonging to them ; aiming in all Things 
to exceed other Men, his Equals f tnd in feme to 
furpais, even mighty Princes, hb Superion. In a 
Word, he was accomplifhM with all Qualifications 
requifite in a fortunate Courtier and a good Saitef* 
man. 

Yet after all, this fublime Genius yielded tx> 
Dtath : But not like common Mortals. He ^ei 
altogether like himftlfy without fb much as chang- 
ing that fettled Gravity, and ferene Air of hb 
Face, as had been remarkable durbg hb Life. He 
made the King Heir of his Efbite^ and bequeath*di 
Abundance of Leveies. 

To fay all in brief: If he was Great in his Lifi^ 
he was much more fo in his Death i mingling his 
laft Breath with the Sighs and Tears of the K.ing» 
who lamented his Departure with the Mourning of 
a &» for ^ father. 

Paris, tStbo/the pi M^9t^ 
rf the Tear 16&1. 
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LETTER III. 

To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter cf 
the Cuftoms, at Conftantinople. 

• 

YEfterday a DifpaUh came to my Rand from 
a very remote Part of the Earth. Our Cou- 
fm I/ouf(tnt it from Aftracan^ a famou3 City for 
^raffick^ formerly belonging to the Crim Tartars^ 
but now in the Poflelfion of the Mufcoviteu He has 
been there a confiderable Time, nnding Profit by 
Merchandife: For there is a vail Refort to that 
City from China, Indofian, Ftrfia, Mofcovy^ and 
other Provinces of Europe and Ufia. The Roads 
to it, are daily covered with the Caravans of tra- 
ding People. And the River Volga can hardly 
fuflain the innumerable Multitude of VeiTels that 
tranfport PaiTengers with their Goods backwards 
and forwards, between Aftracan, and the Regions 
round about the Cafpian Sea, into which that 
mighty River difchvges itfelf. 

Ifouf is ingenious, an^ has pitched upon fome 
edvantagious Way of enriching himfelf, which 
tempts him to take up his Abode in that City, 
and there end his Travels; or at leaft, he will^ 
rcpofe himfelf there, tifl Fortune prefents him with* 
a fairer Opportunity of increafing his Wealth. 

In the mean time^ I perceive by hb Letter, that 
he gets Money apace, lives very happily, and has 
the Wit to keep himfelf free from the Yoke of Mar- 
riage, which embarrafsM him fo much formerly. 
He foon put that troublefome WifecnX of hb Mind, 
after he had divorc*d her ; and he never faird to 
gratify himfelf with new An^ours, where-ever he 
caatie in his Travels. He writes very comically 
aad I can't forbear fmiling, when he tells me. He 

has 
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has had as many Concubines as the Grand Signior. 
By which thou wilt perceive, that Ifouf is much 
addifted to Gallantry. He frankly confefles, that 
he firft learned this Mode of loving at large in Per- 
fia^ efpecialiy at Iffahan ; where he fays, 'tis a 
Mark of Honour for a Man to be good at in- 
triguing with the Ladies : And he is called a T^urk 
by Way of Difgrace, who frequents not every Even- 
ing the Gardens and Houfes of Pleafure in the Sub- 
urbs. But he adds, that in India the Liberty 
of courting Women is much greater. And that 
the very Nature of that Climate , difpofes a Man 
' to this foft Pailion. In a word 9 our amorous 
Kinfman retains the fame Humour flill. 

Yet this does not hinder him from prpfecuting 
hts neceiTary Affairs with Diligence and Alacrity. 
•He difpatch'd a Bafinefs for me at Archangel in 
RuJJiay and another ^tMofco^ very dexteroufly. 
Which convinces me, that he is not lefs fedulous and 
careful in Things which concern himfelf. He fays, 
the Mujcovites are the greateft Drunkards in the 
World* Their chief and moft beloved Liquor is, 
what the French call, The Water of Life, 'Tis a 
Chymical Drink, extrafted from the Lees of Wine^ 
or other ftrong Beverages : Such as thou know'ft is 
common among the Greeks, Armenians and Franks, 
in the Levant, When the Mufcovites are once got 
ioto a Houfc where this NeStar is fold, and are a 
little warm'd and elevated with it, they will not 
depart till all their Money is gone : Nay, they will 
pawn their very Garments from their Backs in a 
Frolick, rather than want their Dofe of this ine- 
briating Stufi; and go out (lark naked in the 
coldeft Weather, that is, fall aflecp in the open 
Streets, and yet are ne'er the worfe for it when 
they awake, but- go to their daily Work with the 
. greater Ardour. For, 'tis only the common Peo- 
ple are guilty of this Extravagance. As for the 
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Gently and Nobility, they are more dofe and re- 
fcrv'd in their drunken Debauches. 

The MufcGvites, according to the Charafter he 
gives me of them, are a very rude and unpolifli*d 
People ; furly to one another, and extreamly rug- 
ged to Strangers. They defpife all other Nations 
in the World, and fay, ^is impoilible for any Man 
to go to Meaven who has not a MufcoviU Soul in 
him. They profefs the Chriftian ReligUn^ and 
were formerly of the Grtek Churtb ; but now they 
have feparated themfelves, and fet up a PstrUnb 
of their own ; to whom Qy great a Veneration is 
pid, that the Emperor himfelf holds his Stirrop 
when he mounts on Horfeback. 

Brother, I defire thee to fpeak advantag^oufly 
of Ifouf^ to the Illuflrious Kerkar HaJJany and to 
the other Bafa\ of the Bench. He will be a 
ferviceable Man to the Grand Signier^ if encon- 
rag*d by fome Place of Honour and Profit. I wifli 
I could fay the fame of our Coufin Skyman. Bat 
he is too wife in his own Conceit. 

Dear Tefteli^ excufe my Abruptneis ; for m^ 
Hours are divided between the Service I owe to 
the Sultan 9 and the Affedlion I bear my Friends. 

Paris, ftb oftheKth Moon, 
of the Tear 1 66 1 . 



I. E T T E R IV, 

To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sciences 
and Pen/toner to the Sultan, 

I Have heard of thy Fame, and the Manner of thy 
Converfion to the Law brought down from Hea- 
ven: How that from ^CbriflianPriefl, thou art be- 
come a MafTuliDan Abdalla^ that is, a SelUver a^d 

Servant 
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Servant of the True God. May thy Reward, both 
here and hereafter, be according ro thy Integrity 
in this Change of Faith and Religion : For Hypo- 
crites are neither acceptable to God nor ^kn; 
yet moft Men are prdeJytcd for Intereft, Fear, or 
other human Regards. And in the Senfe of the 
Cbriftiam thou know*ft a Renegsido and a ViHain 
arc reciprocal Terms. 

The infupportable Miferies of Servitude, tempt 
many to embrace Circumcifion, which at once fets 
*em free^ and often puts them in a Condition to 
mend their Fortunes, and lire more happily than 
they did, even beforc^they were Captives : Whilft 
Ambition and Avarice, are prevailing Motives with 
others in more profperous Circumflances to be of 
the Grand Sigjiiof^s Religion, that fo they may 
rife in his Favour, and obtain fome confiderabte 
Preferment at the Court, or Office in the Army i 
like the ancient Meichites among the Cbriftians^ 
who were fo call'd, . becaufe they always profefs'd 
the Faith of the Grecian Emperors, without exa- 
mining whether it was Orthodox or no. A fort of 
religious Farafites,yrho would be any Thing tofcrve 
their own Intereft, and adore the Devil himfelf, 
provided their Sovereign fiiew'd 'em an Example. 

Yet after all, there are fome who change their 
Religion in pure Sincerity, only compelled thereto 
by the Dint of exalted Reafon, and Motives of 
Virtue. Such as thefe are thinking Men, Per- 
fons of bold Spirits, who dare call in Qoeftion 
the Tradition of their Fathers, examine the Prin- 
ciples in which they were educated, difpute every 
Thing, and bring all to the Standard of natural 
Truth. 

I rejoice to hear that thou art one of this Qia- 
rafler, and not in the Number of Counterfeits or 
Bigots : For fnch bring no Credit to the Religion 
they embrace^ but rather a Scandal. Yet the Arms of 
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the munificent Ports are open to receive all who 
profefs that God is one» and that Mahomet is his 
ApofUe ; leaving the Scrutiny, of their Intention, 
to him who fearches the Heart. 

Thy Learning gives thee fair Opportunities of 
dcrnig Good. Put it to a right Ufe. Convince 
the InfidilSf whom thou haft forfaken, of their 
Errors ; confirm the true Believers in the Faith, 
without Blemiih. 

Do this by Difcourfe, by Writing, and by thine 
own exemplary Life, which laft will prevail above 
Ten thouiand eloquent Seranons. 

In a word, (hew thyfelf a true and ^thful Fol- 
lower of the Prophet on Earth, and God will tran- 
{late thee to his Company in Paradife; where 
Mofis will introduce thee, Jefus will entertain 
thee with Joy, and all the 1 24000 Prophets will 
welcome thee to the Pleafures which know no End. 

Paris, 2\ft of the ^tb Moon, 
of the Tear 1661. 



LETTER V. 

To the Mufti. 

WE are apt to admire fome ftrange Paflagcs 
which we find recorded in ancient Hiftory, 
and whofe Truth is out of the Reach of any Mortal 
to prove : Yet we flight the Miracles which are be- 
fore our Eyes, evident Matters of Faft, which no 
Body can contradidl. Whence this fhould proceed, 
I know not ; unlefs it be from a natural Kind of 
Drowfinefs in the Soul, common to the greateft 
Part of Men j like the Sleep of thofe, who cannot 
fo foon be awaken'd by the loudcft Noifes they are 
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^uftom'd to> as by the foft and fUJl Idea^^ of a 
ftrangc Dream: So we regard not the Things 
to which we are daily habituated, tho' in them- 
felves never fp prodigious ; whilll we flartle and 
are amazed at the moil ordinary Relations of *An^ 
tiquity^ only becaufe they are novel to us, and we 
were not Eye-witneffes of the Things themfclvcs. 

I formerly fent a Letter to Cara HaVty the Sul- 
tanh Pbyfician, vyherein 1 mentioned feveral Pby 
fieians of Arabiay wlio in paft Ages> were eminent 
for fome remarkable Cures. But, I tell thee, not 
one of them could mitch the King, of Fra/tce^s^nc- 
cefs in curing an Epidemical DiUcmpcr, which they 
call the KING'S £ VI L. The general Symptoms 
of this Malady^ are certain Swellings in the Face, 
Neck, or other, Parts of the Body ; fometimes ac- 
companyM with Blindnefs, Des^nefs, Lameneis, 
and other Imperfedions. Thofc who are troubled 
with this Difeafey flock to the KtJ^t Court at cer- 
tain Sealbns of die Year, and being introduced in* 
to his Prefence » he only touches the Part affected 
with his Hand, and an infallible Cure follows. 

They fay, this Gift has been inherent in thje 
Kings of France for many Generations : And the 
Priefls magnify it -as a gi«at Miracle. But, I tell 
thee, all the Prodigy, in my Opinion^ lies in the 
Strength of the People^s Invagination, which thorn 
know'il works half the Cure in many Didempers. 
The Prieib fbtnd by the King, whilH be touchy 
the Sick : They repeat their Go/pel^ and ufe certain 
Prayers and Exorcifms, being veiled all in White 
like Magicians. TheCc Ceremonies are perform^ with 
Abundance of Gravity, which flrikes an Awe into 
the ' credulous Patients. And to render the Bufi- 
nefs yet more myilerious; whereas other Phyiicians 
take Money of the Sick, this Royal jE/culapius 
beiiows a Piece of Gold on every one whom he 
touches, which they are obliged to wear about their 
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Necks as long as they Uvis. Now, whether the 
Charm lies in the Gold^ or the Kif^^5 Touch, or 
the Prayers and Ceremonies of the Priefts, or fi- 
nally in the Patient*s Fancy^ it matters not mucL 
This is certain, that thoidands who come to the 
King's Feet, very much diforderM by this Evil, find 
a fenfible Alteration in their Bodies, before they 
depart from his Prefence ; and in a few Hoars or 
Days at mod, are perfeAly recovered. 

Perhaps, the Kings of Frana have fome Magical 
or Phyfical Tinfture in their Blood. Or, it n»y 
be, they have found out tl^ Philofopher*s Stoiie, 
fo much taik*d of; and delivered it down to their 
Pofteri ty, as a Part of the Royal Inheritance i 
which enables the prefent King to do fo many 
prodigious Things both at home and abroad, in 
Peace and in War, befides his Part in curing this 
Sicknefi. I am no Roficrueian^ nor very fond or 
credulous of Miracles ; yet I often wonder at the 
Treafnres of this Monarch, which appear inea^- 
hauftible. But the Ways of Kings are fecret, and 
he of France is fingular in his my toious Metboda 
of growing Rich and Great. Neither do all his 
magnificent Expences feem to diminiih his Wealth. 
The King of Sweden has been his Penfioner ever 
fince he began to reign: And Millions o£ French 
Gold, are difperfed among the German Princes. 

Thefe Things (Siufe his Sabje£b to defiiiant vari- 
oufly. But I refer them to thy oraculous Judg- 
ment, whofe fingle Te/ta is of Ten thoufand 
Times more worth, than the Decrees of a French 
Parliament. 

Paris, ^d of the jth Meen, 
of the Year 1661. 
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L E T T E R VI. 

T^o Mirmadolin, Santone of the VHctf 

Sidon. 

w 

Now I will vent holy Things, and what the 
Divinity fl^J infpire. The World was in 
Weeds when Ho/ain the Prophet was flain, and the 
Moon put on her Mourning Drefs. The Timbrels 
of Perfidf Arabia and 9abyl(mf were heard in tRe 
Dead of the Night : I'hcir Sound reach'd to the 
fbird Heaven : .The Shepherds ran to the Heights 
of the Earthy to difcover the Occafion of fo much 
Noife. The Centinels di Forts and Caftles gave the 
^Alarm, uid the Men hi War took hold of the Sword, 
the Bow, and the Spear. The 7)»f r// ovcrflow'd iti 
Banks, and Diarhklr became a* Lake. A dark 
Body of Clouds o'er-caft the Sky, and pour'd forth 
Thunder, Lightning and Hail. Fhre ran all along 
on the Sands of the Defart, and the Air was aU in 
a Flame. Horror poflefs'd the Minds of Mortals, 
and the Angels themfelves w«re uneafy. The Beaftt 
of the Field ran into Dens and Caves, and the Du'^ 
gons were touchM with RemorTe : Only the more 
venomous KtfiJba/cUwdVd with Pride : The Poi- 
ibn of Murther and Herefy had puff'd up their Souls : 
They and their Poflerity are accurs*d to this Day, 
nid to the Hour of the irrevocable Sentence. 

O Santone, great is thy Faith, in that thou haft 
aban^ned the Shadow of this World, and feparated 
thyfelf from the Contagion of Mortals. I revere 
the Msyefty of thy fublime Soul, the Intelledl 
ranging at Liberty. Thou daily gathcreft Flowers 
from ihe Garden of Eden, and being in the Body, 
enjoyeft the Sweets of Paradife. Kings would lay 
down their Crowm to tafte of thy Pleafures, did 
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they but tnow tjiem ; and exchange all the Glory 
of Empires for one Moment of thy unfpcakable 
Blifi. Thou Companion and Care of Angels, Dar- 
ling Qf the Monarch Omnipotent ! 

Where-ever thou lieft down, whether by Day or 
by Night,, the Watchers above fiand r«uiy with 
Vmhrella\ to ikreen thee from the fcorching Beams 
©f the Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and 
Stars, and from all Injuries of Weather. The Ele- 1 
ments go oat of their Courfes to ferve thee, and 
all Nature efpoufcs thy Intq^eft. 

'The Merchant hires a thoufand Camels, and loads 
them with the choiceft Riches of the Levant. He 
endures all the Fatigues of a long and dangerous 
Travel, thro' 5jr/^, Arabia^ and Ferfia ; runs the 
rifque. of Robbers, Diieafes, and ten thoufand Me- 
thods of Death: And after all his Hazards and 
Pains, is not half fo happy, nor fo rich as diou, 
who aboundeft in* every Thing, bccaufe thou deli- 
reft nothing which thou haft not, or that is unne- 
ccflary. The Ploughmen labour for thee in the 
Field, and fo do the Artificers in the City. The 
Noble and the Vulgar are thy Purveyors^ and the 
grcatcft Bwereigns pay Tribute to thee. Every 
Houfe is thy Home, and they count themfelves 
happy, under whofe Roof thou vouchfafeft to deep. 
They are really fo ; for Benediftion accompanies 
the perfe^ Man in all his Ways, and the Favours 
of Heaven overtake them that fhew Kindnefs to 
him. Thou art Lord of other Mens Eftates, and 
every Man's Field is thy Inheritance. Thou en- 
joyeft the Riches of this World, without being 
tainted with the Vices that attend 'em, and re- 
ceiveft immortal AfTurances and Seals of the future 
Glory, in the Life which is to come. O happy Eftatc 
of the Righteous f O Life to be truly envied ! 

Pa for me, I'm like a Galiey-Slave^ chained dowa 
to the Oar^ and forc'd to row inceftantly whither 
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the Mafter of the VeiTel commands. So I am ob- 
lige to obey the Di^tes of my Superiors, whether 
there be S;n in the Ca(e or no. I am fkften'd la 
the Gu^es of this vain World, and the more parti- 
cular Anxieties of State. From ^ which thou art 
happily free. 

Oh that it were lawful for me to (hake off the 
fretting Yoke, and difentangle myfelf from the 
Snares of liuman Policy f that I might live like the 
Men of the firft Ages, who honour\i the Earth as 
their common Mother, and made no envious In- 
clofures I they fported innocently on her fragrant 
Bofom, and never molefied their kind Parent, by 
Cruelty to any of her Off-fpring. They fuck*d 
the Milk of her Breaft : Her Veins fbreamM with 
Wine and Honey. They banqueted on Variety 
of excellent Fruits ; and no body thought of kil- 
ling and eating his Fellow-Animal. The Birds 
could then range the Air without Fear of the Fow- 
ler ; neither did any yawling Huntfman roufe the 
timorous Hare from her Seat. The Roes and the 
Hinds could fcamper at Pleafure o'er the Plain, 
without being hatter'd to the Mountains and Rocks 
for San6luary ; neither did any fly Angler trepan 
the Fifh of the Rivers. A& for the Sea, 'twas 
then unknown; no Man, as yet, had ventured on 
that perfidious ELEMENT, or found out the 
Ufe of Ships. There was in thofe Days no Fo- 
reign Commerce or Traffick, or any Need of it. 
Every Region fupply'd its Inhabitants with what 
was ufeful and neceflary : And thofe temperate 
Mortals delir'd no more. They liv*d without ir- 
regular Appetites, free from Ambition, Fraud, and 
Blood. 

This is the Life fo much delir'd by me,^an<l which 
thou aftually enjoycft. God augment thy Felici- 
ties and Raptures, that thou mayed pafs from one 
Viiion and Extafy to auother, till Gabriel fhatch 
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thy Soul away in a Divine Tfanfpor t, beyond the 
Poffibility of a Relapfe. 

Holy Santonty whilft thou art on Earth, pny 
for me ; and when thou art among the Immortals, 
do me (bme Favours which may lafi for ever. 

Paris, zSib of the %tb Moon, 
rf the Tear 1661. 



L E T T B R VII. 

75? Dgnet Oglou, 

MYTJufinefs in this Place obliges me to keep 
Company with all forts of People. Hence 
I indifferently aflbciate my felf with Statefmen, 
Soldiers', Courtiers, Priefts, Fidlers, Mcchanicks, 
Seamen, or Perfons of any Profcffion, from whom 
I can hope for any Improvement : For, there is 
hardly fo defpicable a Fellow in the World, who 
may not teach an inquiiitive Mind fomething, to 
which it was a St/anger before. 

Sometimes I converfe with Painters^ whom I 
generally find to be Men of Wit and Senfe, but 
very lewd and diffolute : However, they ferve to 
divert my Melancholy, to which thou know*ft I 
am much inclin'd. For they are the merrieft 
Sparks in the World, abounding with fmart Re- 
partees, Jefts and comical Stories, beiides a hun- 
dred mimical Tricks of good Buffoonry to make 
ione latigh ; that it b almoft impoflible to be fad 
in their Company. 

They are moll of them bred in the Academy, or 
in Colleges and Schools where the Sciences are pro- 
fefe'd : It b«ng in a manner neccffary, that Men 
^ this Trade fliould have a Smack of all Sorts of 
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Learnings and efpecially, that th«y fhould be mdif^ 
ferent good Hiftorians ; they being many timet de- 
iiirM to re^nrefent Pieces of antique and modem Hi- 
ftory, without a Pattern. They have a very facetious 
Way alio of telling a Story to the Life, as we]l as 
of drawing it fo in Pifture. They would diffolvc 
the moil ftiff and morofe Hadgi into Laughter and 
Jollity, to hear how gracefully they will ridicule 
the moft ferious Matters, and turn every Thing 
into Bur kf que \ For they are admirable Satiriftshy 
Nature, 

Yet thefe are not all dike, bat diifer in their Tem- 
pen like other Men. Some of them are proud and 
fbtely, others fawning and abjedl: And all of them 
great Humourifts. 

It was an odd Whim oi Martin Heemjkirk^ a &- 
mous Painter, that was bom at a Village, of the fame 
Name. He died in the Year of the Qbriftians He- 
gira, 1 574. This Man had araafs'd together in his 
Life-time a vaft Quantity of Money ; and having 
no Wife or Children, nor other Relations of his 
©wn to leave it to, he was refolvcd to^ do fomething, 
for which he might be talk*d of after his Death. I 
have heard of many dying Men, that have had one 
Caprice or other in making their Laft WUi^nA Te- 
flament : But thou wik fay this of MartifCz was 
fmgular. For, on his Death-Bed he bequeath'd all 
his Wealth to be diftributed into equal Dowries or 
Portions, wherewith to marry a certain'^umberof 
Maids of Heemjkirki his Birth-place, yearly, on 
this Condition, that the New-married Couple, 
with all the Weddlng-Guells, (hould dance on his 
Cravf. 

It is necefTary for thee to know, that fince his 
Death there has been a great Alteration oi Re/igion 
in thofe Parts : The Inhabitants, which in his time 
were Roman CatMicks, are now all Rroteftants. 
Ai^ at thcTimecf ehisChangeor Reformation, 9^ 
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they call it, it was the general Pradice of the Pr^//- 
ftants, todcmolilh all Images and Crojfis where-ever 
they found *em. Now, it was the CuOom of the 
Roman Caiboluks to fet up a Crofs at the End of eveiy 
Sepulchre of the Dead. Yet, fo great a Veneration 
have the Heemjkirkers for the Memory of thisPtf/«- 
tefy that whereas there is not a Crofs to be feen 
(binding in all the Country betides ; yet his, being 
of Brafs, remains untouch^, as the only Tit/e their 
Daughters can fhew to his Legacy > 

'Twas a more cruel and inhuman Giprlce of an 
Italian Painter (I think his Name was Giotto) who 
defigning to draw a Crucifix to the Life, wheedled 
a poor Man to fuffer himfelf to be bound to a Crofs 
for an Hour, at the end of which he Ihould be re- 
leasM again, and receive a confiderable Gratuity for 
his Pains. But inftead of this, as foon as he had 
him fail on the Crofs^ he ftabb'd him dead, and then 
fell to drawing. He was efteem*d the greateft Ma- 
fter in all Italy at that Time. And having this Ad- 
vantage, of a dead Man hanging on a Crofs before 
him, there's no Qgeftion, but he made a matchlefs 
piece of Work on't. 

As foon as he had finUh'd his Pi^urCy he carried 
it to the Popcy who was aftoniHi'd as at a Prodigy 
of Art, highly extolling the exquifitenefs of the Fea^ 
tures and Limbs, the languifhing, pale Deadnefs 
of the Face, the unaffeded Sinking of the Head : 
In. a woni, he had drawn to the Life, not only 
that Privation of Scnfe, and Motion, which we 
call Death ; but alfo the very Want of theleaft vital 
Symptom. 

This is better underftood than exprefs'd. Every 
body knows that it is a Mafter-piece to reprefent a 
Pafiion, or a Thought, well and naturally. Much 
, greater is it to defcribe the total Abfence of thefe 
interior Faculties, fo as to diftinguifh the Figure of a 
dead Man, from one that is only afleep. 

Yet 
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Yet all this, and much more, could th^ Fofe di« 
fcern in the admirable Draught which Giolto pre- 
fented him. And he liked it fo well» that he refolv'd 
to place it. over the Altar of his own Chappel : For 
thou knoweft this is the Pradice of the Nazarenes^ 
to adore Pidures and Im^es. Gioifo told him* 
iince he liked the Copy fo well, he would ihew him 
the Original if he pleafed. 

What doft thou mean by the Original , faidthe 
Pope ? ' Wilt thou Ihew me Ji^uJ Cbrift on ^e Croft 
in his own Perfon? No, replied Giotto, hxA I*U 
ihew your HolineTs the Originalfixun whence I drevr 
this, if you will abfolve mo from all punifhment. . 

The good old Father fufpe£ling fomething ex- 
traordinary by the Painter's thus capitulating witib 
him, promifedon his Word to pardon him* Which 
Giotto believing, immediately told him where ic 
was : And attending him to the Place, as foon as. 
they were entered, he drew a Curtain Ixick, which 
hung defore the dead Man on the Crofs, and told 
the Pope what he had done. 

The Holy Father, extremely troubled at fo lo- 
humane and barbarous an Adion, repealed his Pro- 
mife, and told the Painter he ihould furely be put 
to an exemplary Death. 

Giotto feemingly refigned to the Sentence pro- 
nounced upon him, only begg'd leave to finiih the 
Pidure before he died ; which was granted hinu 
In the mean while, a Guard was fet upon him to 
prevent his Efcape. As foon as the Pope had caused 
the Picture to be delivered into his Hands, he takes 
t Brufh, and dipping it into a' Sort of Stufi-* he had 
ready for that Purpofe, daubs the Pidure all over 
with it, fo that nothing could now be feen of the 
Crucifix; but it was quite eFac^d in all outward 
Appeaiaoce. 

. This made the Pope ftark mad : He ftamp'd^ 
Ibaxn'd and riiv'd Jikc one in a Frenzy. He fwor^ 
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the Painter ikoukl fofier tke moft cmd Death that 
CQold be iavcated, unleis he drew another full at 
gtx)d as tke former ; for if but the leaft Grace waa 
miffing, he wouJd not pardon him. But if he cou\l 
produce an eza£l ParalleJ, he would not only give 
aim his Life, but an ample Reward in Money. 

The Painter, as he had Reafon, defirM this un- 
der the Ptf^s Signet, that he might not be in 
Danger ef a fecond Repeal : Which was granted 
him. And then he took a wet Sponge, and wi* 
ped off all the Vamiih he had daubed 'on the Pio 
cure. And the Qiicifbc a ppeared the lasie in all 
Rc^kAs as it was before. 

The Pofif who looked npon this «s a great Se- 
cret, being ignorant of the Arts which Painters 
uie, was raviihM at the flrange Metamorphofis. 
And to reward the Painter^s treble Ingenuity, he 
abfoived htm from all his Sins, and the Punifhments 
due to them; ordering moreover his Steward to 
cover the Piifture all over with Gold, as a farther 
Gratuity for the Painter. And, they fay, this 
Crucifix is the Original by which the moil famous 
Crucifixes in Europe are drawn. 

I need make no other Rcfledlion on this, than 
that as the fuppofed Murder of Jefus the ^n of 
Mary^ is the Source of all the Chrittians Dcvotioni 
fo the real Homicide which this Painter commit-, 
ted, has made it more intcnfe and fervent, by 
how much the Crucifixes drawn after clusPatcem, 
excel all that were feen before them, in the tra- 
gical Portraiture of the martyr'd MeJJf^s. 

And for this Reafon it is, that Painters are in 
f[i great Efteem among the ItalianSy becaufe they 
form the Gods which thofe Infidels adore. It is no 
Wonder therefore, that the Chief Head of thctf 
Church, fhould fo eafily abfolve Murder in a Psin- 
^er, as a venial Sin, efpecially when it is done in 
Or dine ad D^m% as the Jefutt9&/y that is, topro^ 
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jnote God^s GI017, as the Pope ealil/ perfuaded 
hlmrdf this was ; fince Idolatry is the main En- 
gine which fupports the State and Grandeur of 
the Reman Cmrt. And all the World imows, 
that Holjr City is a Tvpe of Heaven; or atleaft 
the crafty Priells woula fain reprefent it h* 

My Friend, thou and I have feen enough of 
their Tricb and Holy Frauds in Sui/y. Piaife he 
to God, they had no Power to pervert us. Our 
Faith remains inviolate : We fUll pOfefs the Inte* 
^ity of Mujfulmanst the native Attach we owe 
to the Prophet, who was fent to exterminate Idols. 
In a Word, we adore none but one God, Creator 
of the Worlds. May that Incomprehenflble for 
ever keep us in the fame Fdith and Pra£Uce« ti| 
the Releafe of our Souls. 

Paris, i^tb of the gti MffOf, 
of the Tear 1661 . 



LETTER VIII. 

To Lubano Abufei Saad an Egypti^ 

Knight. 

THIS Court is now ztFontainbleau^rA all feema 
to be diflblved in Joy for the Birth of a Dau^ 
pbin. The Queen was delivered of this young Prince 
on the firfl Day of this Moon. There's nothing buC 
Feafling, Dancing and Reveling on this Account^ 
with Bonfires and congratulatory AddreiTes. Only the 
Duke oi Or lean St the King's Brother, has little Rea- 
ion to be over-merry, fince he was the next prc- 
iumptive Heir of the Crown, in cafe^the King died 
without Iffue Male: For the Laws of France cx- 
^^ode ^ Female Uqjs^ reigning. Yet, this Duke 
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dilTcmblcs his inward Gnef, for being thus pat by 
Jus Hope, and appears as joyfbl as the Father him- 
fclf. He hugs and admires the Rv^al Babe, wilh- 
Ing him Health and Long-life in a Compliment, 
whom he really could rather wifli out of the World ; 
.or at leaft that he had never come into it. So 
violent are the Temptations to a Qrozon^ fo ftrong 
the Defire of Empire^ that the Nearnefs of Rela- 
tion, which endears the reft of Mor.tals one to ano- 
ther, ellranges the Hearts of Princes from thofc 
of their own Blood, if they* ftand in the Way of 
their Ambition. And I can alTure thee, the Trench 
do not fpare to fay, the Duke of Orleans has enough 
jof rhis Vice to attempt great Things, were not his 
Genius over-aw*d by the matcblcfs Fortune and Spi- 
rit of his Brother. 

Neither is the King himfclf infenfiMe of this ; 
remembring with what Warmth the Duke received 
the flattering Addreflcs of fbme Courtiers, during 
his Brother's dangerous Sicknefs, when the Phyfi- 
ciaiis liad well-nigh given him over for a dead 
Mm. 

I was acquainted with this Paflage but lately, by 
P/min the Dwarf, wh© watches all the Motions of 
this Court. He tells me that the King being inform- 
ed a Rumour was vvhifpered among the Grandees 
of his Deaths caufed them all to be fent for, and 
to pafs through his Chamber, whilft the Curtains 
of his Bed were drawn open, that they might fee 
their Sovereign alive, tho' in a bad State of Health. 
He fays moreover, that the true Reafon why fe- 
yeral Lords jof late have been removed from their 
Offices about the Kin'g, is becaufe he refented ill 
the too early and pafljonate Court they made to the 
puke of' Orleans, on the Repdrt of his Brother's 
Dcach. *Tis natural to all ^4en to love themfelves, 
and to delire the Difpofal of their own A^irs. No 
ilan would be content to have his Eftatc given 
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away by his Servants at their own Difcretion. And 
Sovereign Monarchs are tlie mofl jealous of all M^ii 
in fuch Cafes : Particularly, the King of Fra/i^e is 
known to be a Prince very fenfible ot his Honour; 
•and ibon touched in that Point, by the leail Appear- 
JUnce of Difrefpedl iii his Subjects, and of IncfoacH^ 
nent in his Neighbours. 

As for the Duke of Orleans , he is a Prince of no' 
great Chara^er, either as a Soldier, or a Satefmah : 
Neither has he bcett- much talked of in the World, 
till the Beginning of this Year, when he married an 
Englijh Princefs, by Name Henrietta^ Daughter to 
the late murdered King of t\i^X Nation, 

We have had another Match here aJfo, between 
the late Duke of Orleans^s Daughter, and the Prince 
of Tufcany. Thefe Thing? occafion various Dit 
courfe among; thofe who pretend to weigh exa611y 
the different Ihtierefts of Cbriftian Court s^ efpecialJy 
of fueh as are concerned in the New Alliances, For, 
the grcateft Monarchs here in the Weji marry orily 
for Profit and Advantage, to fortify themfelves by 
a doler Union with the Houfe to which they are 
alliedr Whereas our E aft em Princes only indulge 
their Paifions in the Choice of their Wives ; admit-* 
ting none to their Embraces, but the molt exqui- 
iste Beauties that can be found. And where they 
once pitch their Fancy, they neither regard Riches, 
Honour, or any other Recommendation, fave what 
their Love fuggefls; being themfelves inexhaufti-* 
t>le Fountains of Wealth, Nobility and good For- 
tune to all who have the Happinefs to be in theix^ 
Favour. 

They fcom to fell themfelves, atad profllttrte tho- 
GJory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prince, for the 
Sake of a little Gold, and much more Trouble with 
^ proud Female, whom perhaps they never faw. 
Yet this is the common Practice among the Princes' 
of the Nazarene Belief; who confidcr not, that in- 
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ftead of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and % 
Friend, they often entettain a Snake, a Tractor, 
an Enemy : EfpcciaBy if (he be a Woman of Wit 
and Intriegue, aa moft of them are. . This made 
the now C^een-Mother, the Relict of Lewii XIIF. 
fufpe^ed by her Hufhand ; and the |»^ent Queeii 
6i France is under the like Circumfbunces : And it 
will always be fo, where Princes match themfelves 
after thb Manner, and cannot debar their Wives 
from holding a fecret Correfpondence with the 
Family from which they defccnd. 

AfTuredly, the Ottoman Polidcks are the moft re- 
fined and fecure of any in the World ; oar Religion 
moH holy, and our Morals moft found. Which 
three are evident Signs, that God has raifed up this 
facred Empire to fubdue a!I the Nations on Earth, 
and bring *em to the Faith of his IXvlae Unity. 

Paris, ^tb of thi i itb Moon^ 
cf tbi Tear i66i. 



L E T T E R IX. 

fo Cara Haly, Phyfician to the Grand 

Signion 

I AM now in my Chamber by a glowing Fire* 
Mranting nothing that can comfort a reafonable 
Man: Whilft I hear the Winds whiftling, the 
Snow driving upon my Windows, and the hollow 
Voices of the Watch proclaiming a Night little lefs 
cold than that lafling one they feel in the, Ar£lic]c 
Orcle once a Year. Yet I wifli myfelf in a Plain, 
of on the Top of fome high Mountain, where X 
might feel Nature in the moft rigid of all her Hu- 
mours » 
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jnoorS' I love Variety, and *tis a Pain to be con- 
fined to Pleafure itfelf, when *cis all of one Kind» 
or what I am nfed to. 

'Tis to thee, my dear Haly^ I owe this Thought, 
"When you told me once, as we were walking to- 
gether in the Cemetery of Sultan Solyman^s Mofque^ 
nat Man is madt far all Tbiftgs. 

I remember the Elegance and Force of Reafon 
with which you explain'd your Sentiment, upon a 
liOfe which I had then fuftained by Shipwreck : 
comforting me with this Reile£lion, That all the 
Gains bn Earth are only Burdens : All the Riches, 
Honours, Pleafures, and whatfocver is defired by 
Mortals, are but fo many Clogs to tie us fafter to 
this little narrow Globe, which we are born to 
trample on as our Footftool. 

AH this is true : But 1 confider farther,' that the 
Occurrences of thb Life ought to be received with 
Indifittrence, and we fhould be as chearful in a 
Prifon as in a Palace ; becaufe nothing can happen 
to us, which was not decreed by Fate. Methinks 
I could go as freely to Torments in a jud Caufe, as 
to a fumptuous Banquet. I could fmile at the Ma- 
lice of my Pferfccutors, and triumph over the vain 
Executioners, when I fee them fweat at their inhu- 
man Toil, and yet can never have their Wiils of a 
Soul caftinto fucha Mould as mine, whatever they 
may do with my Body. Tho' they excruciate me 
with a thoufand Inventions of Cruelty, tho' they 
•reduce me to Afhcs, yet they cannot rob me of my 
Reafon. Neither Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor 
any other Inftrumcnt of barbarous Rage, can hurt 
my Thoughts. 1 (hall ftill have the Power of M«- 
*ditating, in fpite of them all: And I efteem that the 
fpecifick Happincfs of a rational Creature. Thcrc"*s 
no fuch Thing as Pleafure or Pain, but what our 
Opinion makes fo. I have try'd ^o handle Fire ; 
I've grafped hot burning Coals in the Palm of mv 
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fand with which I now write. The devouring 
£'ement foon faften'd on my Skin, and eat its Way 
through into my FIcfh, whilft I was bufy in con* 
templating its Nature and Efi^efls, without being 
concerned in any Senfe of Pain. I kept a tight Reia, 
and curbed my Soul. I held it within Compafs, and 
would not fu^er it to winch, or laifli, or flounce 
out of it feir, or defccnd into my Body, to rcfcae 
the Part afFefted, or be concern'd at its Grievance^ 
Bat when I reHe^led on the Inconveniences that 
might follow, and that it would hinder me from 
ferving the Grand Signior and my Friends, I thrcflT 
the Coals away, well fatisfyM that I had made the 
Experiment without prejudicing my Reafon, or fal^ 
k]g into any PafCon unbecoming a Man. 

J take as much Pleafure in Failing, as in Eating 
or Drinking; in Labour as in Reit; in Watching 
as in Sleep, ^ There's no Excefs or Contrariety in 
Nature, which does not afford me as much Delight 
AS Mediocrity, or the Golden Mean itfcjf* I find a 
Guft in every Thing that happens to m«. And 
this I take to be the proper Part of a Mujfulman^ or 
of one refignM to God. 

Yet this hinders me not from builling in th« 
World, and profecuting my Bufincfs wi-th Alacrity 
and Ibme Eagernefs. We are born for Adlion,. and 
not only for Thought. 'Tis a mix'd Life we ar* 
to lead on Earth. But when I faH of my End or 
de/ir'd Succefs in any Undertaking, I am not troub- 
led, » con lidcring I was born to encounter Evil as 
well as Good in this mortal State. 

In all that I have faid, I do not pretend to th* 
celebrated Apathy of the Stouks. I ht\ Pleafure and 
Fain from the fame Obje6ls which thus afFedl other 
Men : but I feel *em with Indifference,, not fuffer- 
Mig my Under Handing and Judgment to participate 
with. 01} Pa&a&nd Senfe. 

thave 
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I have pferceiv'd my felf fometimes in Agonies^- 
which I thought exa6lly anfwercd the Charadler- 
of thofc which dying Perfoas htL And I believe* 
they were in a Degree the very fame : Yet I found 
no panick Fears upon me, no Dread of that amazing. 
Change : But rather certain blooming Hopes, youngs 
tender, fpringing Joys, arifing from the Thoughts 
of a new Life, the unavoidable EfFefl of that which;' 
we call Death, wherein I promifed my felf the Plea- 
fure of frefh Enjoyments and Divcrfions, towhiclx,* 
1 was wholly then a Stranger.' 

If thou thinked^ this too extravag^t, and that 
Death is not a proper Object of our Wifhes, yet 
thou wilt at leaft acknowledge, that It may furnifli^ 
us with fufficient Arguments of Content and Ac- 
quiescence, ilnce no Man <:an avoid it, and it 'is- 
fare to entertain us with Novelties which we never^ 
were acquainted with before, which recommends* 
It under a very defirabje Fignre, becaufe human *« 
Nature perpetually covets nev/ Things. 

I have feen Peifoos condemned to Death here iat 
Paris, who have been offered life'on certain Con- - 
ditions not agreeing with their Humour ; yet have* 
refufed it, and rather chofe Ddath which they knew-^ 
would free 'em at once from all their prcfent Trou-- 
bles. And thou know*ll with what Reiignation our^ 
GreateH Bajfa^s fubmit their Necb to the Execuii" ^ 
tiners, when the Grand Signior thinks fit to call for ' 
their Lives. All that they reply to th^/afal Mawdate, » 
is. The WaUf my Sovenign- Lord be dm* They.^ 
at once gather up all the Strength of their fcattered> 
Reafon, and fhrink their dilated ^ouls to a Point. • 
Then with a redoubled Force, they (hakeoff thlir * 
Inclinations to Honours, Riches, and the Plea(iires - 
of this \A{e^ as a Man rouzes from a long Dream s 
or Trance. With Smiles, .and a profound Submif*- 
fion they kifs thtRcyalFirme, being awaken'd to the:^ 
'X^hougbts of m$fe Uluflrious and Serene Joys than* 
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this gro(s Earth affords, even to the ineffable Plea- 
fores of Edifif the fure Reward of thofe that die in 
Obedience and Peace : Since they are to be efteem^d 
Martyn> as well as thofe who meet Death in the 
Field of the faaed Combat, in the War for our 
Holy Faith. 

Oh! that it were my Lot thus to expire in 
Honour, to have my laft Breath mixed with the 
devout Afplrations and Suffrages of True Believers, 
that fo my Example might edify others, and the 
publick Charafler of an untainted Loyalty might 
beneHt myfdf : Whllft Fame proclaimed it before 
my Arrival at the invilible Regions, to prepare the 
Ghofb of Juft Men to bid me welcome, and give 
me a kind Reception, who am yet wholly a Stran- 
ger m thofe Parts of the World : For Death itfelf 
cannot banifh me out of the Univerfe. And there's 
my laft Comfort. 

Thou, my dear Phyfician, wilt conclude, Tm 
Melancholy by this kind of Difcourfe. But I tell 
thee, *tis only another Way of expreffing the fc- 
cret Pletfure and Tranquillity of my SouX which 
IS more to be valu'd by him that enjoys it, than 
«U the Laughter and extravagant Mirth in the 
World. Thcfe only raffle our Paffions, and raife 
a Dull in our Eyes: Whereas the other compofe 
and purify our Reafon, giving us a conflant Pro- 
fpe^l of Things pad, prefent, and to come. So 
that we can never be at a Lofs, but always rea- 
dy equipped for the worft Contingencies. Ha/i^ 
Adieu. 

Parb, j^tbofthe ttti Mmt, 
ff fbi liar i66i. 



li ETT E R 



\-*%j 



^aaoM 



r 




Vol. VI. a Spy atV ARis. 83 

LETTER X. 

To ibe fame. 

THE Court of France in allThings endeavours to 
imitate the ancient Grandeur of the Roman 
Emperors^ and their Policy. As Uiey had their Am" 
fhitheatreSy whereon were exhibited all Sorts of 
Shews and Spe^lades to divert the People in Time 
of Peace ; {^ have thefe their Theatres whereon, 

' according to the more acceptable Mode of the pre^ 
fent Age, arc reprefented the various Kinds of Vir* 
tue and Vice ; Mens Follies and Perfedtions ; mo^ 
dern Humours, and the ancient Morality ; Jntrigaes 
of Love, and of State ; furprizing Aftions of War 
and the fubtJe Overtures of Peace; the Tyranny oC 
Sovereigns, and Rebellion of Subjects. In nne, what 
ibever ;s treated of in Boob, is here aded to the 
Life on the Stage, and with fo much Advantage of 

"Scenes, Interludes, Muiick, Dances^ Language, Wit^ 
Humour, and the like charming Circumibnces, that 
a Man at fome Hours cannot better paTs away his 
Time, than in being prefent at thefe ^tertain-^ 
ments. Where ail that he has read, either in an<» 
cient or modem Hiflory, deferving Remark, fhall 
be fucceffively prefented to his View, as efficacioufly 
as if the Perfons were now living, and in prefence,, 
whofe Aiflions each Play defcribes. 

There you (hall be introduced as it were, ]ato» 
the Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus: Yon ihali 
accompany Alexander the Great in his Expeditions 

^through Afia: You (hall fee him die of Poifon at 
Ba^yfyn, and the Macedonian Empire cantoniaeed z^ 
along his Officer : You ihall behokl all the Raaam 
Cafart in their Rife and Fall : With whatfoever 
Particukrities were obfervable in this or any othec 
teDown*d Monarchy on Barth ; iM>t tzduding the 
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kft and moft univerfal Empire of the Ottomans. For 
thefe ItifiliU prefame to a^ oVr i^n, the Part; 
of Tamerlatie, and lead about in Dramatick Tri- 
umph , the encagod, yet ftill invincible ^^'^z^/. 
In Habits, which only become the de{lin*d Conque- 
rors of the World, thefe Slaves dare pcrfonate the 
Glorious Sofymafif Mahomet the Great, the Vidlo- 
rious Se/imf and cvtvtAfmrat himfelf, the flouteft 
Emperor that ever reigned :. I mean, the Uncle oi 
our prefent Sovereign. 

Befides trueHiftory thus reprefented, theSpe€la-< 
tors are ibmetimes diverted with fabulous Entries of 
Qods, Nympbsy Fauns, Satyrs, Mufes, Graces, Mon* 
fiers, and whatfoever we £nd in the ancient Poets. 

There you fhall fee Pr^/w^/ife^x fetching Fire from. 
Heaven, to give Life to his Man of Clay ; Lycaon. 
transformed into a Wolf, for his inhofpitable Car- 
ri^e to Jupiter ;. Ganymede fnatched up into Heaven 
by an Eagle, and made yy/zV/r's Cup-bearer, for his 
£ngular fieanty. It is pleafant alfo to fee PJ^rixus^ 
with his Sifter Helle^ fwimming o'er the Heiie/pont 
•n the Back of a Ram, with a goiden FJeece^;- whilft. 
1^ for Fear, fells off, and is drowned : Aodfrom her- 
fizmcfHeiieJ that Sea is fuppofed to be fb called. 
In the mean while,. Pbrixus fwims forward, and. 
arrives at Co/r^^iV,. where hefacrifices the Ram, and 
hangs the golden Fleece up in the Temple ; which 
was afterwards ftole away, by J a/on and his jirgo- 
nauts. It is equally diverting, to fee the Artifice of 
the Scenes and Machines, which reprefent yupiter 
transforming himfelf into a Shower of Gpld,.and fa 
defcending into DannitlA^i^ when he begets Perfe^ 
m on her, who fubdued.the Ggrgonfi, and with Me^ 
duju^t Head turned the C^^/«. Nobles into Statues : 
in ai word, ail the ingenious. Fi<iUons of Orpheus^, 
Uonury IJeJted, Ovid, and the reft of t^e Greek and 
Romsn, Bocts,. aro- here tranflated^ not fa much 
ficaDsCuifi.IaBgns(e; tOjaoother^a^ (com W/^rds.tq 
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AdUons, and from dead, inanimate Chara£lers, to^ 
living Fjgm-cs of <he Things thcmfelves. For thefc- 
Sort of Plays are aftcd by Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, cuird out and educated &r that Purpofe; 
and the Managers are at a vail Charge, for Varie- 
ty of proper Scenes and Dreflcs for every Occaii? 
on; each A6lor being exaflly appareled according. 
to the different Quality of Peribns reprefented; and 
the Mode of. the Age and Country v\^herein they 
lived. 

Thefe Sort of Divertifiunents are very agreeable 
both to the Court and City. The King takes great- 
Delight in them, efpecially in Ballets and PaAorals, 
. which confifl: chiefly of good Songs and Dances,, 
mixed with bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques,. 
i£prefenting;Mon(lers and Devils, as the Cbriftians 
ufualjy defcribe *em. 

But there was lately a.Check givea to their Sport, 
by an Accident which has furpriz'd all People that 
hear of it, and has puzzled the mpd intelligent. 
Heads to give an Account. of fo ftrange an Occur- 
rence; 

On the 19th of this Moon,- the King and the., 
whole Court were prefent at a Ballet, reprefenting 
the Grandeur of the French Monarchy. About thc- 
Middle of the Entertainnient, there was an Antique-. 
Dance perforra'd by twelve Mafqueraders, in the, 
fuppos'd Forms of Damons, But before they. had, 
advanc'd far in their Dance, they found an Interlo- 
per ampngfl 'em, who by cncreafing the Number tch 
Thirteen, put theiiv quite oux of their Mcafures: 
Eor ihey.praftiie t\(^rf Seep and,Motion before* 
hand, till they are pcrfedl. Being abafli'd. there- 
fore at the unavoidible Blunders the. Thirteenth 
-Antique- made 'em commit, they Hood ftill. liker 
Eools, gazing at x)ne another : None daring to un-- 
aoafk^ ortpeaic a. Word; for that^woulU have put, 
all the S£e^tors into a. Diforder and Confufion^ 
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Cardinal Mizarini (who wm the chief Cont 
of thefe Enterwinmsntj, to divert the King 
mote ferioas Thoughts) ftood dofe by the y 
Monarch, with the Scheme of the Ballet it 
Hand. Knowing therefore that this Dance n 
confift but of Twelve Antiques, and taking 
tice that there were aflually Thirteen, at firil 
pnted it to fome Millake. But afierwardj, \ 
he perceived the Confufton of the Duicers, 
that they could not proceed, lie made a more 
row Enquiry into the Caufe of this Diforder. 
be brief, they convinc'd the Cartlinal, that it < 
be no Error of theirs, by a End of Demonftn 
in that they tiad but twelve Antique I>reires ol 
Sort, which were made on purpofe for this j 
cular Billet i whereas the thirteenth Dancer 
difguit'd after the fame Manner. Therefore 
conchided, that either the Devil or fome 
dfe, had put a Trick on them. That which i 
it Teem the greater Myftery was, that when 
came behind the Scenes to uncafe, and exa 
the Matter, ihcy found but twelve Anti 
whereas on the Stage there were thirteen.. 
■ ThcpreciferSortofBigotsgaveit outfbrcei 
That (he Devil was amongft 'em : Whilft o 
more probably fay, 'twas only fome envious oi 
bitious Dancing-Mailer, who was either refoli 
be reveng'd for not being one of the Twelvi 
defign'd to (hew his Parts Imtgnito againft am 
Opportunity, and in the Inttrim, fet the Co 
wond'ring at his fingular Skill and Dexterity ; 
it was obferv'd, that one of the thirteen fai 
pafs'd all the reft, and did things to a Miracle 
Be it how it will, it has brought to Mem< 
Palfage that happen'd Qn the like Occafion 
Town not far from Paris, about eighteen ^ 
ago, yet was not half fo much talk'd of the 
'[19 now i which was the Reafani I to^k mi N 
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of it in any of my Letten. But now they arc 
big with it: 'Tis the general Difcourfe of all 
Companies who^iake Comparifons of that Event 
with this. Perhaps 'twill not be unpleafant to thee 
to know it. 

In the Year 16449 toward the latter End, a . 
Company of Stage-Players were at a Place calPd 
Vitry^ entertaining the People with Comedies i 
but there happenM fomething really tragical to one 
of the A£lors, This Man was to perform the 
Part of one Dead^ and then he was to revive again 
by Magich He a^ed his Part too truly, and 
baffled the Necromancer^ Art. For when he 
toiichM him with his Talifman^ as the Rules of 
the Play required, in order to his RejurreBioMy 
the inanimate Trunk could not obey. The Maa 
was Dead indeed. 

Whether he overftrain'd himfelf in imitating 
the filent, Hill, and irrecoverable Privations, of that 
paflive State, and gave his (Tippery Sou/ a ilrong 
Temptation, with a fair Opportunity to efcapc 
its Bonds; or whether Heaven had .a particular 
Hand in fo remarkable a Catafiropbe^ I will not 
prefume to divine. But this and the other Oc- 
currence, has put the People quite out of Conceit 
with Plays, 

Sage &//, remember the Arabian Proverb yG.^ 
which fays, T/j not good to ]eft with God, Deaths K 
^r the DeviL For the Firft neither cany nor will ; / 
be moclCdi the Second mods all Men, one Time or ( / 
^ther ; and the Third puts an eternal Sarcafm on 
thofe that are too familiar with hinh 

Paris, loth of the \ft Mooffp 
of the Tear 1662. 
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letter: XI. 

To Dgnct Oglou. 

GO D unravel my SouJ, revcrfe my Faculties, 
turn my Nature infide out, make me a Mon- 
ger of a new Predicament, or annihilate me, which 
he pleafcs, if I am not troe to my Truft; yet the 
Minifters of the Port fufpeft mc: 

By the Thoughts of Mabomet our holy tawgiver, 
whilft he was climbing" the boundlefs Heights of 
the Firmament, I've a Heart like the Roman Cur fius^ 
who bravely leap'd into the fathom^efs Abyfs to fave 
his Country from Ruin. They miftake Mahmuf^ 
who think he'll be pimp'd out of his Loyalty by 
Frowns or Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or 
Tortures. I'd run the Rifque of Damnation it felf to 
ferve my Sovereign, or to do any thing becoming a 
Man oP H6nourv Yet my Superiors ufe me like a 
Villain or a Traytor. Their Letters arc full 'of Re- 
proaches and Threatnings, as if Iwere not worthy 
to live. 'Tis ftrange to me whence all this Malice 
Ihould proceed; and that after I have done andfuf- 
fer'd all that could be expelled from a Muffulman in 
my Poll, to demonflrate my incorruptible Fidelity 
to the Grand Signior, I Ihould ftill be perfecuted 
as a SV^r, and Enemy to the Ottoman Intereft, I 
know not what to thmk of it. 

If I have done any thing whth d^fefves Death 
or Imprilbnment, why dio they not fend forme to 
Confiantinople, and execute Jtiftice on me ? Or if I 
am not thought fit to continue any longcx in this 
Poft, why do they not call for my Commiffion, and 
give it fbmcbody better quahfy'd? Either of thefe 
would be a merciful Proceeding, compar'd with the 
more cruel and ignominious Way they have invent- 
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ed to murder ine: For, naw they put me to a 
lingring Death, by continually corroding an J waft- 
ing the Peace of my Soul, which is my Life, with 
Contempts and Reproches. 

I am not at all troubled when t&ey tax me with 
Atheifm, or fay, I'm a Kyjilbafchiy a hiBerfine, z 
Cbriftian^ a Heathen Pbilcjopher ; or when they are 
pleas'd to make a Monfter of me, a Mungrel Galli* 
jnaufryt a walking Hotpotchy compounded of yettf 
Turk, Nazareney and Epicure^ In loading me with 
thefe opprobrious Titles, they rank me with fomeof 
the greateft Mortals, and engage even our Holy 
Prophet himfelf tpefpoufemy Caufe, and vindicate 
my Reputation ; fince he is in thefe very Termg 
blafphemM by the Followers ofjefus: Thofe Infi- 
dels forgetting that their own Mejias was after the 
like manner traduc*d by the JetvSy who called him 
ImpoftoTy Magician^ Heretieky Devily and I know 
not what. This has been the Lot of i^l holy Men and 
Prophets, to be envy'd and afpers'd by the Grandce» 
of the Nation and Age wh-ercia they liv'd;. Bceaufi^ 
they boldly reprove their Vices, and taught them 
the lincere Maxims of Virtue bothby word and Ex- 
ample. And though I have not Vanity enough toj 
lift my felf in the Number of prophets, or perfeilJ 
Men ; yet I have reafon to conclude, that all this 
Perfecution is rais*d againft me, on the Account of 
the Liberty I take toreprdhicndthe Errors and Fai- 
Ibgs of thofe Who are Slaves to the Grand Signior 
as well as I : Tho* I have been commanded to do 
this by the moft Ayiguft Miniller of the Empire. But 
mat Men in Power love not to be told of their 
Faults. They wou'd live Arbitrary as Sovereigns, 
without the leaft Check or Controul. They wfll 
rather cherifti a thoufand Flatterers and Sycophants 
than fuffcr one Diogenes to live. 

But that which vexes me moft is, that they 
^ance upon me la fome Exprei&ons, as if I were 

faifH 
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fdfe to the Truft vrhtch is repo$'d in n 
ibr wliich I ever had an invincible 
■nd which wou'd fooner tempt me 
Times to die, than to be once guiliyc 
know'ft mv Temper, and I need fiy ) 
I fhou'd have bnrft with Grief and 
had I not given my Refentmeno this \ 
to ft Friend who, by knowing my Afi 
oneHalf of it for bis own Share, and I 

Rris, idefthi ^th Mm, 
eftbtYear i66i. 



LETTER X: 

f0 Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, 
to tht Seraglio. 

THEY have a Proverb here jn th« 
fays. All ii not Geld that GHfti 
frequently verify'd in their own Pri( 
generally the greatell Hypocrites in th 

I had not been long in this City, 
a Letter to Bidridln, Superior of the 
C^ni in NaUlia, wHofe Soul Is now 
wherein I gave him an Account of thi 
once had with a Jefuit. For, pretend 
Student and Retainer to the Clergy, 
avoid the Company of Hcclelialticks 
was my Interell to infmuate into th 
tance; and to tell the Truth, I havi 

Eeat Part of myBulincrs to gain a Fan 
lefts and Dervifes, ever fmce I came 
There was Abundance of Reafon for i 
tal Accounts. For I improv'd myfelf i 
Society of thofe amonglt them that : 
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and I cdifjrM not a little by the very Igncffanee and 
Follies of others. From fome I fqueez'd out Se- 
crets of State, and the Deiigns of Cabals: By others 
I penetrated into the myfterious Vices of their own 
Order. In a word, all of them taught me fbme- 
thing or other which I knew not before 5 and I ne- 
ver had 6tca£km to repent of keejnng them Com- 
pany. 

I contrafted a particniar Priendihip with an ho- 
n^ Friar or two in this City, who were Perfonsof 
Candor and Learning : But now they are dead. Be- 
fidcs, I have had no fmalJ Intimacy with Cardinal 
Riebiieu, and his Succcffor Mazarini. I tell thee, 
if I had not coveted the Fricndihip of thefe princc- 
\j Pricfts, yet it had been impoffible to efcapc their 
knowledge, as obfcure a Figure as I make. For, 
it was their conftant Pra^ice, thns to feek out all 
the Strangers and Travellers in this City, under 
pretence d^ that great Regard they had for Men of 
Merit ) but in reality, to pump out of them Foreign - 
Secrets. 

Cardinal Riehlieu profefs'd a great Kindnefs to 
me, becaufe I had been at Conflantimphy and in o^ 
ther Parts of the Grand Signiorh Dominions. He 
leemM alfo to value me not a little for my Skill in 
interpreting Greeks Stiavonici, and other Languages 
of the Eaft. What he thought of me in's Heart, I 
cannot divine ; but I hive reafon to think, hefu(^)e£t-^ 
cd me for a "Mujfulman. And yet I wonder he nc^ 
vcr fearch'd for the main Proof, the Mark- of Cir- 
eumfion. Perhaps, 'twas an Effefl of his good 
Nature, as being loth to ruin me irrecoverably. 
But I had rather afcribe it to Providence, which 
wou'd not fuffer him, it may be, to make fo fataJ 
a Reflection : Yet, by his Order fome Years ago, I 
was imprifon'd for fix Moons. What the Meaning 
on't was, I could never dive into. But J had a 
ihrcwd Jealoufy of a certain Tranfihanitm Relident 
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M thit Court, who perhapa might do ne fome iU 
Offices. The WoHd'a like a Lottery, wherein wo 
muft ezpefl to meet with many unlucky Chances. 

By what I have faid, thou wilt eaJUy perceive 
that alcho' [be Prielb malie a fair Semblance of Piety, 
Mortilicationr and other Rt/igitusVutao, ye 
are great Bufy-bodiea, ondwhoUy takes up ii 
lar Affairs. 

If this were the worft Charaflerthcy deferve 
night pafs for very good Men, and neceiEi 
ftroments of the puHick Wellare: Becaufe, 
have the Tutelage aod Guardianlhip of all 
Confci«ices j iiuty form *eni in their Youtl 
govern Vm m their ripeft Years, Befides, 
have many Advantages of ftadyi:^ the Po 
more than otber Men, as being all educated 
Academits, whercif they benot very dull, the 
not fail of becoming good Hiftarians, and ii 
rent Stattsnun. For their Liirarits abouni 
tilmxaaaciiiiHiitiitwaAmfderniyrlUrs, ati' 
Conver&tion is geaeralljr refin*dand pregn 
Jntrigaes'. 

But they corrupt their Learning with tidfe 
ims which they borrow from an intolerable 
and SenAialiiy; perfuading themfelves, thai 
■re as &r above other Men, that i«, the La, 
thofe are above the Beafti; that God t 
Aow'd on them a Dignity fupecior to that 
grcateft Temporal Monarchs ; and, in line, th 
Sarib'K a Paradifi, aod themfelves the Goi 
I^rds of iL 

When Ifpeak ac this Rati of the Vaxaune I 
oaderlland me not without ReArlflion. Th' 
£>me good and holy Men amongll ihem.reil 
unblemifli'd- Manners, and. incorrupt Sin' 
But, thefe are very rare ; and the French . 
•reefteem'd the molt fmcereof any iviihin lb 
a£ the S-oman ChurJi. 



Vol.TI. a Spy at Paris. 93 

As for the Italian Clergy, they are meer Liber* 
titles; the moft debauched and profligate Fellows in 
the World. 

. Adonai the Jew^ a late private Agent of the 
Grand Signior, who had traveird up and down 
thro* all Ita/y^ and reiided a coniiderable Time in 
the chief Cities and Towns of Note, made manj^ 
curious Obfervations and Remarkson the Livesof the 
Priefb which he fet down in his Journal. This I 
have by me now, i t being fen t me, according to my 
Defire, after his Death by Zeidi ^lamanzi, hisSuo 
celTor in that Station, -who is at prcfent at Venice. 

I have perus'd this Relation my felf, with no 
fmall Pleafure ; and beUeve *twill not be unwel* 
come to thee, to give thee an Abfbad of what he 
lays. 

It is poflible; he may exaggerate fome Things, 
and deliver himfelf too partially in others, out of 
the natural and inherent Averfion the Jews have for 
the Cbriftians, B«it thou wilt find, that in the 
Main, he iniifts only on fuch Refle6tions a^ it be* 
comes any Man to make, wliohas the leaft Spark of 
common Morality and Reaibn. 

In the firft place, he finds Fault with the Ecclefi- 
^icks, in that they abftain from Marriage them- 
Idlves, yet recommend that State to the Laity as a 
very holy Sacrament and Myftery.of Religion : 
whiiHthey indulge themfelves at the fame time in ail 
manner of Lafcivioufnefs ; wallowing in Fomica* 
tion. Adultery, Inceft, and Sodomy it felf He 
fays, there is hardly one Priefl^in Ten, who does 
not keep two or three Harbts; and the moil re- 
dufe IXervifes, are either Pimps to other Mens 
Lulls, or they indulge their own with the moflin« 
famous C&urtezans^nd Catamites. Thefe Preten- 
ders to Perfe^ion and San£Uty, are often found 
Mafquerading and Revelling about the Streets in the 
Time of the Carnsva/, witk a (Company of Whores 

for 
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Ibr their Attendants. Nay, all the Year round their 
Mooafteriesare no other than ^iews orBntbel-boufiSm 
They introduce Women into their Cells in a monA^ 
fiick Habit» and fo they pafs for Men who come to 
vifit them aa Friends, Relations, or TntveUers-Thefe 
Ladies ofPleafure lie thus concealed for many Days 
and Nights together. And the Superior of the Cch-^ 
vent winks at this for a little Money, being moil 
commpnly as bad as any of them. 

Thefe Holy Fathers go marching and touching 
along the Streets, in the moil mortify*d manner i- 
maginable. You wouVi take *em for perfed Santones 
and Ideots. Yet this is all but Mummery, whilil: 
they are the moilgIozing£^/^rri7^/ in the World, 
meer Devils in a City, and abounding in wicked 
Thoughts and Pradices. 

Adonai tells a plea&nt Story of a young Monailick 
of St. Domimck\ Order at Rome, This Monk was 
of noble ExtradUon, and his Parents were very rich 
Aid powerful in the City. On which Account he 
was indulged many Liberties deny *d to the reft of his 
religious Brethren. He was permitted to cariy good 
Quantities of Gold and Silver about him, for his per- 
ianal £xpences ; and to wear a fecular Habit fuita- 
bie to his Birth and Quality. But*this Liberty had 
Hke to have provM &tal to him one Night durii\g 
the CarnwaL 

It was late, and veiy dark, when this religious 
BuDy was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for 
Wborts ; and walking under cjertain Piazzah near 
ihe River Tyker^ he was accofted by a Woman maik^d 
and in a very good Dreis » who fpoke to him frank- 
ly, a£dng him the way to // Kotundo. This is the 
iUme of a Church in Rime^ dedicated to All the 
faints : In the Time of the Gentiles, *twas called 
Pahthesn, or tticTintfU of blithe Gods, TheMonIc 
bang in one of his rambling Equipages, and his 
IncUaatiooa equally bent oa Pleafure i Jiavlng 
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dUb a hundred Florins about him ; prefdntly made 
anfwer. He wou*d condudl her to the place flie en- 
quixed for. She, after fome counterfeit Eilaysof a 
xnodefi: Repulfe, at lengh accepted his Offer: And 
by the way, he perfuaded her into a Tavern. The 
cunning Nymph managed her Bulinefs fo well, that 
the Monk over-heated with Wine, and other coftly 
Entertainments, grew fo in Love with her, that he 
£>i^ot (he was to go to the Pant been y and offered 
to wait on her home. She accepted the Motion, 
ftnd tcUingJ&im her Houfe was featedon the Banks 
of the Tjletf they retumM the fame way as they 
came. 

When they arriv'd at the Piazza^s, where they 
£rft met, three Perfons appearM, muffled up in 
Cloaks: Two of which fuddenly feizM the Monk, 
holding their ponyards at his Breaff ; whilff the third 
difcloiing the hidden Light of a dark Lan thorn, 
whichhe held in his Hand, faffenM on the Lady, and 
made her unmaflc. As foon as he faw her Face, he 
itampM and rav*d, menac*d and fwore he woutd^ 
the . Death of that Villain who had debauch^ bis 
Wife. AH this was but a fore^laid Defign. ]n a 
word, after all the Parts of an abusM, incensed re- 
vengeful Hulband, afled to the Life, at laff, through 
the Interceifion of the two other Ruffians, and the 
Monk's penitent and fubmifiive Addrefs, it was con- 
cluded to fpare his Life, and only fbip him naked ; 
leavii)g him in that Condition to feek his Fortune a- 
mong the Watch. 

^ This was foon put in Execution, and the Free- 
})Ooters, with all their Pr^, fecurely marched off^. 
The poor Monk, thus miferably abandoned, with* 
out Garments, Mon^, or any Thing to comfort 
lum in this Calamity, or to bribe the Watch, gave 
himielf over to Melancholy and Defpair, in regard 
thb Accident would bring an eternal Infamy on 
Hxa, and he ihQu)d be no longer able to ffiew his 

Face 
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Face in Rome^ tie Scat ofhis Nativity ; nor among 
any of liis Kindred and Friends. Sometimes. he 
thought to drown himfclf in XhtTyben or elfe to 
counterfeit a Phrenfy, and fo run brawling, drivel- 
ling, and talking Nonfenfe thro* the Streets ; hoping 
the reft wou'd never be divulg'd. 

Whilft he was ih thefc penfive Thoughts, irrefb- 
lute what to do, the WaUb walking their Rounds, 
bolted upon him on a fudden ; and feeing a naked 
Man, at that Time of Night, in fuch a folitary 
Place, at firft were ftartled, as tho' they had met a 
GhoJI 9 but recollefting themfelves better, they bold- 
ly feiz*d his Perfon^ and examin'd how he came in 
tlut Condition. 

It was in vain for him to beg, intreat> and pro- 
jnife any Thing, if they wou'd not expofe him to 
open Shame. This dtd but increafe their Curiofi« 
ty and Sufpicion. In a word, the Place of their 
Rendez vouz being very near the fame Tavern where 
this unfortunate Monk had regal'd his Strumpet, 
they led him thither, and kept him Prifoner till the 
Morning. He that kept the Houfe remember'd 
his Face again, and knowing that the Governor of 
Rome had a fecret Enmity againft the Monk, and 
all his Race, fenthim private Intelligenceof this Ad- 
venture, encouraging him to take this Opportunity 
of Revenge ; hinting withal, that he need not take 
notice, that he knew the Monk, but only punifh 
him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the Laws of 
the City. 

Tlu: Governor, being glad of this Occafion, when 
the Monk was brought before him, ordcr'd liim to 
be whippM thro* the very Street where hisMonaftcry 
Hood. This was done accordingly ; and as he 
pafs'd by the Gate, his Brethren, feeing him in 
that Condhion, rulh'd out, and refcuM him from 
the Executioner's Hands* breathing Revenge againft 
the Governor, and^ll that were c(Hicern*<l in puis 

ting 
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|ing this Difhonoor on their Houfe, and the whole 
Order. 

I muft be forc'd to break off, before I have in- 
FormM thee of half their Tricks, left l ihould tire 
thee with the Length of my Letters. Befides, it is 
xiece£aiy for me to conclude, unleis I wou*d mift 
my Opportunity : For the Poll tarries for no Man. 

Venerable nadgu live thou to enjoy the ferene 
Plestfures of Virtue and Innocence, and pray for 
Mabmut that he may never be Hain'd with the Cor- 
ruptions and Vices of hifidels^ among whom hft 
refides. 

Paris, 18//& of the ^th Moon^ 
- of the Tiar 1 662. 



LETTER XIII. 

^0 the Chiaus Bafla. 

THE Fnnch King^s Genius fcems altogether 
bent on martial and politick Affairs; and tho* 
he allows fome Moments to his Love, yet the great- 
eft Part of his Time is confecrated to the heceffary 
Afiairs of State, and to the Improvement of Mili- 
tary Difcipline. This has been his Courfe ever 
(ince the Death of Cardinal Mazarini, That Mi- 
nifter, whilfl he was living, endeavourM nothing fo 
carneflly as to divert the young Monarch from 
minding Bufinefs, by Plays ^ Ballads^ and other fofc 
Entertainments. But as foon as he was dead, the 
Xing began by degrees to forfake his youthful Re- 
creations, and look into the Affairs of his Govern- 
ment. 

The iirft bold Stroke of Regal Authority which 
he gave> was the fuppreiling the Siiperintendant of 
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tiie Finances^ a very antient Ojftce la Francty but 
much abused of late by thofe who have enjoyM tc. 
J^or, having the Management of the R9yal Revemies^ 
k has .been found out, that they embezzellM them 
to their own private Ufes, purchafing Honfea, Ca<^ 
(ties, Townv and the fairdl EHates in the Ku^" 
dom for them and thdr Pofterity. 

The laft in this Office was the SieurFovquit ; who^ 
befides the Wafe he made of the King's Money in 
this Kind, was kying up an extraordinaij Provifion 
of Arms and Rwder m Belle IJte^ a Sea-Bort of 
France: Whidi gave the King (b great a Sufpicim of 
his ill Dejfgns^ that he went in Perfin after him as 
iaras tf antes i and being there farther informed of a 
private Correfpondence held between the Sieur Fou- 
quety and fome Malecontents of Cardinal de Reta^t 
Party, he caus'd him to bearrefted, and fcnt Prifo- 
ncr to the Wood oi Vinciennes: From whence he 
has iince been brought to the Baftile. This was 
done in the 9th Moon of the laA Year, and was the 
Occaiion of ercfling a new Chamber of Juftice^ to 
enquire into the Conduct of thofc who were em- 
ployed by Fouquet in the Management of the Fi- 
nances, 

The great Difcoverics this Chamber has already 
-made of the Cheats and Tricks praftifed by thofe 
thro' whole Hands the Kin^s Revenues have pafs*d, 
will, *tis thought, move the King to eilablifh it as a 
perpetual and Sovereign Court of Inquifition: So 
that not the Value of an AJ^er ihall henceforth be 
paid put oi\\iC^ Royal Treafury^ without the Appro- 
bation of this Chamber, He has alfo retrenched 
many fupcrfluous Offices in his Houfhold, that he 
may the more eafily fupport the Charges of thofe 
diat are neceflary. 

Thou wilt better comprehend the Wifdom of 
this Prince, when thou (halt know,, that Y^ trufls 
nothing abfolutely to his Minillers, but ftit^ hitd 

every 
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erery Thing himfelf. He examines Matten of the 
fmirfleft Moment, as nanowly as the moft important 
Concerns. He nudces daily Reformations among his 
domeftick Servants, and new-modeb both the Army 
end the State. Which is aHb no fmall Argament of 
his Coorage, and the Greatnefs of his Spirit; indut 
he dares contradict the Methods of all his Progeni- 
tors; take the Frame of this mighty Government, at 
it were, to pieces ; and having mended eveiy tliiag 
that was amifi, join it together agsdn i but after « 
Pattern wholly depending on his own Jodgmedt. 
This has aftonifhM the greateft StateTmen of the 
Age, who confider the Bddnefs of the Undertak* 
ing,*' and yet cannot find one Me Step in his Mea^ 
fares. For , whereas formeriy the Princes of the 
Blood, the OfScers of the State, the Govemon of 
Provinces, with other Grandees, liaving given fre- 

3uent Trouble to the lOngs of France^ and not fel- 
om raisM Civil War when any thing ^%a(led theoi 
(ib great was their Pbwer, and fo fmall their Depen- 
dence OB the King:) This Monarch has by a hap* 
py Effcft of his Judgment and jlefblation, given fp 
dexterous a Turn to the whole Syftem of the Pttb- 
^^"licfc that the Princes find themfdves more aggran- 
diz'd than ever; the Officers of the Crown perceive 
their Dignity increased with new Luftres, and the 
Governors of Provinces exercife a ftronger Hand 
over their Subjefls; yet all of them are reducM to 
an entire Dependence on the IQng himfelf, not be- 
ing in a Capacity ever to rebel again. Which is 
cfteem'd a Miracle of Policy* As he has thusgain'd 
the Point of his Subje6b at home, and eflablifh'd 
his Realm in the moft perfe^ Oecwomy that can 
be imagined ; (b he has recovered a particular Ho- 
nour abroad , that till this Time has been al* 
ways difputed between the Crowns of France and 
Sfatn^ 
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It feems an Amboflador from Stoeden arrivM at the 
Englijh Court in the loth Mom of the M Year : 
The frencb Ami3af£ulor fent his Coaches to honour 
thePublick Entry, as isufual between Friends. But 
the Spanijb Ambafladory defigning to affront the 
Frenchy fent his Coaches alfo to attend the Cere- 
mony, accompany'd by his own Servants, and a 
Rabble of idle Perfons whom he had hir'd on pur- 
pofe. Thcfe fell on the French as they were paffing 
along the Street, kiirdfeveral of them, and by Foicc 
ftopp'd their Coaches, till there of the Spansfif Am- 
baflador were got before 'env; the Pre-eminence of 
Place being, the chief Thing aim'd at. 

This was highly refented at the French Court, and 
ctery body thought that a frclh War would break 
out again between the two Nations on this Account. 
The angry young Monarch commanded th.t Spanijh 
AmbaiTador refident here to depart the Kingdonr; 
and when another was fent to fupply his Place, the 
King forbad him to enter his Dominions. Com*- 
plaints were made at Madridy and all things tended 
to a Rupture. Till at length the King of Spaitn. 
having promired to make Satisfadlion, his Ambafla- 
dor was receiv'd at this Court, who aiTurcd the 
. King, That his Maftcr difavow'd the Adlion of his 
Minifler in England^ and had given exprefs Com- 
mand to all his Amb^-fTadors in foreign Courts, not 
to difpute the Place with thofe oi France, but to yield 
it to the latter, where they fhould both be prefent at 
,the fame Entry. This was dqclar'd in the Prefence 
of thirty Foreign Miaifters refiding at this Court. 
Which has rai&'d a vafl Reputation to the King of 
France among all his Neighbours, and ftruck the 
greater Reverence into his Subjefts at home. 

Ixi a Word, he is looked upon as the moft fortu- 
nate Prince in ChriJIendom, and every State courts 
his Ffiendfliip. He gives the Law to tiie reit of 
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Europe^ yet remains himfelf Arbitrary and above 
Controul. 

How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, 
is known only to Go d, who exalts and abafes whom 
he pleafes ; who is the fole Monarch of all Thlo^, 
reigning for ever without the leaft Shadow of Re- 
volution or Change. 

Paris, 1 2th of the jtb Moertj 
ff/theI7ar i66z. 



LETTER XIV. 

To tbefame^ 

IT was late when I finifli'd my other Letter, be- 
ing the Hour of the DeviPs Range, when the 
Infernal Sprits are permitted to air themfelves m 
this Upper World. Methoughts I heard the Clat- 
tering Echo of the Gates of Paradife, which arc 
fliut at that Seafon to keep out the Damons from 
entering and diilurbing the Repofe of the Blefs'd. 
This made me conclude fo abruptly, left fome bufy- 
Scribe of the Dark Regions, Ihould have infcrtcd 
Evil in my Letter whife I were aflecp. I recom- 
mended my itVt to God, and went to Bed. After 
two Hours Reft, awaking, I percciv'd by the Crow- 
ing of the Cocks, that the Troops of HeH were re- 
tir'd to their Den, chas*d down by ArBurus and the 
Guardian Conftcllations of the South, and by the An- 
ge's of the fecond Watch. ' Then I arofc, and chear- 
fuUy addrefs'd my felf to Go d, praifmg him for the 
fucceffive Benefits of Day and Night, and extol- 
ling his magnificent Works; with the exquifite Or- 
der .that he has eftablifti'd in'thc World. RemcmV 
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bring dfo that I was a Man» and not born to fleep^ 
but to fervc the Grand Signior and my Friends, I 
readily fet Pen to Paper again, to give thee a farther 
Account of the French iGng and his Court, with 
fuch Occurrences as have happenM of late. 

This Monarch is very iingular in hb Condu^ 
and Manner of Life , not brooking to be confined 
to the Maxims of others > but fqnaring all his Adlions 
by Rules of his own : Yet ^tis difficult to find a 
Pault in his Proceedings. He hears the Advice of 
his G)unreIlors and Friends; and when they have 
done, he convinces them in many things, that they 
are under a Miftake ; which makes them admire the 
Force of his Reaibn, and the Readinefs of hb Wit» 
cfpeciaQy when they fee the Events anfwering Ex*- 
pedlation. 

Neither is he altogether fo intent on State Mat- 
ters, but that he (bmetimes gives hlmfelf the Diver* 
fion of a familiar Diicourfe with the moil ingenious 
Artifts of* all forts, who find themfelves much im* 
proved by the Qgickneis of his Invention, and the 
Solidity of hb Judgment. in the Mechanicb: For 
be b an excellent Gun-Smiibt Sunrd Cutler^ Arrouh 
maker, and every thing that becomes a King to pro- 
fefs. 

He is a good Archite^ alfo, and takes vaft Delight 
in Buildings, having laid the Foundations of ieveral 
magnificent Strudures, Palaces of a noble DefigUt 
find intended to ontvy tl^ moft polite and glorious 
Fahrieks of ancient Greece and Rome, For, I tell 
thee, this Monarch would not willingly come ihort 
of any of the Cajars. 

At the Beginning of this Year, he aggrandized 
his Court, by a Promotion of fixty two Knights of 
the Holy Spirit. I have often mention\l thb Order 
in my Letters to the MiniHecs of the Forte ; and thca 
that haft been in Franet know'ft, that 'tis the next 
Stqp to being made Peer of the Reahn. I fhall only 
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inform thee, that during* the Ceremonies of thiskHT 
Promotion, the Dukes oiVendofme^xALonguevilU had 
a Feud about the Precedency, which at Jail was ad- 
juded in favour of the former. In a word, the King 
declared the Houfe of Vendofme to have a I^ghc of 
Priority before all other Princes, and to fucceed in 
the Throne itfelf, next after the Houfe of Bourbon. 

This is looked upon as a bold Effort of koyai 
Power, aad has flartled all the Court. No lels 
furprized were they to fee the Duke of Lorrain 
refign all his Elates to the King of frame y referving 
on]^ the Pofleffion of them during his Life. 

And, now the King having weathered tlie Poi it 
with all his Enemies, both Foreign and Domeiiick, 
fiudies nothix^more earnelUy, than to divert his 
Queen, and let his Subjedis taHe the Sweets of 
Peace, the Effe^ of his matcblefs Fortune, to 
which even Cr^wn'd Heads find themfelves com- 
peU*4 to ftoop and fubmit* 

On tjiie 5/^ of the foregoing Moan^ by his Ap- 
pointipent was held a T^urnamint or Caroujel^ as 
the Fnmh call it. This is a iort of Exercife on 
Horfeback, in Imitation of the aatient Manner of 
ighting with Spear and Shield. 

The Place wh^f e they ran was raiPd about, and 
snagniiketit Cboifis ereded for the Queen and Ladies 
of the Co^rt to fit in, as Spe^tors. The Diver- 
tifement.was very pompous; and the King was 
4H1Q of the QmbaUMfj. The refl were the Duke of 
Orleans the King^s Brother, the Prince d[ ConJe, the 
Duke of Enguhn Son lo.the Prince, and the Duke of 
G^tizd. Bach of thefe led a Troop of Horfe mxo the. 
Field- That of the King'is was habited after the 
Manner of the old Roman Knights. . The Duke of 
OrkanCs made a Figure like the Ferfiam :Th& 
Prince of Condis reprefented the Ottomans i- The 
Duke of Enguien\ Tfioops were in Indian Habits ; 
and the Duke o(Guize*$ appearM like ihcSah^ages of 
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America, It wou'd be too tedious to dcfcribc the 
particular Magnificence of each. Suffice it to fay, 
that they were all prodigioufly majeftick and rich in 
their Equipage. The Courfes alfo they made, were 
brave and full of Gallantry. But the Prize, which 
was a Diamond of great Value, was adjuged to the 
Prinoe of Cende by the Queen-Mother. 

One of the former Kings of Franct loll hb Life 
at this Royal ExeKife, being run through the Eye 
into the Brain by the Spear of an Englijb Knight 
then at the French Court, and one of the Comba- 
tants : For which reafon, the following Kingr of 
France forbore to expofe themfelves to the like Dair- 
ger : But this young Mars fears nothing, being as 
venturous and bold as vrzs Sultan Amurat^ the Tro- 
phies of whofe viAorious Combat with the Per/ian 
Challenger at the Siege of Babyhn hang up in the 
'Treafury to this Day, as Monuments of his invinci- 
ble Courage and Strength. Sultan Acbmet aUb took 
^eat Delight in throwing the Lance with his Cour- 
tiers in the Atmeidan. Thefe are Sports fit for Kings 
and great Generals. And fbme of the Roman C^r- 
fars themfelves would play the Gladiators. 

It is not lawful for me to cenfure or reflet oa 
the Aftions of my Sovereign. But I will tell thee 
what the French fay of him by way of Cbntempt ; 
ffhat he never combated in hij own Per/09 with any 
Thing but timorous Hares and Hinds. It makes mt 
blulh to hear the great Emperor of the Eaft thua 
blafphem'd by the prophane Mouths of Infidels, 
And it were to be wifh'd, he would do fomc fur- 
prizing A^ion, to raife himfelf another Chara^er. 
I fay no more, but recommend thee to God and 
the White Angel. 



Paris, Mth of the yth Moon^^ 
of the Tear 1662. 
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L E T T E R XV. 

To Zeidi Alamaiizi, a Merchant at 

Venice. 

THOU h^ obliged me beyond Expedaticmr 
in that ample Hiftoiy of thy Life» whicb 
thy Letter contafiM. I efteem thee not the worib 
becaufe thou wert bom of Chnltian Parents^ but ra«> 
ther put the higher Value on thy Merit, in that 
being bred in SuperfUtion and Error, thou haO: 
voluntarily embraced the Truth, without any Pro-^ 
ipeft of advancing thy Interei^. 

When a Man of a noble Stock, born to Richer 
and Honours, bred in Softneis and Delights, and' 
si£^ually pofTe^ed of a fair Eilate, fhall thus aban- 
don his Country, his Relations^ Friends, and Ao 
quaintance, with all his native Rights and Enjoy- 
ments, purely for the Love of God, religning him* 
felf whoHy to the Will of Deftiny, and the Condu^ 
of Providence, without consulting his own Eafe 
and Delight in this World ; 'tis an evideac Sign 
of a faithful Heart, and that his^ Integrity is with- 
out Stain. 

All this, and much more, it feemsy thou hall, 
done, and therefore thou canH not fail of being, 
bappy in this Worlds and.inPanidii^. 

1 am ejitremely pleafed in reading the various 
Adventures of thy Youth, thy early Inclinations tGP 
vifit foreign Countries, and thy aflual Travels, 
through Europe, JfigyvA Africa. Thi» is the onlj 
Way to learn true and com pleat Wifdom. For^ a. 
Man edifies a tboufand Times moreby his own per- 
fonal Experience of Thii^> than by all the- moH . 
elegant Defcriptk>n9 that cm be inade by others.. 
jBefides-the. Advantage of bea^xniqg.expert ia the; ^ 
- ' ^ S ifeycEali 
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feveral Languages and Dialed of the Earth ; which 
he can never l«im fo perfe£Uy in Books, as hy con* 
verAng with the Natives c^each Coontiy through 
which he pafTes. 

Beyond all this, there is an infinite Pkafure in 
feeing the Variety of Objefts, which every where 
czpoTe themfelves to a Traveller's Eye. There is 
nothing more deliglitful to human Nature, than 
to try all Things. Man is cloy'd with what is too 
ffltmiliar to him. The mod magnificent Palace 
would appear like a Priibn to him that were al- 
ways confin'd to it. The greateft Fields and moft 
ihady Groves would afford us nQ Refreihment, if we 
had not Liberty to ibaggle out of them when we 
pleafed. Man is naturally wild as other Animals^ 
and *tis as bad as Death to be reilrain'd of his Free- 
dom* I had rather at certain Seafons range a Wil- 
^tmc&, all over-run with Weeds and Briars^ than ia 
the moft regular and fragrant Garden in the World* 
I wouid willingly chufe the Fatigue of climbing up 
a high, deep, craggy ^lountain^ for the Sake of a 
new and larger Frofpefl, before the Eafe of walk* 
ing always in a tew Valley, or even Plain, though 
graced with never fo many inviting Objeds, which 
»i^ always be ibt fame: So fulfome are the very 
Pieafures we are daily accuftomed to. 

1 doubt not bat tlut it was very agreeable to thee 
in thy Joumies, when every Remove thou madefl 
fit>m Stage to Stage, promised thee fomething novel 
and fre(h. A Man in fuch Cafes is apt to think die 
S^tt himfdf new, who has fhined upon him from 
his Nativity : The Air» the Earth and Waters ap* 
pear not the fame Elements, in different Places j: 
or if our Reafon convinces us dieir Natuie is not 
changed, yet we k)ok upon them as Mafyuiradfip. 
•very Dxy in a new ]>efs ; efpccially when we 
« from one R^^ and Climate to another^ the 
&nmsBiie6 of the JDi%(nfe Soltir 
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finite a Variety prefents it itfelf to thofe who tra- 
vd. 

Bat nothing afibrds a Man greater Delight, thanr 
to be £imiliarly acqaaifited with the different Ha«- v 
bits. Laws, Culloms,^ Manners^ and Religions of 
Mortab like himfelf. To fee them in one Part of the 
World adoring the Sun, becaufe he fhineson them 
but once a Year, whilft all the reft of the Time 
they are ihut up in continual Darknefs^ very near 
being ftarved with Cold, and making hard Shifts ta 
five I in another to behold them grimacing, and 
hear them curfing that glorious Planet, becaufe he la 
always too near *em, rendring their Countries bar- 
»eti, drying up their Water, and fcorching their Per- 
Ib&s almoft to Death j muil needs be delightful to a. 
contemplative ^^n. And for ought we know, the 
Laughter of Dimocritus might be the Refult of as- 
good Thoughts as Heraditus^s Tears. Who would 
tiot fmilc to fee fome paying divine Honours to the 
Scare-crow of the Garden, to a Tree, a Hog, ^ 
Dog, or any Thing they firft caft their Eyes on ia ^ 
file Morning, as they do in Lapland? And yet who V 
can forbear to weep, when he fees Men profeffing: ( 
to believe the Laws trf" M9f€s^ and the MtJJias, ^ 
(who both preach up the Divine Unity) pretending. ' 
to the pureft Religion in the World, and bred m 
the Study of ^he Sciences, worihip Stocks and Stones^ 
Pictures and Images, Nails, lUgs, Bones, Hairs^ 
Bits of old Wood, or any Thing that their cunning 
Pk'ie(t6 impofe upon them as adorable. 

Hap^y art thou, Zf/V/, who art freed fromthefe 
Soperiiitiens of ti)£ Nazarenesy and thrice happy^ 
in that thou haft changed' them for the Faith unble- 
«iilh'a, the Doftrines of Truth and Reafon,. tiie 
ftaCUces of (incere Morality and Virtue. Thott 
Ikaft ndt (hun^d. a Rock, tafall into a Q^ick-fan(^ 
ibr abandoned Id^iafryy'^'^fLk into^ Atheifm.: but 
4boi» haft. efcafU [xwn narrow Gu^hsai]dStreigk&» 
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into a free and Open Sea ; from the dark Fogs and 
Mifb of frozen Chriilianity» to the bright Emfnie 
of the Ofmansy the ferene Conopany of True Belie- 
vers, where Charity and Zeal ace in their genuine 
and primitive Warmth. 

Since the Time, that thou firft Hftedil up thy 
Finger to Heaven> and madeft a Confeifion of On« 
GoD> and Mabomet\^^^^9 none of the Ima- 
urns or MollabsYvx^t ever attempted to circumvent 
thy Reafon with feigned Miracles,^ fooliib Pilgrimar 
ges, Tales oiF Old Women, Fiftions of Poets, or any 
holy Frauds. Thou perceived nothing but down- 
right Integrity in the Converfation of the Faithfuk 
Whereas the Chriilians> whpm thou haft }u(Uy 
defer ted, have a thouiand Windings and Turnings* 
Foldings and Intricacies^ in their Do6lrines and 
Xiives. So that it isalmoil as eafy for a blind Man 
to walk from Paris to Confiantinopky as for thef^l 
Infdeli ta grope out the Way to Paradlfe, through 
fomany Meanders sind Mazes:: They ate involved 
in a perfect Circle of Error and Vice 

Braife be to God who planted the Moon in the 
Heavens, and caufes the Stars to dart their refrefh- 
ingRaysby Night; thou art happily delivered out 
of their Snares. Let not thy Reiideace now among 
them^ ever tempt thee to return to the religious Va- 
nities of holy Trifles^ which have once made thee 
fick at the Heart. Remember, th^t thou beareft 
in thy Body the Mark of a True Believer^ tiie Seat 
of a great Sacrament,theChara£ler of a profound My"> 
ftery , Circumeifion,. the Emfclem * of PuMtyj by 
which thou art more enabled, than by the Blood of 
t\\&Folofiian Lord, thy Father, wluch lireams.in thy 
veins. But now jthou art incorporated into thcSqcietjfj 
^nd Lineage of Z^r^i'/xar, the UluiUiousPatri^cihand 
Friend of Go d. Confiier that thou art as it werc^ 
iDgr^ted iu;o the gioxiaus Stock of the IJmaelius^ 
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born to fubdae all Things, and in the deternuaed 
Time, to poiTefs the Empire of theUnivcrfc. Thou 
haft the Honour aHb to fervc the Grand Signior^ 
Lord of the CHmates and Seas, majeftuk Heir oftd^e 
Ottoman Houfe, Shadow of God on Earth. 

Hold faft therefore the Profcflion of an unblame- ' 
able Faith i and whatever Temptation thou mayeft 
meet with, keep thy Mind always fixed on the un- 
fcen Joys of Paradifiy the Crown of juft and faith- 
ful Men, the Reward of fuch as adhere to God and 
his Prophet without flinching. 

Mahmut falutes thee in Imagination, with a part- 
ing £ifs, and an affeAionate Squeeze of the Hand, 
Which thou knoweft was, in all Ages> a Token of 
hearty Good-will and Friendihip. 

Paris, I ^th of the gth Moon^ 
of the Tear i66oc 



LETTER XVI. 
7(7 the Kaitnacham. 

• 

THERE is like to be a Breach between thir 
Court and that of Romty if the Pope doe» 
not condefcend to the Demands of the /r/^rj^King^. > 
tvho ftiks himfelf the kldeft Son of the Church, and- 
therefore highly refents an Indignity that has been 
done him of late, in the Peribn of the Duke ofCre- 
fui% his Amba£ador at the Roman Court. 

It feems, the Pope's Guards on the 2c>th ofthe 8th 
Moen, made an Attempt on the Life of this Minifter 
fnd on his Wife: They aHb put barbarous Abufe» 
on all the French that were in that City : Inibmuch^ 
a^ the Duke and Duchefs oiCrequi were obligM tcv' 
^ il^/nrpciyatfilyi andjreme b^Vf^Teffumy ; hein^ 
; : advim 
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advifed to uke this Courfe, by all the Ctrdinak 
and other Grandees that are Friends to Frame, 

The King received News of this by an Expreis 
which came from the Duke oiCbequi on the iitb 
of the 9th Moon. And he waa paflionatcly touch\t 
at fo facrilegious an Injury, wheireby he is not 
only wrong*d himfelf, but the Law of Nations i» 
violated in a moft notorious Manner. 

Wherefore to (hew his Refentment, on the 
fame Day that the Courier came from RMte^ the 
Ring ordered the Lieutenant of his Guards tt) teil 
the Pope's Nuncio at this Court, That he muft 
forthwith depart the Kingdom under the Conthia 
of thirty Horfe. This was performed according- 
ly; and the Nundo was hurried away immediate>» 

, without fuflfering him to fpeak with any Per- 
bn living, fave thofe who were to accompany him 
to the Frontiers : And this Order was publickly 
woclaimed in Pariu The King alfo wrote to the 
rope, demanding Satisfaction vx Jb horrible aa 
Outrage ; and caufed Difpatches to be fent to all 
the Cardinak in Romi^ advifing them to. contribute 
what lay in their Powers, towards a good Under- 
ftanding between the Pope and him, protefting 
that otherwife the Calamities which might follow^ 
were not to be knd to his Charge^ This is a mo- 
deft way of threatning, ufed by Chriftian Princes^ 
who do not always (peak in Thunder, like ouf 
Eaftem Monarchs when they' menace War. 

I relaee this as a Thii^, which tho* it appear of 
fmall Moment at the Beginning, yet its Confeqnen- 
ces may be great and eztenfive, if the Friiub King; 
and the Pope (houid. come to an open Rupture. Ail 
the Princes in Europe vrovXA £j:id themfelvesen^M 
on one Side or other. And we Muffuhnans might 
Kve to fte the-whole State of €bTifiendmi\spiXk%^ 
cd» ^ienatec^ and embroird in Wacs amoi^ dbenv* 
falvcst^wliexeb^.the^ wguld la; (l^c (j^o^oiMsrifis !»<- 
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ked and open to the invincible Arms of the O//^ 
mans^ a Lineage of h^h Renown, and deftinV ta 
fubdue all Thin^. 

Btft *t]6 thought the Holy Father at Rmt wilt 
not farther provoke fo daring and powerful a Mo*^ 
narch as him oi France^ by juftifying the Infblencet 
of his Janizaries^ who proceeded to that Height 
of Fury, as to difcharge Guns into the Windows 
of the French Anbafiador, killed feveralof his Re- 
tinue, and aflaffincted the Duchefs of Crequi ia 
her Coach, as (he pa£ed along the Streets. 

lUttftrious Miniller, thefe are Violations not pra* 
Aifed by the moft barbarous Savages. And 'tis an 
cvid^t Sign of decaying Empire, where the Pub* 
lick Faith is thus perfidiously broke. God infa- 
tuates tlie Infidels y that he may fpeedily bring Vm 
to Rain. Whereas he daily enlightens the juil 
Followers of the Prophet, and dirtds them into 
the Ways of Profperit/ ami Peace. 

Paris, 3i/ rfthe wth Mtm^ 
of tie Year 1662* 



LETTER XVII. 

^0 Mohammed, the illuftnous Eremite 
^ Mount Uriel in Arabia* 

IN the Name of Gon, benign and merciful | 
approach the Refidence of great San^mony, the 
tremendous Solitude, the Cave blefTed by frequent 
Vifitations of Angels, and by the former Prefence 
of the mqft Sobtime among Mortals, MaJbomet th^ 
Legate of the£ternal, the Plenipotentiary oi J//a^ 
King of Heay «ti and Earth. Al/a ! There is butone l 
Whfife Ntuii^r^iom^ all tbe Qr^s Above» 

Mthna 
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when pronounced by the faithful Adorers of the 
Divine Unity on Earth : And the Echo thereof* 
from the adamantine Gates of Paradife, reaches the 
Ahy& of Hell, Uriking the infernal Spirits with Hor- 
ror and Aftonifliment They tremble at the Sound 
of the dreadful Word, which chains them Mp m 
their Prifons of Darknefi. Whereas had they Faiths 
they would rather rejoice, believing that the i&me 
Word will one Day releafe them from their Tor- 
ments. For fuch is the Clemency of the Onmipo- 
tent, as our holy Do&ois teach. 

Mobammedy Friend of the Moil High, and Te* 
nant to his Prophet; I have experienced, that it is 
good and wholfome to begin every thing we do or 
fay, in the Name of God. Whofoevcr does other- 
wife either fails in the Progreis, or the End of his 
Deiign, and remains in Confuiion. ^ag^ creeps 
into his Enterprize, and through Malice fpoils it, 
robbing a Man of hisCrown : or Negidbir^ the Spi- 
rit of Envy, winds himfelf in, and intangles it: or 
JkliSy the Daemon of Melancholy, cafts a Dampon 
it, and bereaves the Undertaker of his Joy. Suck 
is the Fate of thofe who through Profanenefe, Sloth » 
or Contempt, forget to pay the due Veneration we 
owe to the Author and Source of Providence, and 
goodSuccefe. 

Let us not .thei«fore think the Time mifs-foenV 
which is taken up in the Praifes of Him who has 
neither Beginning nor End, Father of all the Gene- 
rations in this vifible World, and that other which is 
concealed from Mortals. He is the Governor ofour 
Lives, and our fole Patron in all Neccflities. Let 
m extol and magnify his Attributes without End. 

1 am by Nature contemplative, and thoughtful ; 
but I muil needs acknowkxige. That I owe to my 
Education among the Muffklmanf the Force of my 
iFaith and Religion. The various Turns of Fortune 
aiid. Eji^rience, which- 1 have had in the -Worlds 

X could; 
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could never yet blot out the Impreflions of my 
early Years, or diminifh the Reverence I have for 
our Holy Prophets. I often revolve in my Mind the 
Series of paft Ages, and the Hiftories of former 
Times; the Origin of Nations, and the various 
Laws, Religions, Wars, and Changes. I traverfe 
the-diiferent Efochd's of the Pofterity of Ibrahim 
and the Gentiles, comparing the Date of IfraelS 
Tranfmigration out oi Egypt, with the Years of iViz- 
bbnaffar and the Olympiads, In all of them I find 
great Obicurity, Contradidion, and Doubtfulneis^ 
which puts me upon examining the Records of ^^j)'^/ 
and the JJyrianj. The Antiquity of both is very 
great, and yet it comes fer fliort of the ChinefeQhxO' 
nology, and that of the Indian Bramins, 

When I have tb'd my Soul with a vain Search 
of that which can never be difcover'd; when Icoii- 
fider the Probability of an univerfal Deluge in the 
• Time of N^ah, and the Arguments which almoft 
demonftrate the contrary, comparing this with the 
Flood of Dmca/tM, and that other of Ogyges: In 
a word^ when I reflefl on the numberlefs Incon- 
gruities that are found in the Regifters of pail Ages, 
I cannot but conclude, there is as much Reaibn for 
me to believe. That God has determinateiy thus 
darkened the Knowledge of Mortals, as that he con« 
founded their Language at Babel, according ta the 
celebrated Relation of Mafes, Whence it will be 
but loft Labour for us who live in thefe latter 
Times, to feek for any A£urance or Certainty 
of the Truth in Matters of fo remote and early a 
Date. 

Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own 
Traditions, the Jews to the Manufcripts of Mrfes 
and their RabbPs ; the Gentiles to the Fragments of 
Hermes Trifmegiftus, Orpheus, Homer, Hefiod, nec^ 
fhraftus, and other Sages of Egypt, Phoenicia and 
Greeen I, for my part, acquiefce to the Volume of 
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Majcftyy the great Alcerani and to the Writings of 
our H0I7 Dodors, Arabians, the Sons of JJmaeh 
not pazzUttg myfelf with endlefs Dafputes and 
Queftions ; not cenfuring others who worfhip God 
after their owa Way, and the Docnments of. their 
Fathers ; but firmly believing* that he who ferves 
God acoofding to the Dictates of his Reafon ; who 
IS juft to Men and Beafis, and in all Things con- 
ierves an innocent Purity of Life ; is as accepta* 
Ue to the Great Creator., and Impartial Judge of 
the Univerfe, as he that has had the Happinefs to 
be inftrucled in the pofkive InJunfUons of Hea- 
ven, the reveal'd Will of the Omnipotent. And this 
I take to be the Senfe of our Holy Lawgiver, of 
the MeJJiAs and of all the Pmphets in general. 

Doubtlefs, that fuperlatively Merciful and Indul- 
.genti connives at the Frailties of Mortals; he pities 
the invincible Ignorances of Tome, and the fatal 
Neceffities of others. He knows the infinite Va* 
^iety of our bodily Conftitutionsb and the equally 
difterent Bent of our Souls. He confiders the Force 
of the £lements and Climates wherein we Uve» 
and the unconquerable InEuence of the Stan under 
which we were bom. The whole SyAem of hu- 
man Nature with its moft hidden CircumHances, 
is exposVi to the Eyes of him who fees all Things. 
He is no Stranger to the Anatomy of his own 
Works. Ther^re he requires no more of Men, 
than can be expelled from the Faculties with 
which he has enduM them. Neither will he damn 
jiuy Man for an involuntary Evil. 

O Mohammed, this is my Faith, my Hope, and 
my Confidence. Otherwife I ihould defpair every 
Moment. If [ am guilty of Error and Prefumption^ 
correA me in Jthy Wiidom. For, before thee, I 
am but as an Idht. 

Paris, zzd^tht iitb Moon^ 

of the rear 1662. LETTER 
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LETTER I. 

5T> Hafnadar-Baffi, chief Treafurer to his 

Highnefs. 

THE Fremb have newly fek the Motions of* 
a Joy, whofc Birth aLd Growth was like 
that of a Muihromc, fudden and fwift, the Pro- 
du£l of a^very little Thne, and which ended ia 
Mourning and Tears. The Moon of November 
beheld a Daughter bom to the Queen o^ France :> ^ i 
But that Pknet had hardly canied the News thra'' / \ 
all the Signs of the Zodiackj and commanded the - / 
Stars of France to celebrate a Dunalmai before (he ) j 
was obllg'd to be the MeiTenger of more fad T'u ) } 
dings, and to proclaim the Death of this young Prln- ^ 
ceTs, to the Conflelktions that affiled at her Birth* 

In a wordy (he was born on the I %tb of the 
1.1/^ M(w$^ and died on the ^otb of the 1 2tb. It 
looks as if ihe only came into the World to be a 
Witneis of the Condufion of the Peace between 
her Father Lewis XIV. and her Grandfather Phi- 
iip the ELing of Spain i and io return to the Re« 
gion of feparate Souls. 

This Peace was in General Terms fignM and 
feal'd long agp, bat there remained fome Difficul- 
ties in adjuiiing the Limits of the French Con- 
quefbf which were referred to the Management of 
Commiffioners on both Sides: And thefe, after 
they had debated the Nktter for the Space of two 
Years, at St. Omars^ Arras^ and Metz^ at length 
fini(h'd the Negotiation on the t^tb of the iifb 
Mean of the laft Year. Which was juft feven Days 
after the Nativity of the Freneb Princefs. 

This Ro)«l Infant alfo liv'd to fee Dunkirk^ one 
of the ibongeft Sea-Ports in the World, rc-deliver'd 
to \i£x Father by the Englijh^ in whole Hands it 
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had been ever fince 'twas firft taken from the Spa- 
niards, The King took Pofleffion of this important 
Place in hb own Perfon, entring the Town on the 
2d of the laft Moon* 

'Tis look'd upon as a grand Overfight in the Eng- 
lijhf thus tamely to part with a Fortrefs which is 
inexpugnable by Land, and commands the Northern 
Seas. But Money over-rules all our Confiderations. 
And, it feems, the Englijb Court had Occalion for 
Gold. 

There is lately a good Undcrftanding eftablifh'd 
between this King and the Emperor of German;^* 
They often write friendly Letters one to another, 
and feem to be perfeftly retoncil'd. To fpeak the 
Truth, this may be calPd the pacijick Year among 
the Inhabitants of Europe: For, excepting ibme 
Skirmiihes and Bravadoes of War between the Spa- 
niards and the Pcrtuguezty all the reft f^Cbriften-' 
dom is in Peace. And the Portugueze have (b 
flrengthen'd themfelves by marrying their Infanta 
to the Englijh King, that what thro' his Afliiftance 
and the Aid of France, they have almoft reduc'd Spain 
to a Neceffity of making Peace. 

Thou wilt fay the Portugueze have over-reach'd 
the Englijb in the Dowry they give with their In- 
fanta, This is only the Town of Tangier in Barba- 
ry, A Place which will coft them fer more to de- 
fend againft the Moors than it is really worth. For, 
thofc bold Africans will perpetually aflault the 
Town, and oblige the Kmg of England to maintain 
a vaft Garrifon in it, befides a Multitude of other 
Expcnces. This makes the Portugueze fecretly fmile, 
to find themfelves handfomely rid of two great 
and burthenfome Charges, a Daughter of the Royal 
BJood, and an old Fortrefs of no Ufe or Service, 
fave only to diminifh the Publick Treafure, and 
make away with fome Thoufands of Men every 

Year. 

Illu-^ 



Vol. VI. a Spy at Paris. 117 

niaftrious Grandee, 'tis no fmall Encouragement 
to tke poor exiFd Mabmut, that tho* he be ma- 
lignly ilander*d, and perfecuted by his Enemies* 
yet he ftill iinds Protection and Friendfhip from the 
principal -Miniilers. And that inftead of Checks 
and Reproaches, to which I was formerly accufto- 
medy my Salary is now augmented to the Propor- 
tion of my neceiTary Expences; Money is fent me 
with a liberal Hand, and my Slanderers are put tp 
Silence and Shame. 

Thou mayeft acquaint the Divan, that there is 
now at this Court the eldefl Son to the King of 
Dinmark. What hb Buiinefe is. People conjeAure 
variouily. Some fay, *tis Love ; others afHrm, ^twas 
only the Defire of feeing Foreign Courts drew this 
Prince from his native Country. 

Thou mayeft alfo inform them, that the Duke of 
Savoy has married a Princefs of the £iood 'Royal, 
they call her Mademoifelk de Valois, Eliacbim the 
Jew lies dangeroufly uck of a Fever. 

As for me, who never had my perfcd Health 
fince I came to Paris, yet I retain a found Mind, 
and a Heart inviolably devoted to the Intereft of 
the Grand Siguier : Whom Go d long prcferve on the 
Throne of the Oitomatis. 

Paris, 10/1& o/tJbe ift Moony p 

of the Year 1663. 



LETTER XIV. 

7(? the Kaimacham. 

HERE Js'a Man come to this City, a Calahrian 
by Birth, and of all Countries by Education : 
For he has been a Traveller from his Infancy, if 

what 
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what he relates of himfeif be true. He fyaia all 
or znoft of the Languages of Eunpe rtry fliiendfy 
«nd ^ reforted to \ff People of divers Countries 
tinder the Charadler of a Portane-Tdler and Phj* 
fidan. He performs both Parts to the AdmintioA 
of all that have been with him. 

The Princes and Not^ dFrante Ytfit him dai* 
tyy and fo do Fer(bns of meaner Birth. Tl^ey diA 
corer to htm their fecret Maladies^ and thi> Jp^k 
fddom fails of Succefs in curing them* He belknvs 
. ten Hours a Dav in fteely converfing with People 
of all Ranks and Qualities ; healing the DKeafcsof 
ibmcy and tdltng to others their future Deftinics. 
I went to his Chamber one Day, not to learn n^ 
Fate (for I have little Faith in modern Prophets or 
. Allrologers ; nor to be curM ci any Diitemper, 
having no Efteem for Quacks and Empincks} be* 
fides^ I was in good Health at that Time) bctt Cu- 
riofity was the only Motive which led me thither, 
that I might improve myfelf in other Rcfpcfts by 
this Stranger^s Company, and learn ibmething 
which I knew not before of foreign Courts, where- 
by I might become more ferviceablc to the Grand 
^ignior in this Station, and farther unravel the 
Secrets of ChriiUan Pr incest Vot fo it often faik 
out, that a Man reaps fome confiderable Advan- 
tage from the Society of Travellers and Men of 
Experience : And I had good Reafbn to hope for 
feme Profit by this Man's Acquaintance, who is 
thought worthy to be courted by the Grandees of 
France. 

Wherefore I addrefi'd myfelf to him with A- 
bundance of Ceremony and Regard ; ufing alfo as 
much Diflimulation as I thought neceiTary to con- 
ceal myfelf and the Defign I had in coveting his 
FriendOiip. I feem'd a great Admirer of judicial 
Ailrology > and told him I was very ambitious to learn 
the Rudiments of that Scieace from him>having heard 

his 
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his Skill highly commended not only by valgHr 
Fame, but by tne Mouths of Men of Senfc and Qjia- 
lity, who gav€ him a ftir Charafter. I feid a great 
deal more to infinuate my fclf into his good Opinij* 
on. But there being Company with him, he re^ 
turned my Compliments with much Civility, and 
defirM me to come to him at a more convenient 
Seaibn, and to leave my Name, that he might order 
his Servants to give meakind Reception at any time, 
if he himfdf fhould be out of the way, becaufe it 
was common to fend many from the Door, without 
introducing 'cm. I told him my Name' was y?/«j 
of Moldavia^ and that my Bufinefs at Faris was to 
ftudy in the Acadefoy, in order to my Preferment 
in the Church. When he had taken this down in 
Writing, with the Hour and Minute of the Day, 
after the Manner of Aftrologers, he bcgg'd me to ex- 
cufe the NeicdEty he was under ofreturningtohis 
Company ; and fo I took my leave. 

Not many Days after, I went to him ag^in, full 
of Hopes that I ftiould benc^tmuch by his Compa^ 
ny. But as foon as he faw me, he furpriz'd me 
with this Language : 

Sify You have ventured much in coming to me \ For 
now 'tis in my Power to dijcover you and your £uji^ 
fiefs in this City, But ifljhould betray any Man^ 
my Gift mould be taken from me. lam neither a Fol- 
lower of Mofes, Jefus, or Mahomet, nor of any Se£l 
that is now extant on Earth: But 1 adore the Spirit 
and Soolofthe Univerfe, which is Et&nai and In- 
finite. Therefore I hate no Man for his Religion, kt 
it be what it will, Axidiyou that are not what you 
feem to be^ fh all receive no more Hurt from me in this 
Place than the Coadjutor ^Paris : For lam of no Par- 
ty or Faftion. Jll Men are equally my Friends^ 
who d/o me m Wrongs and every Place is mj 
Jiome. 

... « 

Thou 
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Thou may^ft imagine that I was in no fmall Afb- 
niChment at this Difcourfe. But recolledling mj 
Spirits, and confidering it had always been my Opi- 
nion, That thefeFortune-Tcllcrsdcal by Confcde- 
facy ; and fufpedling that my Name being known 
to him fo long before, it was not difficult for him 
to inform himfclf femething of me ; or that fome 
Body of his Acquaintance who knew me, had feen 
me go in and out from him, and fo told him fome 
of my Circumilances. I made a Shew of going a- 
way diiTatify'd, faying, // will be but lofi Time t§ 
hearken any longer to you j For I perceive you know no- 
thing ofmey in telling me Tm not the Man Ifeem to be. 
No, reply 'd he, with an obliging Kind of Earneflnefs, 
you are an Arabian, and ferve fome Eaftern Prince 
inctgnito. Then he went on, and told me in a fe\¥ 
Words fome former Paflages of my Life. He hint- 
ed at the Dangers I had been in, during my Refi- 
-dence at Paris ; inention'd my Captivity at Paler- 
mo and the Re- encounter I had with my old Sicili- 
an Mailer. To be brief, he told me fo many other 
Things which I knew to be true of my felf, that I 
grew very uneafy in his Company, and yet durft 
not depart from him of a fudden, or Ihew any Dif- 
content. But muftering together all the Diffimu- 
Jation and Artifice I could, I turn'd the Difcourle 
to other Subjedls; feeming very importunate to 
learn Aftrohgy of him, and promifing him a large 
Gratuity, if he would teach me, I fairly took Leave, 
refolving, if poffible, never to fee him more. 

Never was a Man in greater Anxiety than I was 
when I came Home to my Chamber, and ponder'd 
what had pafs'd befween this Stranger and me» I 
am not credulous of Miracles, Prophecies, or pre- 
tended Revelations. Yet I proteft folemnly, I could 
not forbear thinking he was endu'd with an extra- 
ordinary Faculty of divining, ' or at leaft that he 
was an excellent Aftrohger^ Nay, to this day Ikhow 

not 
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aotwcU what to conclude of him. He may, for 
ought I knowy be a Damon incarnate ; or perhaps 
he is a Magician. Sometimes I think one things 
«nd fometimes another, if he performs thefe pro- 
phetick Parts by Confederacy, ftill I'm at a lofs 
how he fiioukl come to knew (b much of me, who 
always, thought my fdf the privateft Man in Paris^ 
and have negledled no Methodsthat were proper to 
Tender me fuch in truth. Then 1 fufpedl my old 
Sicilian Mafler is one of this Man's Correipondents, 
And has told hkn feme of my Circumflances : For I 
iiave no Reafon to be jealous of Eliatbim the Jew^ 
Jt mud be fome fuch Way, or elfe he is more than 
a Man, that can thus readily penetrate into the Se- 
crets of a Granger. 

Sage Kaimacban, I pray God defend thee from 
the Snares of Counterfeits mndfalfe Pretenders. 

^mSf J$tho/ibelotiMton, 
of the Tear 1663. 

, <^ \ « 

LETTER XX. 

^0 the Captain Baila« , 

^\\ J^ H A T I am going to relate wou*d {ttm in- 
W credible to my felf, and for that Reafon I 
wou'd not give it any Room in a Letter to all the 
difccming Miniftcrs of the Torie^ were it not con- 
£rm*d by Letters from fevera! Merchants in the 
North Farts o{ Holland^ to their Correfpondentsin 
this City. And they ali agree. That on the 9th 
Day of the Mooh of November^ a ftrange Man was 
feen to float on the Sea near the Shore, being fup^ 
ported by a Piece of Timber, on which he* fate 
Mrith i Bottle, of ftrong Waters in his Handc Thofe 
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4vho firSt beheld tUs Sp^9cle> were fifhing in « 
fmail Boat j and judgii^g him to be the Relick of 
fome Shipwreck (lor there had been violent Temi- 
pefls in chofe Seas about that tiagte) made up to 
him, and took hioi into their Skiff* He expreis*d 
his Gratitude for this, Siadoei« in the beft Manner 
he cou*d> (for no body undedlood his Language. ) 
And when he was come aih^ve, ke feH on his 
Knees; and having lift up his Eyes afid Hands to 
Heaven, he proQrated himfelf» ajad kiis*d the Earth. 
His Garments were made of the Skins of Fiihes, 
the Hair of his Head of a flaxcA Colour* and he 
feeip'd not to be &int fol* want oP Stifbenance; 
Which made every one conclude* that he had kej)t 
up his Spirits with that chy mica} Liquor in the fiotr 
tic, which was near half eint>tled. 

As fooi^.as he faw the rifiog Msxm, he fell on 
his Face, and muttered certain barbarous Words, 
knocking his Forel^ead '9g^ft the Giojandi Then 
he rofe and danc'd after a wild Manner, finging 
pretty natural Airs ; and at every Stop, with his 
-right Hand extended,' pointed to that Planet, cx- 
prefUng both in Tone and Aflions nrach Devotion 
and Love*. • 

Many learned M^ wer^ {fnt fpr, to confider of 
this Stranger, and if poffibk, by Signs or other 
Means, to difc^ver from whence )iccame,a|id whfiK 
Fateor Accidents had thus abandon'd him to the Fur 
ry of th? Windi and Waves, to tJ^e Extremity of 
Hunger, Cold and Watching ; and to the devour- 
ing Jaws of Sea-Monfiers. But aU their Efibrts 
were unfuccefsfuJ ; they fpoke to him in fcveral 
Languages, he anfwerM them^ but iliii in a Dialect 
O^itterent ixom any.of theij^, apd altogether un- 
iBwwn. He f^9em'4 to utter his Words in a Tone 
between whiftling and fining i; which no^d^fom^ 
conclude he was a Chinffit befs^tife that People 
f rp^unce many of their Letters after the /ame 
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maimer. So do the Inhabitants of TuJtpfiit an4 
Malabar 9 with othef Kingdoms in the £aft oiJJii ; 
and Letters with them arc as fignificant as Words 
with the Europeans, They ihew*d him Globes and 
Maps of the World, done by feveral Hands, and in 
various Langcu^es, with particular Charts of all the 
maritime Regions on Earth* But to no other pui^ 
pofe than to excite hisDevotion afrefh to the Moon, 
Whofe Refemblance he faw on fome of thoTe Pv 
pers. He would fmile at that Sight, kifshis Fore- 
finger, and with a religious Complai^ce touck 
the Figure of that Planet : Then Teeming to be in 
a wonderful good Humour, he would turn round 
and fall a dancing, with his Arms ilretchM and 
turned in the fame Poibire as thofe who ufe Cafla- 
gnets, or Cymbals. Sin^ng all the while a fort of 
inarticylate Sounds, but furprizingly mufical and 
fweet. So that no body knew what to make of 
him. 

He appear^'d very temperate, modeft, and re(ign*d, 
refuiing no Ments or Drinks that were offered him, 
yet neither eat nor drank to excefs : Neither was he 
difcontented at his Lodging, or any other Ufage ; 
tho' they tried to vex hun ieveral ways, that they 
might fee how he would vent his Paflion. Bi^t he 
fmiled at all, and fubmitted patiently to every 
thing they impoTed on him. 

One thing was obfervable, that where-ever he 
few any Water, he would run to it immediately, 
and wafh himfelf, as well as he could in thofe Ci^- 
cumflances, never forgetting to fprlnkle fome to- 
ward that Part of the Heav«n where the Moon was 
vifibte. And when they led him into the Fields 
or Gardens, he would crop the Grals and Flowers, 
and with a compofed Look wou'd throw th«m up 
in the Air, adding fuch religious Geilures as coh- 
vinc'd every one, that he did it in Honour of fome 
Pow^r above. Various were the Conjedlures of Mtn 
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about him i fome were of one Opinion, and othen 
of a quite different. No body could poiitively con- 
clude any thing. Neither is it poflible, as Tin in- 
formed, for the wifeft Men in thde Parts to find out 
this Myfteiy. 

Perhaps he*s fuch another as Imaum Rapihahet^ 
a Perjian Writer, mentions, who in the Year of the 
Hegira 502, was taken up by a Merchant- Ship of 
Jttdia^ in the Strcights of Babei Mandtly pretend- 
ing to be dumb, but capable of heaping, writing, 
and expreiling himfek* feveral other Ways, if any 
body could have underftoood his L^ftguage. At 
lad he was found to be an EtbiapiaH Slave, run a- 
way from his Mailer ; an ingenious Fellow, and 
one that fpoke all the Languages of thofe Parts.; 
and therefore that he might be admirM, would be 
fure to write in a Charafler of his own Invention, 
which the greateft Sages could not read. 

Mighty BaJJay thou cncounterefton that Element 
with ftrange Monfters, and CreaCares under no 
Name or Predicament that b known » yet none fo 
terrible ind dangerous as Cheats and Impoflors. 
From which I pray Heaven defend thee and me: 
For they infell bath {he Sea and Land. 

Paris, I jtb of the zd Moon^ 
of the Year 1663.- 

LETTER XXL 

ffV Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 

THE Term of our long mutualSilence,enjoyn*d 
^x^ by our Superiors, is now happily expired ; 
and we have with good Succefs manage our fepa- 

rate 
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rate Parts, without holding any CorreTpondence to- 
gether. This was only a Trial of out Fidelity 
Condud, and Obedience; Or {vrhaps *twas^ no 
more than a Caprice of Policy, or a vain Whim of 
State For 'tis ufual wi(h great Men, thus to pra- 
dlife Experiments -on thofe whom they dciign to 
employ in the irfoft important Afl^irs. Whatever 
it be, we have acquitted ourfeives lii^e trully 
Slaves *t and that's enough for us. 

This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Mer- 
chant, one in whom I confide. Here are abun- 
dance of that Nation in Paris ^ and other Parts oi 
France^ They travel up and down from one Coun- 
-try and City to another, under the Pretext oiTra* 
ding \ but are really ^pist^ fent from the Princes of 
the Eaft^ to obferve the Counfels of thefe Weftern 
Courtsr cheDeiignsof ^ii7Z^r//r/ Monarchs, and to 
take an cxa£l Efiimate of the Strengh and Riches 
of thefe Infidels. For, tho* they outwardly profefs 
themfelves to be Followers of Jefusy yet in their 
Hearts they believe the AUwran^ and honour MahQ- 
met our bil;^ Lawgiver* 

There Is a Kind of Magiek in Truth, which for* 
ciblv carries the Mind along with it. Men reatUl^f 
embrace the Dif^ates of fmcere Reafon, yet thoie 
of thv Nation are obftinate, and (hut their Eyes 
wilfully againd the very Light of Nature. You 
over-value your felves and your Lineage^ because 
you are the Pofterity of Ifaae^ the Son of Sarak^ 
the Free-woman and Wife of Ibrahim ; reproach- 
ing us, that we are the Off-fpringof j^/tt^^/ the Son 
oi Hagarf a Concubine and Slave. You conlidcr 
not that Ifmael was the Elde/i Sen of that glorious 
Patriarch i and that by the Law pfMofes it is cn- 
aftcd, That the firft^bern Sen (ball inherit his Fa- 
ther's P4/f/«rcffy, tho* he were the Son of a. bafe 
abjeft Slave, or hated Concubine. Did Moj'ts make 
a Law contrar^f to thakof his Fathers : Or, cou'd 
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Ibrahim the Beloved of God, do way thing contra- 
ry to the Dime WiU? How then cou*d he be guil- 
ty of difinheritiBg Ifmail his eldeft Son, the Flower 
of his Strength, and firft Fruit of his Vigor ? Doubt- 
leG the Mtjeily and light of God which palTed from 
Adam to Sitb^ Enoeby Noab^ and Ibrabim, refted 
alfo on Ifmae/f Heira[^Murentof the Divine Promi- 
fes, Father of many Princes and noble Nations. 

Let thofe therefore of thy Nation ceafe to boaft 
of their Pedigree, and exalt themfelves above the- 
victorious and triumphant I/maeliUs, Children of a 
high Stock, a Race wherein (hines forth the Luft- 
re of the ancient Renown, and the Right of Primo- 
geniture : A Lineage of iUulbrioiis Honour, multi- 
plied as the Leaves of the Trees, numerous $s the 
Scars of Heaven, profperous in ail things, by the 
fpecial BenedidUon of Go d . Whereas thou know^jft, 
the Ifraelites never made any great Figure on Earth, 
and are now reputed no better than Vagabonds 
throughout the World. 

Your RoMPe Reply to this* by owning that omr 
Father Ifmael was indeed a great Prince» but that 
> he was wi thai a wild and falvage Man, who fuppor t- 
cd his Nobility andGnindeur by Rapine and Blood, 
dwelling altogether in Defarts and imfrequentcd 
Places; robbing the Caravans of Merchants and 
Travellers; oppreffing the Poor, and murdering 
the Innocent. In £ne, they give this Chancer oi 
him , That his Hand was againft every Man^ and eve- 
ry Marias Hand againft him. 

To thb Accttfation they alfo add another, That 
the Princes of the Eaft who defeend from Ifmael 
have all along, even to this Day, eiiablifhed their 
Thrones in Cruelty, Maflacres, and Parricides; 
Fathers bereaving their Children of the Lives they 
gave 'em, and Children putting their Parents to 
Death ; Brothers murdering Brothers, and facri- 
£cing dieir aear^ Relations to the Maxims of a 
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batbsirous f ^7, the rdftlefs Sufpiclons of State. 
And that aS this is moi^e efpecklly maririfeft in th6 
fabliine HouTe of the ixmtiKMit Ottomans. 

Thefe arc the Charges (rf* Hebrew Spight, the 
•Slanders which your Doctors call on the rrogeny of 
Ihrahim^ even on Ifmaelixid his Children^ to this 
Day. ButlwonldnaveChee, Nathan^ rcfiedl im'- 
partiaUy on Things, and fufer not thy Judgment 
-to be impofed on by the Sophiftry of your Scribes. 
Look btck to the PriMifwe Times of 1/raely exa^ 
mine the written Lirw, thcRecords of M^/ and the 
Seniors. Thtere thou virilt meet with frequ«rit Ex- 
amples df thofe ve^ Grknes <vhich you lay to our 
•Ch&rge ; trae Pfti^lfels of the fuppofed Tyranny and 
inhuman Anions, with which you tax the unble- 
ini^'d IfinAeHUs^ 

Did not your Father jAcob fapplant his own el- 
defl Brother BfM ? DM he^rot cheat hw Uncle La- 
ban of his Sheep ? What was wanting to him of If' 
maefs Valour and Fieroencfs;^ he fiipplied wkh a 
Fox-like Craft and Subtilty. -Yet hwv often did he 
plunder the Children of Hamor ; and boaAed aftcr- 
Wftrd»^ the Pr ey s he had t aken from-them with 
his Bow and Spear? 

Wheyi your Fathers canle oiit of- E|"^//, what a 
Carnage did Mofes their Leader commit, when he 
commanded the. Sons oi^ Levi to arife with their 
Swords In their Handsi and every Man to kill his 
Brother, his Friend, and his Neighbour ; fo that 
• there fcU that Day, at the Foot of Mount ^inai^ 
Three and Twenty Thoufand Men ; Yet for the 
Sake of tliis dctcftable Tragedy he blcfled 'em, fay- 
ing, YoM hazt (onfecrated your Hands this Day in 
Bloody (very Man in the Blood of bis Neigbbour. 'Be- 
hold the Original of your Priefthood, which is the' 
hightji Rank of Nobility among the Jews, 

• Ot4. -Re- 
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Rcmcmbet Kow your Fathers almoft cut off the 
whole Race of Benjamin, fo that there were not 
above fix hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. For- 
get not alfo, how AhinuUth of the Tribe of Manajfi' 
got the Sovereignty hy mafiacriftg feventy of hri 
own Brothers on one Stone. Your own Records 
iky. That God gave you Kings in his Wrath, among 
whom there was not one who was not a Man of 
Blood. And in the whole Catalogoe yon can fcarce 
And four who were not tainted withSacrilegje* Ido- 
latry,, and other enonnoos Vic«8« 

In a word, Nathan^ both theSonsof j^/ff«r/and 
I/aac were but Men $ and if thou haft nothing elfe 
to object ag^nft the former, bot what thon mxA 
confefs the latter was eqoaHy cuilty of, I advife 
thee henceforth to lay thy Hand upon thy MbntJi, 
and ceafe to fpeak Evil of thofe againft whom na 
Man caniharpen his Toagoe or Pea and profpcE^ 

Paris, ttJ ofthi ti Mmt^ 
rf tbiTtar 1663,. 



L E TTER XXn. 

To tbi fame. 

I Concluded my other Letter fometUng imper' 
fcaiy , and (bort of my Deitgn 1 being interrapt-* 

ed by a hidden Deluge of Humours o/erflowing my 
Ey^j accompanied with a Tcmpeft in my Head, 
which at once took from me the rower cf thinJcing 
regularly, and of feeing how to write. I am often 
fubjeft to thefe Wcakncffcs of late, and to.many 
other Maladies. My Body fenfibly decay sj. Age and. 
Ouv, Watching aod Sicknefs^ with a thoufand Ca» 
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fualties beiide» have almofl difTolv^d this congeal'd 
Medly of the Elements. Methinliss, I am now no 
-more than a poor Skeleton, to which Nature and 
Fortune have left a dry withered Skin, for Mode- 
fty^s (ake, to cover its Nakednefs ; with a few eva- 
cuated Veins and Arteries j fhrunk Sinews, Ten- 
dons, Mu{cles, and Cartilages, to tack this Machine 
of Bones together, and keep it in Motion/ In » 
word, I feem to my felf tobe only a Hobgoblin or 
Ghoft la difguife ; I cannot fay incarnate, (for Tve 
loft all my Fleih ) but only bag'd or clouted up in 
the moft contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiqua* 
ted Keiicks of Mortality, like a> Mdudiin^ot S€arc>- 
^crowy r hang together by Geometry. . - 

Yet, fuch as I am at thcfe Yearc, 1 ftfll poflcfsat 
certain Seafons more fcrene and vigorous Thoughts;. 
than in the Days of my Youth, wheh I was full 
of Marrow ar>d good Blood, l can'fJ^l my Sod 
fometimes fluttering her Wings, and brifldy flia* 
king off the heavy flimy Clogs of Earth, of Sleep-, 
andof enchanted Life, or living Death. She ftruts 
and plunKs herfelf, Ihe moontj albft and gfides 
inhappy,.tho'hut momentary FoMtaftes. of eter- 
nal Blifs. And then lur'd down again by Charms 
of her. accuftom'd Eafe and Pleafure m the Fleft, 
,ihe comes to Hand at caJi^ and being hoodwinked 
from, the radiant :Lighf ofr I^ven, ihe tamely 
perches oa the meaneft.fenfual 'Appetite, which 
. «afily conveys her to her wonted Darknefs. This 
Js the changeable State of .Mortals, and we mull 
not expea a fixed Condition on this fide the-SepuP. 
chre, the Noble and the. Vulgar are equally liable 
10 thefe Inconftancies of Spirit j neither <an the 
xinore exalted State of Sov«reigft.Mon«rchf, privii 
4e>€ thero.from the common Braildes of Mankind*. 
They arc no othcrwife diftingnilh'd from the 
meaneH of Uioiir Slayes, than only by the -Vaft- 
V^tfa of their Poi&ifioas». their niHU^rotiA J^ctinue; 
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their rnliBute4 Power, and the Yain Pageantry of 
external Honour. 

If we examine the Or^in of Nobility , and ^Royal 
Grandeur ; jf we trace die Genealogies of 'Princes 
And Potentates up to their Foantain, wefhaH find 
the firiib Fathers of thefe noify Pedigrees to be cruel 
Butchers of Men, QppreSois^ Tyrants, perfidious 
Truce-breakers, Rpbbos, and Parricides. In a 
word, the moft primitive Nobility was no other 
than potent Wickednefs, or dignified Impiety. And 
all the fuccefiive Continuations of it by Infaentance, 
Eledion, or otherwise, even to thefe Modem Times, 
are but fo many Tradn6ls of exoibitant Power and 
Honour, acquired and proposed by die moft enor- 
mous Vices, by Pradices unworthy of Men, and of 
which the Authors themfelves are ahvays afliam^d. 
Therefore they cover their uajuft Encroachments 
and Invafions, with the fpecious Pretcxts'of Juftice 
and Virtue, calling that Conqueft, which is no other 
thw downright Robbexy, and profefling themfelves 
Patrons oE^Mens Liberties and Rights, Refigion and 
Laws, whilft in Effect they are the greateft OppreP 
ibrs, Hypoaites, Aiheiils, and Oat-laws in the 
World. 

This is not only true in the Race of I/mdei and 
I/aaCf of whom I made mention in my other Letter, 
but in all the Families which liave ever mide any 
eminent Figure and Noife in the World. 

What were the four renownM Monarchies* but fo 

many. Empires <^ Bandiiti, Governments of Fr/#- 

baotersy Pyrates^ and hicim^dmevisf AiDinnedes 

xt^AhxMier tbiGrtaty I,kyi he, bttau/e I fl^ 

s the frivau Cor£iir, and cruizt np and dovn (be Seas 

/ t^fitb omfingk Sbip, am actus^d as a Py rate : ^qu tbat 

,, daft tbifam tbing wilds a migbty Fluty art calPd an 

Emperor. If tbou wert alone^ and a Cafth^y as I am, 

, tbey Tooufd ifteem ihei n$ httter than a Thief: And 

^' van I at tb$ Meadtfa numerous jirmy, as tbon art, J 

ftm'd 
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jhoitd ht revennad as an Emperor. For as to the Ju": 
ft ice of our Caufe, there is no other Difference but this^ 
not thm doft more Mifchief than L -Misfortune has ( 
<ompeird me to be a Thief; whereas nothing but an \ 
intolerable Pride, and infatiable Abarlce, futs thee i 
upon the fame Cearfe of Life, If Fortune would prove j 
more favourable to me y perhaps I might become better :i 
Whereas^ thy continual Success make thee but the \ 
tooffe, Alexander admiring the Boldnefs of the Man, 
and the Rfefolutenefs of his Spirit, gave him^^a Com- 
mand in his Army, that fo he might rob andplunj- 
dcr from thenceforth by Authority. 

But I fllould have begun higher in Antiquity v^^ith 
the Empire of the AJfyrians, founded by Ninus^ in 
the Blood and Slaughter, Ruin and Deftruflion of all / 
his Neighbours, and increas'd after the fame Me- \ 
thods by his Wife Semiramis, who begging of her ( ^^ 
'Hulbaild, that Ihe might reign for fivt Days, and \ / 
he granting her Requeft, fbe put on the Royal Or- 1 | 
naments, and fitting on the Throne of uncontroul- ^ \ 
able Majefty, commanded the Guards todegrade and ( ] 
kill her Hufband. Which being done, fhe fucceeded/ ' 
in the Empire, adding Ethiopia to her other Domi- 
nions, carrying a War into India, and cncompaiTmg 
Babylon with a magnificent Wall; at laflffhe was 
kiird by her Son Ninyas. Thus was die Affyrian 
Monarchy eftablilhM in Regicides, Maffiicres, and 
Carnage. And by the fame Methods 'tvvis tranfla- 
ted by Atba^us to the Medes; he having raosM 
Sardanafalusy the laft and mofl eiFeminate of all the 
Affyrian Kings, to die in the midft of his Concu- 
bines. Thus was Treachejy and Muithcr handed 
down with the Sovereign Power ; till at length Cy- 
rus the Perjian, transferred them to this Country ; 
Whofe Sdn, Cambyfes y raised the fecond univcifal 
Monarchy, on the additional Ruins of jnany other 
.Kingdoms, cementing it with the Blood of his Bro- 
ther and his Son. Yet, after all/ it was tranflated 

G 6 la 
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to ihc Macedonians, by Alexander the Great ^ not 
without an equal Guilt of Parricide, and other exor- 
bitant Vices. From whom al laft it devoIv'*dto the 
Romans, 

What need I mention th«fcandaIous>Birth of ^^u 
mulus znd. Remus, the Twin-Sons of an inceftuous 
Vifial? Or, their debauched Education under a com- 
mon Proititate, &bu]oufly veiPd by Hent^Rt^man HifiO* 
riansy. under the Title of a Wolf, to render the Ori- 
gm of their Empire rok^culous? Why (hould I re- 
count the horrid Fratricide committed by Romulus 
on Remus his Brother; or the celebrated Rape of 
Sabine Wives, Virgins, and Widows B It will feem- 
invidious, to c^ to mind the deteftable Murther of 
^itus Tatius, the good old Captain of the Saiines,. 
with many other barbarous Mailacres. Yet, thefie 
enormous Crimes were the Foundations of the Rct^ 
mans Grandeur and Nobility, fo formidable ^tes- 
wards to the whole Earth. And the Superflruflure 
was anfwerable, through all the various Changes and 
Revolutions of Government, even to the Reign oF 
Jugujius C^far, under whom Rome g^n'd thcTii. 
tie oit)\t fourth univerfaJ Monarchy, 

This Emperor, tho- he was efteem'd the moft 
merciful and jufl Prince on Earth, yet he eftablifh^d 
his Throve in the Blood of his Kindred, facrifi- 
cing the Children of his Uncle to- the Ends of 
State: And that he might not deviate from the 
Royal Ingratitude of other Princes, he barbaroufly 
extinguifh'd the Off-fpring of his Father's Brother, 
who had adopted him to the Inheritance of the im- 
perial Dignity, fcoming by an unkingly Tender^- 
ne(s,. to ipare the glorious Names of Antony and 
Cleofatray, \o whom he was fo nearly related, and 
who had invefiedhim with the. Power of being fa 
ihhumaxu 
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I will not make tHee ikk by reheariing the abo- 
minable Lives and wicked Adions of the Nero\ 
Domitian\ Caligula's^ Heliogabalus^Sf Galienu^s^ 
and the reft of thofe Royal Monfteis. Hiftory itfclf 
bluihes to recite fuchPr(>digi£sofIinpietyy.aadtheir 
Tery Names are odious to all Generations. 

If we pafs from thefe mightv Empires to King- 
doms of iefs Note, we ihall itill trace the Footfleps 
of the ikme Vices. Both, ancient and modem Re- 
cords are full of thefe Tragedies. The original. 
Kingdom of the Gf^ij took its Rife from the Parri- 
cide o£ Dardanus i, and the female Empire of the 
Amazon J, began in the barbaioas Maflkcre of their 
Hufbands. AH Ages and Nations afibrd us Exam- 
]^es of this Nature ; and the higheft Honours, Dig<^ 
nities and Commands, were ever acquir'*d and main- 
isrfnUby the higheft Injuftice. 

Therefore,, honeil Natbofiy let thou and I never 
envy the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth; but 
contented in our humble Pofts, fitting under the: 
VmbrtlUs of a happy, Obicurity, let us /erve the 
Qrnni Sigiim with Integritj» and a Zeal- void q£' 
XnjuAice. 

Pafis, ztiofthfi 2 J M9<m, 
' of the Tear 1663. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

^(^ Ccdarafiud Cheik, a Man- Gfiis' 

Law. 

THou wilt approve the Sentence^ that was ye- 
fterday executed on a Frenchman in this City^ 
who faid he was the Son of God, and had perfuaded 
■M great niahy poor ignorant People to believe him. 
Jie was. burnt alive for his Blaiphemy, and liis AfHcs. 

^-~ kick'A 
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kick'd into a Ditch. Had he been convi£led of this 
horrid Impiety in any of the Grand Signioi's Domi- 
nions, he had undergone the like, or a more terri- 
ble Punifhment: For the Alcoran ejrprefsly fays, 
^/7/Ood has netthirWife^ Son, Daughter, or Cam" 
f anion: And that thofr Jhall fnffer eternal IP airts^ 
who teach anyfuch DoHrine, Doubtlefs there is but 
one God, and the Eternal Unity cannot be divided, 
or maltiply'd, to make more Gods in Fraftion, or 
procreate an OfF-fpritig of diminutive Deities. He, 
the Father of all Things, dwells in eternal Solitude, 
and from an infinite Retirement, beholds the vari- 
ous Generations of theUniverfe j they are all equal- 
ly his Off-foing, and 'tis Blafphcmy to affirm he has 
a Son, or a Daughter, or a Companion like unto him- 
« fclf. For he is uncreated, unbegotten, and entire : 
Sole PoffefTor of his own Glory, without Rival 6r 
Competitor. There was none before him, neither 
fliall there be any after him. He is without Begin- 
ning or End, 

But thefe Infidels hatbour ilrange Opinions about 

( a Trinity of Gods, and follow the Do6bines of for- 

mesy Trlfmegiftus, Plato, Plotinus, and otYitr Pagan 

PhilofopherSy who aflerted a Triad in the Deity ; and 

on that Bafis, founded all the Polytheifm of the Gen- 

I tiles. Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, 

) by playing the chymical Arithmetician, and extraft- 

) ing a Quatemity out of Three, But the Poets, not 

/ puzzling their Heads with the Myfteries of thefe 

Divine and unintclli^ble t^nmbers, deliver d their 

Theology in plain, grofs Fiflions, fuitable to the 

Capacities of the Vulgar : One midwifing a Goddefs 

out of Jupiter^ Brains : Another darting a God from 

his Thigh. But this filly Fellow could not derive his 

Pedigree fo near as from a little Toe of the Divinity. 

Therefore, he was defer vedly reduced to his firfl 

Atoms, and fpurn*d out of the World. 

The 
8 
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*ThcJ^ench have various Kinds of Punifhments 
for M<iIefa6tors, but none more terrible than hrtdk- 
ing on the Wheel. This is infiifted only on notca-i- 
ous Criminals, and the Manner is thus : The Party 
condemn'd is faften'd to a Wheel, with his Arms 
and Legs extended to their full Length and Wide- 
nefe. Then comes the Executioner, and with an I- 
ftxiBar brfraks one^Bone afler another, till the mife- 
jable Wretch is in the Agonies of Death, and fo he 
is left to expire in unutterable Torments : for, fome 
Men of ftrong Conftitutions^ will retain Life in this 
Condition for twelve or more Hours together. 

Honourable Coiarafraiy tho' the Executions of 
the £aft are vooxt (Wift and furprizing, than -thofe 
in the Weft; yet they are not comparable to them 
for Cruelty : The worft Death Being but a Minute's 
Pain. 

Sage Cheiki I. reverence thy aocompliih'd Know- 
ledge in the Laws of Equity and JuiUce. 

Palis, i^th'oftheidMoon^ 
of the Tear 1 66^ 



^e End of the Second Book. 
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LETTER I. 

To Solyman i«-Coufin» at Chakedon, 

W Commend thee for removing thus 
U from Place Co Place; and coii'd 
B with chat thou woHld'A not only 
11 McHarge thy Refidence thro' all 
M the Cictea feaced on che S^fh- 
SJ ruj, PropsntiJ, Enxi/ie Sea, and 

the HrHf/pant, buC viGc by Turns all che &moui 

Marcs in the World. 
Prdfe be co God,wearenot bom in Ma/Mty,Sii0i . 

Cbiiia,ox under the narrow-fbul'd Government! of 

Lyurgaii Plata, aiul {lick kind- of jcaloiH Law- 
givers i 
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^vcrs ; where it would be UCs Punifhment, than 
the Lofs of one's Eyes, Ears, and Fcet^ if not of 
Life itfelf, to travel out of his native Country, or 
for a Stranger to come in, excepting Foreign' Am- 
balTadors and Agents, who in China are forced to / 
travel with their Faces veil'd or muified from the 
Confines to the Court, left they ihould fpy the 
Difadvantages of the Country. 

Doubtlcfs this is repugnant to the Law of Na- 
ture and Nations, an Oppreffion of Humanity, and ' 
direflly oppofite to the Purpofe of God, when 
he defign'd and made us for foclalle Creatures: 
For, the whole Earth is but ta one Country or 
Province, common to Men and Bealls. *Tis our 
Element, and therefore we ought to be free in it^ 
to range where we pleafe, as the Fowls do in the 
Air, and the Fifh in the Sea^ without any Lavir, . ^ 
Reftraint, or Injury. Such a Thoddit as this, > ^ 
jttzdt So^raUs^ when he was aik*d, ff^ffaf Count ry^ \ i 
man he wasf anfwer, I am a Nat hi of the Un^ f ^ 
wr/f, and therefore free to live where I will. 

Thou know*ft our Confin IfoufYm travelf4 0^^ 
all Ma and Jfi'^ck, with lomc Parts of Europi^ 
My Brother Pefteli Uali, has alfo vifited many Re- 
gions in the Eaft. Both of them have improvU 
their Efiates and Fortan<rslp the World, the one at 
Jfiracan^ the other a(. Conftantinople. Follow their. 
Step^y and thpa ips^^ have tby'HeartV Content. 
Go^ and obferve the difierent. Manners (A Meii^^ 
their various. Cufionv, Laws ai^d ReKgions. Sut- 
Ycy tb? Mpttntains, rallies^, Defarts^Ritiertf Lakeip^ 
Seas, Cities, Caftles, Palaces,l and alt the other 
defirablc Objefls, which enxbellifh this Globe. 

But beware of tjje Infirmity of moft Travellers,, 
who, Ctf^/^fl^-like, change their Humour and 
Manner? a^ihe Regions vary thro* which they pafc: 
Meer M^micks, BuiToons and Apes, who place their 
E4i;cell^ncy in imitating cveiy Thing they fee, qt 

■ m^ 
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meet with. Thus degenerating from themfelves ; 
inftead of improving their Minds in true Science and 
Wifdom, and hardening their Bodies to endure piti- 
cndy the Injuries of the Elements, with all the Fa- 
tigues and Contingencies of human Life, which are 
the chief Ends of travelling, next to that of learning 
how to fcrve our Sovereign and our Country in a 
more refined Manner. 

So/yman, never think that thou wilt deferve the 
Chara^er of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Retuxh 
thou canft only boaft of ftrange and incredible things 
thou hail feen, tell monftrous Romances, and Ficti- 
ons more fabulous than thofe of the GentiUVotts. 
Aim at folid Knowledge, and the Improvements of 
a rational Creature. As thou goeil out a Mujful- 
tnan^ fo return ; but with all the Advantages that 
may recommend thee for a Perfon accomplifh'd 
in Hifi^ryy Mor^ls^ Politicks^ and Divine Pbihfi- 

If thou darefl not uadeftsike a Ramble ^t large, go 
to thy CouSm I/m/ it Afiracan^ where he is fettled 
in a Way of Traffick and Merchandize. Take thy 
Voyage by the B/a<i Sea, and the Palus Maotis. Caft 
thy Eyes on the antient Kingdom of CoJcbis,z% thorn 
faileft by her Shores; confidcr the Temper of the 
Mingretiam^ Circaffians, and Tartars^ with the reft 
of the People through whofe Territories thou wilt 
pafs. And when thou arrived at AJfraean^ tell my 
Coufin Ifoufi that I wifli'd thee to take this Cotirfe : 
He will refpedl thee for thy Uncle's Recommen- 
dation. Shew him this Letter, and let his own 
Eyes fee the Hand- writing of Mabmuty the aged, 
weather-beaten Slave of the Earth's Great Sove- 
reign ; the old, grey, grifled Watchman of the Sib- 
limc Porte^ which is the Refuge of Mortals. He w ill 
find many Opportunities to advance thee. But I 
advife thee to wean thy felf from all Fondnefs, 
Jnconftancy, and Difcontent. Be tiru6 to thy Truft, 

fcdu- 
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fedulous and tftiye, patient and refign'd. Take all 
thills M they come from Deftiny, without beii^ 
pecvifli or fretful. 

So may God bkfs thee, and give thee the Riches 
of the Earth, and the fweet Influences of Heaven ; 
make thee happy here and hereafter. Finally, may 
thy ReH be on high in Paradife. 

Paris, \ft of the ^th MooM, 
of the Tear 1663. 
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LETTER II. 

To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Matter tf 
the Cuftoms at Conftantinoplc. 

THere i$ no doubt, but when tkou waft in the 
Indiis^ the Names of Sultan Dar^y Sujah^ 
Aurengzeie^ntid Ifyrai BdUht, were net lefs kfK>virn 
to thee, than that of th^it Father Cka leban^ the 
Grand MoguL Thy Bdine6 as weU as CurioTit}^^ 
call'd thee oflen to the Court, where thou haft 
heard the Charatf^ers of thc{e young Princes, whofe 
early Years fumifh*d the Wodd with Matter of 
Noife and great Ezpe&ations, and gave the old 
Monarch that begat 'em Trouble and Care enough 
to keep them in Order, and prevent their Maclu- 
nations ag^nft one another as well as againft him- 
felf. For in thofe Days he favv his Family divided 
into Fadions, and a Royal Envy mix'd with Am- 
bition, whetting Brothers and Sifters againft each 
other, who by Nature were made for the Offices 
of reciprocal Love. 

Surely, *tis but a glorious Infelicity for Children 
to be thus bom Caiidi4ates of a Crown, \yhen earh 
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Is obligM by a Principle of Self Prefervatiofe, io 
purfue his Claim, in a Method wholly repugnant 
to Humanity, and the AfFe^lion that ts due to 
thofe of the fame Blood : When (haking oS all 
Tendernefs and CompafCon, the Sons of one Mo- 
ther muft fheath their Swords in each others Bowel5» 
to prevent their own Fate ; and ravifh a Crown 
by Force, to fave their Lives. 

V^t this is the Misfortune of all the 2afiern 
Courts, that they cannot fee a Prince afc^nd the 
Throne without the Slaughter of his Brethren, 
-And all that can be fufpe£led to pretend, or iland 
in Competition with him for the Sovereignnr. 

However, it muft be con&fs^d that the Indian 
Policy in this Point is far more generous than that 
of the Ottomans or Perjians % who either imme- 
diately after their PofTeition of the Throne, mtirder 
In cold Blood all the reft of their Lineage ; or at 
lead imprifon them in fome dark Dungeon during 
their Lives, and not feldom put out their Eyes. And 
this is owing to the Difadvimtage the unhappy Chil- 
dreaof our Monarchs lie under, in that from their 
Infancy they are con£n*d to the Sirdg/ia^ and eda^ 
eated nncfer the Tutelagrof Women andE^nucfir, 
even during the whole Life of their Father ; To 
that he who is advancM to the Throne, has all the 
reft in his Cuftody the iirft Hour of his Reign. 

Whereas, in Iniofian the Princes of the Kood 
are committed to able and learned Tutors, and as 
they grow in Years, increaling aUo in Knowledge, 
Wifdom and Courage, they are difpofed of; every 
one fuitable to hi^ Capackv. Some being^ mado 
Miniilers of State, others Generals di Armies, or 
Governors of Provinces; Whereby each is put Sn 
a Condition to make Parties for himfclf, among the 
Grandees and thofe of inferior Degree, and 6a 
fortify his Intcreft in Court and City, Country and 
Camp. Thus an open Field is left for all to tijr 
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their Wit and Courage in, for the Sake of Inheri- 
tance ; and *tis more equal to let them nobly ikir- 
B)ifh for a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery for 
Life or Death, than fet up one with the Advantage 
and Chara^er of a Butcher, and turn the SerailP 
to a Shambles, always polluted with Royal innocent 

Blood. 

But every State purfues its own Maxims ; and 
there are not wanting Men of the Law, who juftify 
this inhuman Conduct of our Sultans, as the only 
Means to prevent publick Diftra^ions and civil 
Wars ; which always happen where there are many 
Pretenders to the Imperial Dignity ; as it lately fell 
out in the Indies* 

I need not acquaint thee with what particular 
Dignities and Commands the Great Mogulinvc&td 
his four Sons. Thou could'H fuiEciently inform thy 
ielf of thefe things when thou v^aft at Debli, the Ca- 
pital City of Indoflan. Neither need I fay any thing 
of Rauchenara Begum, or his Sifter Saheb., the two 
Daughters of Cba leban. Thou haft been there in 
Perfon ; know'ft more of thefe things than I, who 
am obligM to the Merchants and Travellers for all 
my Intelligence of the Indian A&irs. 

But I can certify thee of fomething which has 
been tranfafled there iince thy Return V>Conftanti- 
vople ; the Fame whereof perhs^ is not yet arrived 
to the Imperial City. 

Know then, that in the Year 1655, a Rumour 
being fpread abroad through the Provinces of India^ 
that Cba leban was dead, each of his four Sons be- 
gan to lay about him for the Crown. They did all 
that is ufual in fuch Cafes for ambitious Perfons to 
do, by courting the Omrabs and Rajabs with large 
Prdents and larger Promifes, by .obliging the Soldiery, 
with immenfe Largeifes; in a wopd» by routing 
up the FriendAiip and Integrity of their Adhe- 
rents, and. by winning over Strangers to their difl'«* 

rent 
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rent Parties, with wKatfbever elfe was thought ne- 
cefiary to cariy on a piofperoos War agaiaft one 
another : For the innate De&re of reigning had 
equally pofTefsM them all. But Defiiny, which ap- 
points and coniammates human Events, had referv'd 
the Crown for Aurengzehe^ who furpais'd all the reft 
in Policy and Diflimulation. 

With profound Craft this Prince ovcr-rcach'd his 
younger Brother Morad Baube^ and put him in 
Chains in the midft of Morals own Army ; pacify* 
ing the Officers with Bribes, and the common Sol- 
diers with Increafe of their Pay, whilft he fent their 
General away Prifoner to one of his ftrongeftCafiles. 
This was the firft conliderable Stroke he gave to- 
ward the gaining a Crown. For now he was not 
only rid of one Competitor, and the moft dange- 
rous of all the reft, but alio became Mafter of his 
Army and all his Treafurc j which being join'd to 
his own, put him in a Condition to purfue his good 
Fortune with Succefs. Yet the War lafted almoft 
fit Years ; his Brother Sultan Sujab keeping him in 
play on the Side of Bengal^ and Sultan Dara near 
the Capital Cities of Agra and Debly, 

But at lall they were both forced to yield to the 
Formne of AurengzeBe- In £ne, he was eftabliih*d 
and now (its on the Throne of his Fathers ; whilft 
they fell Sacrifices to th^ Jealoufy and Revenge of 
their vi6lorious Brother ; being, as I am informM, 
mken Prifoners, and afterwards poifoned, or hur- 
ried out of the World fome other Way. 

Thus pafTes away human Glory like a Cloud dri** 
yen before the Wind; or like the Smoak of a Fire, 
which looks bright and gay for a while, crackles and 
gives Heat to all that ore near it, but is either fud- 
denly quenchM with Water, or evaporates into Air^ 
and is no more remember M. 

Dear Pefleliy confider that this Earth is not our 
native Country: We are Foreigners here below s 

let 
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kt us improve our (Jelves, by every thing we en* 
coaater, in Knowledge smd Virtue^ without learn* 
ing the Vanity and Vices of Mortals.. 

Paris, 4/^ of the 6ib Mton^ 
of tht Tiar 1663. 




LETTER III. 

To Ufeph, Bafla. 

HE R £ is great Rejoycing for the Converfion 
of a certein Proteftant Prince to the Faith of 
the Reman Ctturch. They call him the Duke of 
Micklembourgh- He is (aid to fpring from an ancient 
Race of Kings among the Vandals, ^his Court ca- 
re(^ him in an extraordinary Manner , as they 
ufually do all Profely tes of his high Quality ; as for 
poor and vul^r Converts,, they {erve oiily to be- 
come the Priefts Slaves and Afles. 

The King, who is ftiled The eldeft Sfin of th$ 
Churchy and therefore ought to appear a living De- 
monflratioa of her ixwiled Virtues, has been very 
liberal of his Favours to the new Devotee, creating 
him Knight of tho Holy Spirit^ which is the rk^ 
{iiblime Degree of Honour is this KiBgdom» next 
to that of beiog madis P<er o^ the Realm. 

Couriers arrive one at theHeeb of another from 
the Duke of Beaufort^ who is cruifing about on the 
Mediterranean. But I cannot giet a Sight of any of 
them, nor learn what their Express cpntain. The 
Courtiers and Statefmen here are the very Whirl- 
poob of Intelligence. Whatever News is communi- 
cated IQ thex^, is fwallowM up and loft for ever iiv 
profound Silence. They receive all , but return 

none 
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none again. However, People take the Liberty 
to guefs every Man according to his Reafon or 
fancy. Some fay, the Duke of Beaufort has 
engaged with a Fleet o^ Alger ines, and driven them 
into their Harbour with great Lofs on their Side, 
and Triumph on his. Others laugh at this as only 
a Court Romance, who ftrive to prepoflefs the 
Nation with profperous Stories of the Kin^s Arms» 
hoi\i by Sea and Land. Whilft a third Sort affirm » 
That thofe Difpatches come not from the Duke of 
Beaufort ; who, they fay, is dead, being kilJ'd by 
a Cannon- Bullet, in an Encounter with the Cor^ 
fairs of Barbary : But, that they are fcnt from 
the next chief Officers in the Iboulon Fleet, to 
^ive the King an Account of his Death, and re- 
ceive new Orders. 

In the mean while, we are wholly taken up 
here at prefcnt with the Reception of the $wifs 
AmbalTadors. They mad« their publick Entry 
into Paris yefterday, after they had been magni- 
ficently entertained at the Caflie of the Wood, A 
thoufand Chariots accompanied them through the 
Streets of Paris, They are brave jolly Peribns, 
Sons of Bacchus^ and Hirelings to Mars, flout in 
a Winfe-Ccllar, and no Cowards in the Field. 

Courteous Bajfa, Thou feeft I do not forget 
my Friends, but fend to all by Turns, the Advices 
that come to my Hands. I wifh thou would'll 
favour me with a fhort Sketch of thy Plcafure 
with the GrdndSigniory in the neighbouring Plains 
of Adrianofle* 

Paris, io/i& of the wth Moon^ ' 
of the Teari66^, 
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LETTER IV. 

Sn? Hamct, Reis EfFendi, Principal Se^ 
<retary of the Ottoman Empire. 

j^T^IS hard to determine whether the Fremh 
\ King exceb moft Jn Martial AiFairs» or in 
tliofe of ^//7/^. He is ^ood an both. His Counfels 
are wife, and his Actions ^reat. A Man bath in fio« 
dy and Mind formVl &r£mpire : And out-flripping 
his Years in all things fave the AflFairs of Love. Thefc 
indeed hepurfues with youthful Vigour and Pafjion, 
being by Nature very amorous, and efteem*d the, 
handfomeft Prince of this Age, by thofe who confi- 
der a^ regular Shape, grace^l Features, and a maje- 
ftick Awfulnefs in theFac^ as the principal Ingre- 
dients in a mafculine Beauty. 

•Tis certain, he^s very acceptable to the Ladies, 
who are the moft ^competent Judges in (his Cafe. 
And they value him fo much the more, becaufe his 
Love never abates the due Sentiments a Monarch 
ought to have of his Glory. For he gratifies both 
Paffions, without fufFering them to interfere, mana- 
ging his foftefl Intrigues with fuch exquifite Pru- 
dence, as he ftill comes off a Hero. 

He has had many a Miflreis, and *tis a manifeft 
Difcovcry of his Wit, that he never faften'd his' 
Affedions on any that defervM not the fame Cha- 
rafter. She that has the greatefl Share in his Heart 
at pi-efent, is call'd the Duchefs of Vauj^uri t Wo- 
man rais'd to that Tide by the King*s Bounty 
for the fake of his Love. She iias a refinM Wit» 
and thaf s all can be faid in her Praife. For, as to 
her Body, 'twould hardly tempt an indifferent 
Painter to employ his Skilly unlns it were, in de- 
""{icnbing what the Ti^hr endeavours to hide, and 
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that's a Deformity much like mine, a remarkable 
Bunch in the Back, yet this great Monarch loves 
her paffionately, and will not be eafily crofs'd in 
his Anwurs. 

The Queen and his Mother have endcavoui'd by 
divers Methods to reclaim him ; but all prove iner- 
fedlual. A while ago they fet his ConfefTor to 
work, who, with abundance of unfeafonable Gra- 
vity, reprefented to the young invincible Monarch, 
the ill Confequences of unlawful Love (for thefe 
Infidels efteem none Lawful, bujt what is beftow'd 
only on one Wife.) He faid all that was proper for 
a y^fuit to urge on fuch an Occafion, and a great 
deal more ; threatning the Royal Lover with feverc 
Penance, and I know not what. Impatient of this 
Difcourfe from a Subjed^, yet refpe^ling the Chara- 
cter he bore as a Prieft, the King with a referv'd 
Countenance, thank'd him for his pious Counfel, 
telling him withal, that for the future he difcharg'd 
him from his Service, being refolv'd to obey the old 
Canons of the Church, and confefs to none but the 
Prieft of the Parilh, Thus the poor Jefutt was dif- 
carded, and befldes the King's Difpleafure, he has 
drawn upon himfelf the Cenfurcs and Curfes of his 
whole Order, for difobliging fo potent a Monarch, 
only to pleafe two peeviih Women. 

lUullrious Minifler, Kings are as Gods on Earth, 
and they efteem it a Profanation of their Divinity, 
when their A6lions are too narrowly fcann'd by their 
Subjedls. 

Paris, Tth of the ift Moon^ 
of the Tear 1664. 
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L E T T E R V. 

Ito Pefteli Hali, his Brother^ Ma fler of 
the Grand Signior*j Cuftoms at Con- 
ftantinople. 

TH E News which thy Letter imparts, wbuld 
affcft me with incredible Delight, were fuch 
a thiog poffible to come to pafs. It is a long time 
fince I have been weary of dwelling in Faris^ and 
c£ converfing only with Infidels. There is a perfect 
Antipathy between their Humours and mine. And 
^cis no fmall Violence a Man does to his Nature in 
fuch a Cafe, when all his Anions and Words are 
coanterfeited. This goes mightily againft the Grain. 
But I have thought nothing too much to do or fufFer 
for our great N£fter*s Intereft : And I'm ftill of the 
fame Refolution. Yet Nature itfelf abhors Force and 
Rcllraint. Therefore 'twould be a vaft Comfort to 
berecall'd from this difagreeable Station, and plac'd 
in fome other Poll, where Imightferve God and 
the Grand Signior with more Eafe. 

Befides, I have met with nothing but Periecutiona 
and Reproaches from fomc at the Seraglio, ever fince^ 
I came to this City ; as I have often hinted in my 
Difpatches to the Grandees, and particularly once to 
the noble Kerker Hajfan, Bajfa, our Countryman 
and Friend. Wherein I alfo implor'd his Favour and 
Interceffion, that I might have Leave to retire into 
Arabia, and fpend the reft of my Days in the Place 
where I iirft drew my Breath; or at leaft, that I 
might be permitted to return to Conftantinople, and 
give an Account of my Agency in thefe Parts, tho' 
it were to the Lofs of my Head, if I deferv'd it. 

I perceive that generous Bajfa took CorA'paffion 
on my Sufferings, and has done his utmoft to relieve 
me. 'Tis to him I owe die Propofid that wais made 
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in the Divan, of fending me to the Court of the 
Grand Moguiy there to negotiate fome private Affairs 
of Importance for the Sultan. 

There is nothing that I have had a greater Paflion 
for thefe many Years, than the Happinefs of vifiting 
thofe remote Parts 'o( the Earth, (b venerable for the 
Antiquity of their Inhabitants, and the Excellency 
of their Laws, Cuftoms, Religion>and Government ; 
I mean, the Gentite Indians y and not the Raced 
the Moguls f who came out of Tar fary^ and are but 
of yeflerdiy , in comparifbn with the Aboriginal^ to- 
pie whofe Genealogies and Poffeilions of that Country 
fbretch beyond all the Records in the Worldbtfvit. 

Ever (ince I read the Journal of thy Ttzvth in 
the Eafi^ I was inflam'd with an ardent Deiire to fee 
thatrcnown*d Nat ion , toconverfewiththei?r^wf//rj 
and pry into the Myfteries of their unknown Wifdom 
lyhich occafions fo ipuch Difcotufe in the World. 

I know Adt what ails me, but I promife my felf 
more Satisfadion ffom their J^^^ij, were I capable of 
underflandlDg xktLanguage in which they are writ« 
or from the Lips of thofe Priejlswho have 'em in. 
their Cudody ; than from all the Prof he ts and Sages 
in the World. I fancy I fhould find fomething pro> 
digiouOy flrai^e and amazing in their Hiftory, yet 
fquarina^with. human Reaibn, and Probability of 
Truth J I (hou'd meet with Arguments which I 
cannot yet ilart, to prove the Eternity of the World i 
Arguments dear and demonftrative : Suchaswou*d 
edablifh this DoBrine, s^nft all Obje^ons that 
have or can be made to the contrary. 

The Idea which I already entertain of fo unmea- 
lurabie a Duratbn, is only founded on my own na- 
tural Thoughts, and fupported by the concurrent 
Opinion of fcveral antient Pbilojophers, But I fhou*d 
hope to fee it difcovcr'd by thefe Indian Records, to 
be a Truth as bright as the Sun, and fix*d as the 
Center of the Earth. 

There 
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There is another thing, for which I mightily ad« 
mire the lndidns\ and wherein I endeavour to imi- 
tate them to the utmofl of my Power : That is, the 
Juiiiceand Tendemefs they (liew towards the Beailg. 
*Tis a thing which needs a confiderable Expiation, 
if by Chance they kill any living Creature : But, if 
they do it wilfully, out of cruel Wantonnefs or Ma- 
lice, and not in their own Defence, *tis puniih'd 
with Death, no lefs than if they had murther*d a 
Man. No Care of Health, or Fear of DiiTolution 
by Sicknefs, can tempt one of the Bracbman Race^ 
to tafle a Bit of Fleih : Much lefs cou*d they be 
induced by the meer Pleafure of their Appetites, ta 
commit that which they efteem fo enormous a Sin, 
and the very Fountain of all other Vices. They 
count it the greated Injailice that can be, to fuRain 
their own Lives by the Death of any of fheir Fellow- 
Animals; and they eileem it a PuHllanimity unbe« 
coming a Man, when he dares not venture his Life 
on the Fruits of the Earth, and the Milk of Cattle^ 
which he may enjoy in Innocence, and Nature af* 
fords him more than enough, of all forts of lawful 
Nouriihment. 

This religious AbfUnence, is the Mother of He* 
roic Virtues; and thofe who pradife it inviolably, 
are always in a State.to contemn the World, Death, 
and all momentary Things. Hence it is, that the 
Indians go to the InvifibU World as chcarfully, as 
they wou'd take a Journey to China, and Perfia, 
Tttrky, or any other Part of the Earth. For they 
eileem Death no other than a Setting-out, or Voyage 
of the Soul to a more agreeable Region. 

But, I need not infill fo much on the(e Things 
to thee, who haft been among them, and art fami- 
liarly acquainted with their Genius and Inclina- 
tion. I flide into this Difcourfe infenfibly, by the 
Pleafure I take in thinking of thcfe People and their 
admirable Virtues, as a Man falls in Love with a 
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teautiFul Woman, by attentively gazing on her, and 

many times forgets himfelf and the Bufmefs he was 

' about, commits Errors and Indecencies, and thro* 

• the Confufion of his Spirits, is quite loft, like one 

in a Wood. 

To return therefore to myPurpofe: A Journey to 
the Indies would be very pleafant to me on feveral 
other Accounts. The very Stars of my Nativity in- 
clined me to travel, and from my Cradle in my Fa- 
ther's Houfe, I was tranfported to Conftantinople, 
many hundreds of Leagues from the Place of my 
jBirth. Thou know'ft what a Roamer I've been fincc/ 
that time : And I can affure thee, I retain the fame 
Difpofition ftill. But there's no Country under the 
Moon which I wifh to fee with greater Earndneff, 
than Indoftan^ the very Name whereof founds almoft 
as fweet as* that of Paradife. Doubdefs, 'tis the Eden 
of the Earth in manyrefpcfts. And the Inhabitants 
believe there was no better for the Original Parents 
of Mankind to dwell in, ranking the Hiftory of Mofes 
on that Subjedl in the Number of celebrated Fables. 
3 approve not this Cenfureof the Indians ; yet I tell 
thee as z Mujfulman, I dare fay, the myfterious Wri- 
tings of Mojes are quite mifunderftood by the greateft 
part of Mankind. Neither can any two of hib Inter- 
pretersagree exaftly, which was the particular Situa- 
tion of Paradife. Some plant that Garden in Mefopo- 
tamia^ others in Pahftine ; and a third Sort affirm, 
'twas in Egypt: This Man will have it mAfia^ that 
in Africa. They ?re divided in their Opinions. 
And I might as well fay, 'twas under the Red Sea 
between them both ; and bring as many Cabaliftick 
Proofs to defend it. But, it fignifies nothing to U5, 
let it be where 'twill. Every Place is a Paradife, 
which a Man fancies to be fo ; and nothing can beat 
me off from the Conceit I have of the Indies, 
- Bcfide*, I fhou'd take a \'aft Delight in my Jour- 
ney thither ; whether I went by the Way of the 
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Black Sea^ and fo through the ancient Kingdoms oC 
Colchis, Georgia, and Cathay, coafling along the 
Foot of Mount Taurus: Or, by the more common 
Road, through Syriay Arabia, and Ferfia. Either 
Way wou'd afford Matter of Thought to a contem- 
plative Man, whilft in fome Places he beholds the 
Ruins of famous Cities ; and his Eyes revel on the 
Spoils of Time, of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes. 
In others, he beholds whole Provinces laid wafte, 
ahd difpeopled, only meeting here and there a few 
Cbts, Herds, or Tents of Arabsy Tartars, or Cir- 
cajfian Herdfmen ; who flraggle up and down the 
pleafant Fields oi Ajia, to pick and chufe conveni- 
ent Piiftures for their Cattle. 

How pleafant would it be to travel through my 
own Country, and behold the Tents of the Sons of 
Ifmaely fprcad o'er the Plains of the vaft and horri- 
ble Defart ? To meet with Emirs and ^heghs of Ara* 
bia, with their Flocks and Herds, fummering it up 
and down» and frolicking from Mountain to Valley 
at their Pleafure. 

From this to pofs to another Variety in Perjiaf 
wou*d be equally diverting. What kind of Though ti 
ihould I have whilft on ray Bed, within the WaH» 
of Bagdaty the Stage of fo many great and renown'd 
Adions mention'd in antient Hiftory ! I (hould call 
to mind Semiramis, the Foundrefs of that noble Ci- 
ty, and all her Wars with the Indians and other Na- 
tions of the Eaft. I ihould reflet on her Policy, and 
the Weaknefs of her Son Ninyas, I Ihould confider 
the various Tranilations of the E after n Empire; the 
alternate Fates of the Medes^ AJyrians, J^aiy/onians, 
and Perftans, And from thence I (hould naturally fall 
upon the Conqueft oi Alexander the Great ; the Rift 
of the Macedonian Empire ; the Death of that migh- 
ty Hero in Babylon, and the cantonizing the Empire 
among his chief Officers. Such Memoirs as thefe, 
would waken my Thoughts of the Vanity of all htt- 

H 4 man 



_i - . A 



152 Letters ^r/V^^ Vol. VI. 

man Afi^airs, as it does at this time; And particul^- 
fy I refleft on my Folly, in fetting my Heart Co 
much on ti-aveiling to a Country, which I am ne- 
ver like to fee. 

For^ alas, my dear Brother, I am not able to en- 
dure at this Age the Hardfhips of fo long a Journey, 
as I could in my Yig^th. Much Slcknefs has impaired 
the Strength of my Conftitution. I am grown a» 
tender as an Infant. The leaft PufF of Wind is ready 
to blow out the Flame of Life. And whereas fbr- 
merlyy neither Heat nor Cold, Hunger nor Thirft, 
Labour or Watching could hurt me ; now my Health 
receives Damage from -every one of thefe. '1 could 
not poffibly out-live the Fatigue and Pain of travel- 
ling two or three Days together without a Drop of 
Water to rcfrefh iny panting Soul. An habitual Fe- 
ver has made me the thirflieft Man in the World. 
Then I am not able to bear the icorching Heat of 
the Sun, to which a Traveller m thofe Parts is ne- 
ceiTarily expofed. I fhonld daily difTolve like Wax, 
or rather exhale in Smoke, in the midid of fo many 
Fervors. In a word, my Body Is fo inf&ra, that I 
am very fure to die, before I can get'half way to 
Indoftdfty let me take the neareft Road I can. 

Yet, if the Minifters of the Forti fhall think fit to 
fend me, 1 am refign'd. For I take no farther Care 
of my Life, than ^t I may be fcrviceable to the 
Grand Signior, 

I intend to write to our illuftrious Friend* about it. 
In the mean time do thou for me, what the Pru- 
dence of a Man, and th« Affeflion of a Brother 
fhall fuggeft, as moft conducing to the Intereft of 
our Sovereign, and our own Honour, which we 
ought to prefer to our Lives. 

Our Mother is in Health, and f^hites thee with 
a tender Embrace. 

Paris, ()th of the ^d Moon^ 
(f the Tear 1664. 

LETTER 
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L g T T E R VI. 

^0 Hamet, Reis EfFcndi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

THIS Court of late makes a doabk Figure f 
the one of real Sorrow for the Duchefa cf Sn- 
v<if% Death, who was of the Blood Royal of Trann ; 
the other of counterfeit Mourning for the Death of 
Carolus J^Jephus^ Brother to the German Emperor* 
For they inwardly rejoyce at this htter, and wifh 
the whole Houfe of Juftria were laid in their 
Graves : That Family being the only Obftade to the 
Grandeur at which the French Monarchy afpires ^ 
the only Rub which Cardinal ^/Vi&^V« and his Suc- 
ceiTor Mazarini found in their Way, when they 
fought to exalt the Bcurhns to the Empire of the 
Weji. 

The Rife and Fall of Ejngdbms, the varicKf* 
Changes of Government, the alternate Fate of Nati- 
ons, are Themes worthy of a Af^^/w^/r's Thoughts m 
confidering that the vi^orious and happy Of mans at 
this Dxf pofleis the Territories of ancknt Renown, 
the Plrovinces and Dominions which formerly made 
the greateft Figure and Noi(e m the World. 

What is now become of the mod famous Mb* 
narchiesof i?tf^jF/(7/r, Ferfiaj AJfjria^ Macedon^ Greece^, 
and KomeT Look for the myfierious and learned 
Kingdom of Egypt i the religious State of the yews ; 
the moft ancient Kingdoms of the Sicyontans and 
jirgivesi the Commonwealths of %aced^mon and 
Athens ; with many other Countries mentioned in the 
Records of Time, and we fhall find them all fwal* 
lowed up in the univer fal Empire of the Ottomans:^ 

The Hiilory of BehtSy and how he got the Sove- 
reignty by Hunting; of Minus his Son, who firft 
taught the World thcMcthodsof Idolatry \ of Semi'- 
ramiJf Nynias, SardanapaJus^ Arba^eij Bdochusy and 
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the reft of thofet Afyrian Monarchs, found now 
like an antiquated Tale or Dream. • Neither is there 
any more Life at this time in the Babylonian and 
Perjtan Regiftcrs. The mighty Adls of the Nebu- 
ihadnezzarSf Cyrus* i, and the reft of thofe renowned 
: Conquerors, now ferve but as Foils to fet oflF the 
xnore glorious Enterprizes and Succeifes of our im- 
mortal Sultans. 

'Tis true, the Perfians at this Day retain fomc 
Fragments of that once vaft and formidable Eaftern 
Empire. . And the Germans have a Shadow of the 
ancient Imperial Majefly of the Romans: But both 
the one and the other are grown effeminate and 
weak ; they have loft the Virtue, the Power, and 
. Portune of their Predeceflbrs. 

Thou haft travelFd over all the Dominions of thCx 
Sophiy and been an-Eye-witnefs of the Perjian Luxu- 
ry, Libeitinifm, and Nakednefs. Thou haft feen 
the OfF-fpring of heroick Sages transform'd to Swine, 
Dogs, Alfes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if 
they'd drank of Circii Cup. So fatal is it to decline 
from the Way of Virtue ; nay, foimpoffiblc even 
to ftand ftill in that facrcd Path, without being vio- 
lently puird backwards In a word, thou art io 
thorouglily acquainted with the prefent State of Per- 
fi'a^ and all its Cirumftances, that 1 fiiould appear 
too ofiicious in pretending to defcribe, either the 
Country, or the People that Inhabit there. 

But as to Europe thou profcffcft thy felf a Stran- 
ger and haft commanded me to charafterize thisQuar- 
ter of the World : Wherein Germany makes the jnoft 
majeftick Figure by Land, England zn^ Hollandhy 
. Sea: Spain boafts of her Gold; whilft France Xx^t^-- 
fures it up to pay her Armies, to keep foreign Kings 
in Penfion, to build mighty Fleets and magnificent 
Palaces; to corrupt the German Princes, andrnake 
'em Pimps to her Anfibition, Inftrutaents of her dc- 
fign'd Grandeur, which is no lefs than the Wf0srn 
Empire. As 
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As for the Duke of Savoy he is a mere Tennis-^ 
. Ball, or a Sbutth-Cock, bandied to and fro between^' 
the Kings of France and Spain. 

The Swiffes are poor and mercenary. They can- 
not llay at home, unlefs they could banquet on the 
Turfs and Stones: For all the Flefh, Fjuit, and' 
Corn in the Land, is not half enough to keep them 
alive, and they have little or no Money but what 
. they get abroad. This makes 'em all Travellers, and 
moft of them take up thcTrade of War. They fervc 
the Pope^ the French King, and many other Princes 
fbr Fay : And where they once engage they are ve- 
ry true to their Truft. But, I can tell thee, they 
would be unwilling to fight for the Grand Signior^ 
unlefs he would allow 'em plenty of Wine, which 
thou know'ft is contrary to the Difcipline of the 
Mujfulman's Armies ; and thefe SwiJJes are the pro 
feffed Adorers of Bacchus. 

The Hollanders are indufirious and rich; they 
mind nothing but Merchandizing and Mechailicks. 
They would fain cngrofs the Trade of the Indies and 
the Levant to themfelves. They traffick that they 
may be in a;Condition to fight, and they fight to^ 
cftablifti their Commerce ; having no Senfe of Ho- 

• nour, but only of Profit. If they attempt any Con- 
queft, or make an Invafion, it mull be in 'Americay 
©r .fome other remote Country ; for they are onl^ 
upon the defenfive among their Neighbours, not 
daring to be t^e ^^ AggrefTors in a War : In a 
word, they're like- a Neif of Pifmires, that trudge 
up and down continually to get Proviiion, but lling 
and bite thofe under w^hofe Proteftion they live, if 
they have an Opportunity, 

' Tis thought the Prince of Orange, who defcends 
from an illuttrious Stock, will e're long reduce thofe 

• Republicans to another Form of Government. Tha 
French ftyle him the Head and Heart of the United 
States J and thcfe,thou know'ft, command the Hands.> 
I^AFeet. H 6 G^- 
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Germany is counted the Bulwark of Cbriftendom 
againft the mighty Power oi ihtOtiomans and Tar- 
tars, fiut in my Opintoir, one of our Ambafladors 
at the Emperor's Court gave a truer Defcription of 
it, when he'mnparM Germany to a great Monfler 
with many Heads and Tales, which having aDeiire 
to break thro' a certain quick-fct Pence or Hedge, 
and each particular Head making way where it 
could beft, among thelefs entangled Branches, were 
all caught in fo many different Noofes, by the In- 
terpofuion of ilrone Trees, and fo the Monfler wa» 
krci to retire with Shame and Lofs : Whereas, he 
faid, the Oftnan Empire waa like an Animal with 
one Head and many Tai&, and that one Head not 
cnKpunterxng the like Difficnlries, eafiiy pa&M thioV 
being foUow'd by the Tails with one Confent, as the 
untwifted Ends of a ten-ftring\l Coird pais thro' » 
Ring or Hole, when the united Part has. fed them 
the Way. 

I ihould havementbn^d Italy ^ Foland^ Denmark, 
Mufcevyt and other Regions of Europe f but it would 
be too tedious for one Letter, which I flioukl nei* 
ther have Time to write, nor thour'Pktience to read 
at once. 

Therefore, I defire thee to accept of Ms only a» 
a rough Draught, an.imperfeA (ketch of fomc Parti 
of the H^ejt. But in my future Dtfpatches 1 will 
imitate the Painters, and endeavour to draw each 
Member and Lineament of this great Body to thc 
Life, as near as I can difcem 'em by the lights i 
have in Paris. 

Piu-is, loth of the 4th Mm, 
ff tti Tear \66^ 
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LETTER V'lL 
^0 Kerker Haflany BafTa, 

MAY God multiply hisBleffings on thee; and 
caufe thy Heart to fparkle with freih Lightg, 
and new Joys, like the Sky-Rockets on a DunaLma^ 
(or Kvjal HolUay.) Accept alfo a fmall Prefent, ,noC 
worth an Inventory, (confiding only of a few Pi- 
flures, Looking-gbllesy Watches, and other Manu- 
foflures of f ranee) from the Hands of Mahmut^ thy 
Countrymaoy Son of thy Father^s Neighbour, and 
a voluntary Slave of tho(^ who ferve thee, if I had 
the Honour of an Opportunity. 

Neither the Gift, nor he that ofiers ir, b worthy 
of Efteem. But thou haft Condefcenfion enough 
to look on both with the Eye of a noble Arab^ who 
knows how to value the Sincerity of any Man*s De- 
voir and Afie£tionp, which way foever he expreffes it. 

I can never forget the former Difcoveries of thy 
Friendihip to my Brother Fefteli and me, and in ge- 
neral to all thofe of our Houfe ; which ftill encou- 
rages me to expert greater KindnefFes ; nay, iA a man- 
ner, aflUre^ me of them : Becaufe I know the Na* 
ture of true Generofity is fuch, that where it once 
begins (o faften on an Object, it never ceafes to com- 
municate its Favours, tiU damn\l Perfidy gives x 
Check to the Current. And may he be damnM that 
then has the Impudence to a(k for any more. 

But, Praife be to God, my Otfe is otherwife; I 
am not in theNumber of Cheungrateilil and treach- 
erous : And therefore with Bokinefs I pre(ume once 
more to addrefs to the Duft of thy Peer, ilhiftrious 
Baffa^ begging thy Patronage and Shekcr from* tho* 
Perfecution of my Enemies, whofe whole Endea- 
vour u to ruin joe. 

Thoa 



158 Letters Writ by :VoL VI. 

Thou know'ft I came to Farts in the Year 1637 
of the Chriflian Hegira, The Sun had then revifited 
the Sign he was in at my Nativity, juft the eight and 
twentieth Timtf. I was a mere Youngfter in the 
World. However, my Superiors thought me lit for 
this Employment. How I have acquitted myfelf in* 
it ever fmce, I leave to themfekes to judge : Yet, 
for Faftiion's fake, they will be always a finding 
Faults. One Sycophant or other is petpetualiy 
railing againft me, when they find any of the Vi- 
zier* s, and other Grandees in an Humour to hearken 
to them. I fancy 'tis for want, of Difcourfe. When 
they have nothing elfe to talk of, then they fall a 
ccnfuring of 'poor iWtf^/»a/, who undergoes more 

Fatigues than a hundred 
* This Word Thlguch thoufand fuch * Thlgucb, as 
was left fo in the Ita- they. I can't imagine what 
lian, and the Eng^ifh they aim at;, unlefs it be, 
Tranjlater knows not that they would have me- 
what to make of it, turn Chriflian, and enter 

myfelf into fomeMonallery. 

Suffer me, my noble Friend, to tell thee, that a 
Man cannot want for Temptations to fuch a Change 
of his Faith, without being confin'd to a reclufe Life. 
He Aay be. a Friar or a Liber tine^ a Priefl or a 
Layman^ a Zealot or an Hypoctite^ a Chimney-fweeper 
or an Abbot, which he pleafes, according as he is 
qualified. And I can afTure thee, he that would be 
a good Man, which is beyond all the reil, has In- 
centives enough among the Profejors of the Naza- 
rene Worlhip, tho' the greateft Part are wickedi 

A« for me, I never thought that true Religion 
confided in empty Names and Titles, in Forms 
and Ceremonies, in Parties and Faftions, or. in any 
thing but in a Life conform to Reafoii, and: to the 
Will of God. 

They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian Ram- 
bler, that has read fomeching moie thaa.tbiei?^i^- 

Clerks. 
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Clerks* And becaufe they know I underftand Greeks 
Selavonfaffy and two or three Languages more, they 
would fain make mea Prieft, Doftor, Orator, or any 
thing that I would accept of, to ferve an Intereft. 
And I am compell'd to ufe either a downright Hu- 
mility, or a forc'd Pride, that I may handfomely e- 
vade their Courtftiip; Convincing 'em fometimes 
that I am not fit for fuch Dignities ; at other Seafbns 
telling 'em I am above Inferior Orders^ and that 
nothing lefs than an Archbilhop's Pall, or a Cardi- 
nal's Hat will fatisfy my Ambition. 

Thus J» really diffemble, and jeft my felf in ear- 
neft out of ample Eftates, to ferve God, his Prophet, 
and the Grand Signior : Yet am traduc'd at the Serag- 
lio for a Hypocrite, an Infidel, and God knows what. 
Here's honeft Eliachim the Jew undergoes the 
fame Fate ; whilft thofe of his own Party, efpeci- 
ally the Rabbfs^ proclaim him every where for a 
Chriftian, and the Nazarenes point at him as a Turk. 
Only my Landlord where I before lodg'd, who is 
an honeft old drunken J%»?/»g", takes Eliachimiorz 
' Saint, and fweare he will have him canoniz'd after 
his Death: And all this for no other Reafon, but 
becaufe Eliachim treats him now and then with a 
Bottle of Wine : So partial are all Men to their own 
Humours and Interefts. But the Truth on't \syE- 
litichim\ an excellent Counterfeit, and my Land- 
lord is not the only Man who has this Veneration 
for him. He pafles for a very good Catholick, and 
a holy Man among a great many others. His Looks 
are fo demure, his Mien fo compos'd, and he has 
fuch godly Difcourfe with him, about the Sacra-' 
ments. Indulgences, Miracles, and Graces of the 
Church, when he is in Company with Chriftians, 
that he would deceive the Spanip Inquifition, a*nd 
cheat the Devil himfelf. 

Such is the Violence we are forc'd to ufe to our 
felves, who live in thefe hazardous Stations. And 
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yet' no body confiden us, or regards oar Zeal for 
the Grand Signior, Our Reputation, Liberty, and 
Lives are precarious. We are not only in perpe- 
tual Danger of the Revenge of the Nazarenet who 
are our r^ Enemies ; but alfo exposed to the En vy» 
Malice, and Perfecution of thofe who ought to bei 
our Friends. 

I have often coQipkin^d of the malicious CaloiH- 
nies thrown on me by Icingi Cap-Og/artt, and his 
Ailbciates : And the Xiinifters were pleas'd to re- 
ceive my Apologies, But now I fufpeft greater 
Treachery. I fent an Account to the Rets Effen^^ 
di fome Years ago, how I was dogged up and down 
the Streets of Paris, by a Fellow whom I knew not, 
and what Apprehenilons that put me upon. I will 
acquaint thee farther, that being afraid of an Aflaf- 
iin in the dark, I arm*d my Breaft with a Quire* 
of Paper, which is known to be Dagger Proof. I 
was not at all miHaken in my Guefs : For the laft 
Night, as I was returning Home to my Lod^g, 
between the Hours of Nine and Ten, I received a 
Stab in mv aforefaid Bread- Plate, right ag^nft my 
Heart. It was not fb dark but I could perceive 
*the Perfon who gave me this Blow ; and felf-prefer- 
vation taught me immediately to {else on«him, and 
grapple as dofe as I could, extending his Arms 
with mine at a good Difbmce from our Bodies. I 
am but little and fhort, yet I have a (bong Spring ] 

with my Body when I am once rouzM, as thou i 

wilt imagine I was now. Belides, 1 have general- 
ly a certain Prefence of Mind in time of Danger, \ 
which fails not to prompt me with the readied and 
moft proper Courfe to efcape. In a word, I wreft- 
ed the Ponyard out of the Ruffian^s Hand, andi 
ftabb*d him dead with it, not thinking it fafe to 
jnake a Noife, but chufing rather to die if my 
Strengh faiPd me, than by crying out for Help, 
ran the Rif^ue of worfe Confequences: For I had 

long 
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long expelled fome fuch Att<sipt as tiiu npon my 
Life, from my Enemies at the ?orte. And conclu- 
ding this Felbw to be one employed by them for 
thatPurpofe, I thought it noPradence to have him 
feiaPd by the WaUh^ and punifhM by the Law^ left 
he (hould in Revenge difcover me and my Bufinefs 
to thcfe Infideii, Therefore I play*d the Executioner 
my felf, and fent him out of hand to another World 
to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thou wilt fay 
there was no Injuftice in this, fince it was in my 
own Defence, and to fave the Honour of my S(nie^ 
reign. As he fell, he utter'd thefe Words in a faint 
broken Tone^ Mahmuty my Death tvilt be revenged 
before longy and you cannot efcafe the Trap that is laid 
fir you. Then he expir'd. 

This made me prefently conclude, that he was^ 
employed by fomebody at the Porte: F&r how elfe 
(hould he know my true Name? But upon fecond 
Thoug&s, I cannot be certain, but that he was fet 
at Work by my old Sicilian Mafter^ iince he knew 
my Name alfo. However, I have great Reafon to 
fufped the Former; becauTe, it is not probable that 
the //r^^// would take fo chargeable and troublefome 
a Method to murder me. Neither had he Provo- 
cation exlt>ugh. Befides, for ought I know, he may 
be dead. God otA% is acquainted with the Truth. 
However, to prevent future Aflaults of this Nature^ 
and a great many other Inconveniencies, I have re- 
moved my felf to a new Lodgings in the moft obfcure 
Corner of the City, and very remote from the Place 
where I liv'd before, being refolv'd alfo not to fre- 
quent the Courts nor any publick Places, as I have 
done formerly, but to take other Meafures for Intel- 
ligence. 

What I deitre of thee is, to rcprcfent my Cafe fa- 
vourably to the Dizfan, that they may approve of 
my Condu6^. Do alfo whatever elfe thou judgeft 
the Part of a Countryman and a Friend. 
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As for the Event, I patiently wait the Ap- 
pointments of Deftiny. For 'tis in vain to be toa 
foUicitoos.- 

Adieu, High-born Kerker^ and forget not Mai;- 
mut in his Diftrefs. For, that is the Time where- 
in true Friendfhip is tried. 

Paris, ipb of the ^tb Moon, 
of the Year 1 664. 



LETTER VIII. 
5ftf Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

m • 

BE not difhcarten'id at the Troubles which thou 
encountered in this World of Lott^ies. But, 
remember the Adage of thy Rabbi's, That EVIL 
tobicb is Old at Nigbt^ is yet tbe Offfpring of every 
Morning. The Ages are meafur'd ezafUy, and our 
Hours are checquer'd with equal Mixtures of Hap- 
pihefs and Misfortune. We are not bom to our own 
Defires. And as not a Man of us can remember 
' how he was form'd in the Womb, fo have we no 
Reafon to repine at what happens to us fince we came . 
out of it. Whatever Power, Wifdom and Goodnefs 
took care of us then, and afterwards infpir'd our 
Mothers and Nurfes with Tendcrnefs, and a thou^ 
iand Degrees of Patience beyond what is recorded 
of Job^ the fame will provide for us to Eternity. 

The Defire of Knowledge kill'd Jdam, and the 
fame Luft, propagated with his Seed, deftroys all 
his Pofterity. We can never be fatisfy'd in our Con- 
finement to this World, and therefore we flounce 
and flutter on all Sides, like Fifli or Birds in a Net, 
to find a Way out : WhiJft we do but entangle oar- 
fclves the faller, render our Rcilraint more uneafy, 

and 
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and delay the Poffibility of our Releafe. Whereas 
Patience wouJd foon fet us free, and rank us among 
the Immortals. One thinks to efcape by high- 
drinking; another by Fevers of Love or Glory % 
and a Third conceits he fhall by his Gold, be able 
to bribe the Watch, w^ho guard the laft Paffes 
of this Life, and perfuade them to let him fcam- 
per fafe to Paradife. Alas ! alas ! all this is but 
the Sophiftry of our Paffions. 'Tis in vain to think 
of haft'ning or retarding our Fate j our Time is 
fet, though we know not the Period. Reiignation 
is our beft Leffon, and Prudence the next. 

Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon, rather than 
a Letter. But I advife thee to read it with the 
Eyes of a Stoick j that is, whether it pleafes thee 
or not, regard it no farther than it agrees with Rea« 
fon. I would fain aik of the Man who expedla 
to have his Will accomplifli'd in this Life, whether 
he can prevail upon the Sun to rife any Morning 
within the Ar£iick Circle ^ or the Moon todefceftd 
fome Night, and fweep the Snow off from the Top 
of Mount Athos. So inexorable is our Defiiny, 
fb unalterable the Decrees of Fate. 

Be not troubled therefore at any thing ; but re- 
member, that thou art a Part of the Univerfe, 
and that nothing - can betide thee, which is not 
for the Good of the whole. 

What I have faid, is to arm thee againd all the 
Contingencies which may aiTault thee unawares, 
ruihing upon thee on a fudden from behind the 
Veil, which covers all the Deiigns of Providence 
and Nature, Delliny and Chance. 

I myfelf have lately experienced, that it is good 
to be thus prepared for future Events, having nar- 
rowly efcap'd Death by a little timely Forecaft. 

It is not neceflary for thee at this Time to know 
all the Circumftanccs of my Danger. Suffice it to 
fa)^ That I was affaflinated in the dark, killed him 

: : .•.••• •' -that 
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that defigncd to be my Murderer, and am now for- 
ced to remove my Habitation. 

Eliacbim thy Brother in Ifrad will be at Vienna 
within fourteen Days. He will give thee a &ther 
Account of all Things which it behoves thee to 
know ; with frefli Inftruftions concerning my new^ 
Lodgings^ and the Method we muft obferve for the 
future in conveying Letters. We cannot be too 
cautious in the Grand ^ignior\'^}iSiXifi^, 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine they were 
only fent to ferve him , on whofe Life fo many 
Millions of Lives depend. 

Paris, I Sth of the ^th Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 



LETTER IX. 

^pJLtidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 

Venice. 

1A M obliged to fend Circular Letters at this time 
to all the Slaves of the Grand Signior^ who have 
Bufmefs with me at Paris ; to inform them, that 
upon a very important Emergency, I am forc'd to 
change my Lodgings. I have already fent away /)//*- 
patches to Conftantinople and Vienna on this Account 
to prevent the Errors they might commit in addref- 
iing their Letters. For the fame Reafon, I now write 
to thee ; thou need^il not enquire after the QccaHon 
of this Condudl ; nor wonder at any thing that hap* 
pens to us extraordinary in thefe hazardous Pofts. 
We muft expe6l to encounter with Rubs and Ob- 
ftacles in ferving our Great Mafter. U thefe Difficul- 
ties have but their proper Efie£l, which b to whet 
our Liventions, increafe our Diligence, and con- 
firm us in our Zeals all (hall go well. « 

The 
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The Soul of Man never difplays her Faculties 
and PerfedUons with greater Luftre, than when 
fhe is enwon'd with Perils. Thefe are the Trials 
of Fortitude, Prudence, Juftice, and all the Virtues. 
'"^ He that finks under Mi^ortunes, and crois Events, 
has either no Soul, or *tis afleep. 

Course then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy Heart • 
beat a contmual Alarm. Be not difmay^d at any 
Thing, nor let Self-Love bereave thee of thy Ho- 
nour : But go on in thy Duty, and \x\3Sc thy Soul 
to God. 

Thou liveft in a City where Virtue and Vice 
are in Emulation^ ftiU driving to furpafs each 
other : There are not more wicked People in the 
World than Venice affords, nor yet more pious and 
good. Follow thou the beft Patterns^ and be 
happy. But do nothing by bare Imitation; for 
tha^s the right Way to become a Hypocrite. Let 
all thy Aftions proceed from vital Principles of 
Reafon and Genf rolity in thyfelf, and when thou 
fecft rare Examples, let 'em ferve only to awaken 
and rouze thy innate Virtue. 

Send me no Letters till thou haft received frefh 
Orders from the Forte, They will furnifh thee 
with all neceilary Inftrudions. After that, let me 
hear from thee as often as thou wilt. Thy Dif- 
I f patches will be always welcome. Let them con- 
tain Matter of Intelligence chiefly, and that of the 
frefheft Date. Penetrate into the Councils of the 
Republitk where thou refidcft. Infinuate thyfelf 
L with the Senators and Grandees, Dive into their 
f Hearts, and unlock their Secrets. Communicate 
I nothing but the Truth to the Minifters of the 

i Porte^ or to me. M thou canft difcover their In- 

\ dinations to a Peaee^ or their abfolute Need of it, 
I thou wilt do an 'acceptable Service to the Grand 
I Signior, and to the whole Empire of the Falthfuh 
fc JPor then wc bring them to our own Terms. 
^ Zeidi, 
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Zeide^ to God I rccx)mmend thee, defining him 
to preferve thee from Wtne^ Wometiy and Cards^ 
which are the three capital Temptations of Venice. 

Paris, ift of the 6tb Moon, 
of the Tear 1 664. 



LETTER X. 

Tb Murat Bafla. 

I Cannot eaiily divine the Reafons why I am fb 
much neglefled-by the Miniflers of the Porte, 
Above four Years have palTed away, wherein many 
notable Events have happened ; yet no Body thought 
it worth his Labour to inform Mahmut of any. 
Thing. So that all the Notices I could gain of re- 
mote Tranfaftionsj are owing either to the publick 
News of Europe, or at befl to fomfi particular Let- 
ters of Merchants refiding in this City, with whom 
I conferve an Intimacy, for the Sake of Intelli- 
^nce, and for other Caufes. 

Thus I fhould have been in Ignorance to this 
Day, what IlTue the Bajfa of Aleppo's Rebellion had, 
were it not for an accidental Interview I lately had 
of fome French Travellers, who came from Con^ 
ftantinople. Thefe inform'd me of the fudden Fate 
of that BaJ/hy when he was at the Height of all his 
Grandeur, within a few Days March of the Impe- 
rial City, at the Head of a potent Army, and juft 
upon the Point of Accommodation with the Grand 
Signior. They much extol his Bravery and Refolu- 
tion : For the French are naturally Lovers of fuch 
as dare boldly oppofe their Sovereign. They dual- 
ly condemn the fly Perlidioufncfs of Mortaza ffajfa^ 
to whofe fafe Condu(^ the Generous Rebel trufted 

his 



I**^^ 




Vol. Vl/ a Spy at Paris. 167 

his Life, and'by that Eafincfs loft it. Yet they ap- 
plaud Morta%a\ Loyalty, Courage, and Wifdom, 
with the eminent Services he afterwards did the 
Empire, in leading the Army againft Ragot/ki, Prince 
of TranJihanJa, which at length, lifted him. to the 
Governmenrof Babylon, 

' Ail thefe things had been hid from me, were not 
the Nazarenes my Intelligencers. Nor ihould I have 
known how the Rebellion was carried on after his 
Death by his revengeful Nephew, by the Son of 
CheufaienBaJfay by a Bey oi Egypt ^ and other Male- 
contents. Yet fuch Paffages are fit for a Man in my 
Poft to be acquainted with, that he may have a dear 
Idea of his Matter's Circumftances, and fb apply 
himfelf more effedtually to ferve him. 

It had not been amifs, if I had receiv'd timely In- 
telligence of the Death of Prince Ragotjku in regard 
there was always a private Correfpondence between 
him and this Court. Which ceaiing by his Death, 
it had been worth my Pains to obferve, whether it 
would be Gontinu'd by his Succeflbr, or what other 
Meafures they would take. 

'Tis true, I was acquainted with this, but not by 
the Minifters of the Porte. I heard alfo of all the 
following Commotions in Tranfyhania, occafion'd 
by the different Faftions of Michael Apafi and iu?- 
mitti Janosy the two rival Princes. I was not for- 
ry for this News, knowing that the Divifions of the 
Nazarenes ftrengthen the Unity and Force of the 
Mujfulman Empire. I was likewife inform'd of 
the Fate ot Mortazoy Baffa of Babyloriy who fell a 
Viftim to the Grand Vizier'^ Jealoufy ; with many 
' other Paffages. But neither from the Forte^ nor from 
any other Hands could I learn the leaft Intelligence 
of the Venetian War, and what Progrefs our Arms 
have made in Candia, Dalmatia, and the other Do- 
minions of the Republick. Which makes me con- 
clude, that cither the Graad Signior's Refidence at 
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^drianophyAidX^ hisIncUnadons to martial Afiairs, 
which 4s alfo the common Opimtm of the Cbriftians 
here ia the Weft ; or that the War in Hungary for a' 
while fuperfeded all other Defigns. 

However k be, *tis certain the SoccefTes of the 
Ottoman Arms in taking Newbatv/el^ LeventZy Novi- 
grod, and other Places of Strength, with the terrible 
Incurfions of the Tartars through Moravia and /lu- 
flria, put the whole G^r«?/i/r Empire into a great Con- 
llcrnation. Ambajfadors are fcnt from the Imperial 
. Court to all the Chriftian Princes, imploring their AP- 
iidance in this general Danger of Europe. 

}^trt. is one arriv'd at this Court y whom they call 
Count Strozzi'f a Perfon of good Addrefs, and Ma- 
tter of much Eloquence. He has prevail d on the 
French King to maintain, at his own Charge, Six 
Thoufand Horfe and Foot, to ferve againft the vi- 
ftorious Ofmans. A great many Perfons of ^aiity 
kave lifted themfclves as Voluntiersj and the meaner 
Sort talk of nothing but marching to Conftantinople^ 
and driving the Turks back to Scytbia, from whence 
they firft came. 

Courteous Baja, thou >vilt laugh at the Vanity 
of thcfe Infidels i who confider not that by the 
Grace of God, and Miracles of his Prophet, our Em-, 
peror is the King of all the Kings on the Earth, 
the Mightieft of the Mighty Ones; the Phoenix of 
Hpnour, Power, and unparallerd Mijeftyj Bro- 
ther and Compassion of the Sun, .Moon and Stars; 
a Prince ^of a myfterious and fublime Lindage, in 
whom are centered atf Giory and Excellency ; the 
Shadow of God mn Earth ! 

The Breath of Fame goes befoif the Van-Cou^ 
rier of his Armies, purifying all Places, and ^- 
ling them with Veneration and Terror. The Duft 
that is raifed by his Herojck Cavalry, ^palling thro* 
theAir>£aufesTr€iaihUngajBd Aftoniibment in the 
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Hearts of the Chriftians. The Infidels fall before 
the fatal Scymctars ci True Believers. 

May the Angel of the Houfe of Ifmaeloonlmxit to 
profper the Holy Off-fpring^ to extend their Con- 
qu^, and propagate the Faitb unblemiih'd ; that 
the Names of Alia and Mahomet may be heard in all 
Climates, and from the utmoft Borders of the Earth. 

Paris, $ti if the 6ti Mffffff^ 
efihe Year i€64« 



LETTER XL 

?b Ifouf, his Kinfmany a Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

V 

I Have often wonder'^d, why, among the reft of the 
Nations in Cbriftendomy thou wroaldft hot beftow 
the leaft trandent Vifit on Spain. But upon more 
mature Coniideration, I find thou art a Man of Judg- 
ment in Travelling. That Country lies under a vtrj 
ill Charafler, for the Penury of all things neceilary 
to fuftain the Lives of the Natives; and by Confe- 
quence, *tis not to be thought they can iparemuch 
tor Strangers. A very inhc^pitable Region, abound^ 
ing in Beggars, Thieves, and Drones : Full of Wine 
and Goldi yet barren in Corn and rich People. 

Thou wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou 
ihalt coniider, that the Spaniards have all their Com 
from France f Germany y or Sicily: And that for this 
and other Reafons, Spain is but like a Sieve, through 
which the immenfe Treafures of F^ru and Mexico 
are drained into other Countries. 

You may travel fome Days together in Spatn^ 
without feeing any thing fave the dry Face of a 
Defart. And if you chance to meet with a Houfe, 
wherein you may (helter your felf and your Horfe, 

I expert 
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cxpe6l no better than a Rsnuxam Entertainment. 
Por you mofiL faft allDay, and think your felf much 
refpe^lcd if you can get a few Oiuons, or other 
Roots and Herbs, with a Morfd of Bread and Fkfh 
at Nighty to keep you from being fcn£ble that you 
are actually lEbu^ing. 

Then the Inhabitants are the proudefl People on 
Earth. You ihall meet with none but Kings, Prin- 
ces, ViceroySf or at Jeaft Men that conceit them* 
felves (uch. They are alfo mercilefs in their Re- 
venge; cruel, obdurate, covetous, morofe and in- 
exorable. In jTWord, Spain is the yefitits Paradife, 
the Jetos Purgatory, and the Hell of Women. 

I therefore commend thy Fortune, or thy Pru- 
dence rather, which would not fuiFer thee to fall into 
the Hands of thofe Barbarians i nor think it WOTth 
thy Tains to breathe an Air infected with fo many 
Vices. Thou haft pafled thro* many more inviting 
Provinces, and art at laft happily feated to thy Mind. 
Improve thy Opportunities in doing Good. 

I fent a Letter to our Coufin Solyman, advifing 
him to give thee a Vifit. If he comes, receive him 
kindly, and perform the Part of a Kinfman ; put 
all Expences to my Account, and remember that no 
Mau'ifi born for himfelf. 

Paris., 6th of the ytb Moon, 
(if the Tear 1664, 



LETTER XII. 

7b Afis, Bafla. 

AL L Europe is alarm'd with the mighty Prepa- 
rations which our invincible Sovereign is ma- 
king to invade the German Empire. Great is their 
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Confternadon and Fear, and Couriers are every 
where running up and down from one Kingdom and 
Court to another, to remonftrate the common Dan- 
ger and beg Affiftance. Every body appears zealous 
in a Canfe which concerns all Chrtfteniom ; and the 
French^ King has lent the Emperor 8000 Men. 

The Duke of Beaufort is alfo gone with a Squa- 
dron of Ships to encoanter the Corfairr oi Algiert^ 
and other Xk>minions of j^^r^^ry. , 

The Fope has fent to the Emperor^s Affiftance % 
ihooiand Foot and two thoaiand Horfe. And the 
reft of the Emperor*8 Mites are raiGng Levies fot 
him as faft as they can : It being current News, 
that the Grand Signior in Perfon is at the Head of 
two hundred thoufand Men, entering into Hungary 
83 a Conqueror: That he has (aken above forty 
Towns, ruin'd all the Country where he pafM 
through, and that in a little Time he will be at the 
Walls of Vienna. 

In the mean time, this Court appears infeniible 
of the general Danger which threatens Cbriflendom^ 
They are altogether taken up in Ballads ^ Plays^ and 
Teafting ; minding their own Intereft more than that 
of their Neighbours, and reveling as if the King of 
France vr^sfole Monarch of the World. 

Here is arrived a Legate from Home to compofe 
the DiflFerences between the Pope and this Crown. 
His Name is Cardinal Chiji, He is receiv'd with un- 
parallcl'd Magnificence, as if he were an Angel 
from Heaven; for the Fr^;/ri& King loves to fliew 
his Grandeur on fuch Occalions. Befides, all the 
Nations which are in the Communion of the Latitf 
Church, have an unreferv'd Veneration for the Ro' 
man Muftis whom they efteem the SucceJJfbr of Pe-- 
ter the Prince of the Apoflles, 

This YOVLTi^Monarch has a large Soul. The whole 
"World feems too little to fatisfy his Ambition. He 
"lays the Foundation of Defigns, greater than thofe 
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€>f Alexander the Conqueror of Jfia. He heaps up 
Idoney at a prodigious JRate, raifes vaft Armies, builcb 
xnagnificent Palaces, keeps Kings in Fenfim^ fup- 
^rts many Princes of Germany ; and in a word, 
commands mare of them, than does the Emfersr 
iumfelf, who is their lawful Sovereign. 

Yet after all, I cannot perceive that he lofes anv 
Degree of that Kefpedl which he owes> and which 
his Predecejfors have always paid tothe Grand Signior^ 
who is the undeniable Arbiter of the tobole World. 

God grant our Sovereign, long Life, perpetual Vi- 
flories, and a good Stomach to his Meat, which the 
King of France wants to the Accompliihmentof his 
Happinefs ; for at prefent lie feeds like a Sparrow. 

Paris, i^b of the Stb Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 



LETTER XIIL 

yj? Hamct, Reis EfFendi, * Principal Se-- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

TH OU wilt pcfceive the vaft Refpeft I have 
ibr thee by my frequent Difpatches. Thy 
Commands are to me as the Laws and Sandlions of 
the Ottoman Empire^ which I will never violate. I 
am no Flatterer ; witne(s my Letters to fome of the 
Crandeeu wherein 1 have not fpar^d to reprove their 
Vices, Errors, and Male- Adminiilration. UoiBafpa 
}ias been unjuft, feditious, or engag'd in rebellious 
Practices ; if he has proved an Extortioner, a Drun- 
jiard, or a Tyrant, he has not efcap'd witfaont a 
due Reprimand. I have been bold in correfting, 
jidviiing, and giving Counfel to the greateft Mini- 
ilers in the Empire. And this was a Province ap- 
pointed me by the Flomr oSfublitm Gkrf^ih^ Pbee- 

nix 
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Wfx of Honour, file- Favourite and ^rtftee of the 
Grand Stgnioff ttic rizxr jizem, inwhofeCuilody 
were the Seals of Imperial Secrets, M^eftick Ihcrees 
and Re^al EdiSs ; who being the Trirmtm Mobile 
of the refulgent Mujfulman State, gave Life, A£li» 
vity, and Order, to all the Inferior Orbsy Springr, 
and Inftruments di Government. 

I received this Command many Years ago, and 
he that gave it me Is gone to the World of Spirits, 
Yet the Injunftion rem^ains in Force, being ftamp*d 
with the myflerious Signet, the Charaiier of fu- 
preme and immutable Authority. In Obedience t^ 
which I have never warp'd or^inch'd from the'^Duty 
enjoin'd me. And to demonfh^te that I did not dO 
this in a vain Oftentation of thy Power which war 
given me,I have not failM all along to pay to a Man of 
Merit the Attach and Veneration that was hb Due. 

'Tis with inexprefBble Pleafure t throw my felf 
at the Feet of a wife and virtuous Man ; with ex- 
treme Complacency I kife the Duft whereon he 
treads, and unfold all my Faculties in expreifing 
my £:^eem« I am fmO of Platoniek Love^ and build 
^Altars in my Breaft, to- a Soul deferving the inno- 
cent Sacrifices of amourous Paflions, the Incenfe of 
Gratitude and a pure Affe^ion, an Holoeaujl oHjX" 
tegrity and loyal Friendfhip. 

I protell^ by the Hopes I have of fitting on th« 
Banb of the Rivers in Eden, and of being regal'd 
In the dcle£bible Cbiofes of Paradife, that I honour 
thy Learning and other fage Perfedlions ; that un- 
blemifii'd L^e, thofe excellent Morals and the un- 
parallerd Sweetnefe of Modefty, which crowns all 
thy Actions. But I will fay ;qo more to a Man who* 
cannot hear his ownPraifes. The bed Method of 
e3q)reffing my regard, will be to anfwer thy £xpe« 
ftations, in prefenting thee with the true Fourtrai- 
Hureof thefe Weftern Nations. an4 People, whick 
lh0U fo paflionately coveteft. 

I } lma& 
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1 muft Adtre thee to ^ciifc the Confuiion and 
want of Order in iny Letters > fince I fend thee 
a Medly of Remarks, as they come to my Know- 
ledge and Memory. 

. It is not long ago imce I wrote to IJouf EH^n 
Acbmedt a Kinfmanof mine, a Merchant at ^^^r/i- 
€an \ and among other things, I took notice of his 
not going to fee Spain in his Travels; for he has 
(:een in moftof the Kingdoms oi Europe, and over 
«U Afia and Africh In that Letter I defcrib'd Spain 
in its word Coloars. Now I will (hew it to thee in 
another Fi^re, withoatfwervingfrom the Truth: 
For every Country has its PerfedUons and Excellen- 
cies, as well as its Defeats and Blemiihes. 

If Spain have a barren jSoil for Com/ Nature has 
made amends for that Fault in the Purity of the 
Air, and the Plenty of Fruits: The &md8 of hw 
Rivers are of tHe mod perfe6lGdd. Her Villages^ 
tho* few, are greater and more populous than ibme 
Cities i witnefs Madrid. Her Mountains are of L^ 
ron. Marble^ and Jafper. Her Vallies underlaid 
with, i>tf^, Bra[s^ dndSik^er^, Spain of o\dYf9s the 
Thar/fs of Solomon, the Opbir of the Fbafniiiatis^ 
and the Peru (A Rome. 

In thofe Days the Inhabitants of Spain were&» 
mous for their Fortitude, and invincible Conftan* 
cy. *Tis recorded, that the Inhabitants of ^^ff/9 
in the Province of Valencia^ when they were be- 
£eged by Hannibal^ and ib opprefTed by the Cartha- 
ginians, chofe to burn themfelves, with their Wives, 
Children, and ail their Wealth, rather than yield 
to the Enemies. 

Their Fidelity alfo was fo remarkable, that fome 
of the Roman Emperors had always a Guard of 5/^7 
niards near their Perfons j as the Fi^ench King, thp 
Fope, and other Princes do now confide in the 
trufly Swijfn. ^ 

But 
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But tho' there remain ftill fome fcatter'd Rem- 
nants of the ancient Virtue amofig themy efpccially 
in B if cay and Caftile, yet the greateft Part of the Spa- 
niards are degenerated. They make no Figure now 
in the World, but only for their Gold, and the 
Vaftnefs of their Dominions ; for they pofTefs the 
befl half of America^ are Lords of two mighty Em- 
pires, and not without large Territories in the other 
three Quarters of the World. Yet the too great 
'Extent of their Power his weaken'd its Vigor; the 
Affluence of their Wealth has really impoverifli'd 
|them, and by ftraining their Honour too high they 
have crackM it, being now of little or no Efteem 
in Europe, Their Gbry fades at the rifing Grandeur 
p^ France^ which makes radiant and fwift Advances 
towards its Zenith, This young Monarch is already 
become the Arbiter of all Chriftendom, 
'\ Accomplilh'd Wnifter^ there is nothing in Na- 
'ture ftedfall ;" The World is but an eternal Circul^^^ 
.tion of Events, Viciffitndes, and Changes, without 
Beginning or End. . Only God remains immutable 
in his own Eflence^ which is the Center of every 
thing. May thou and I meet there, and then wc 
Aiall be eternally happy. Adieu. 

Piris, 12//? of the gtb Moon^ 
of the Tear 1 664.. 
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• LETTER XIV. 

?i Mufu Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
feflfor ^ Philofophy at Fez, 

BY th6 Faith andObedience I owe to 'Mohammed 
our Holy Lawgiver ; by the Alcoran^ and all 
.that is elleem'd facrcd amorig the IMuJfulmans^ I 

' 1 4. fwcar. 
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fwear, thy long Silence made me conclude my firil 
Letter was unwelcome to thee.* But now Fmcon*^ 
?inced to the contrary. Thy generous Anfwer has 
removed my Apprehenfions* and filled me with 
Complacency. Henceforth I ihall reft aflur'd and 
confident of thy Friendihip, promifing my felT vaft 
Improvements from Co learned a Converfadon, tho* 
only by Letten at many hundred Leagues Difknce, 

As to what thou requireft of me concerning the 
iFarious Languages of Eurofi^ I will inform thee 
the beft I can, according to the Obfervations I 
have made^ and the Intelligence I have received 
from Men of Letters, and from Booby which are 
the Pidlures of learned Souls, Mirrors wherein 
they may behold their ownPerfeflions, whilftthey 
are on Earth, and after their Departure to the Invi- 
^Sifs, other Men may fee the interior Beauties of 
their Mind reprefented to the Life. For fTcrdf are 
*' the perfe^ Soilpture of the InUlk^, or at \ts& i^ 
Mezzotinto. They are the ezprefs Portndflure dF 
Divine and Human Reafon. Thus the AIcwrBn]^ 
caird by ibme of our holy Doftors^ ^e trui Jmag$ 
rf Original Increajei Wifdom, 

Now of all the Words and Lai^ages oh Earth, 
thou know^ft the Pre-eminence has been for ever 
given to thofe of the Eaft ; and among them to the 
Arabian^ both in regard of its Ptiri^ and of its Anti * 
Guity,^ from whence it isfiylM the Virgin Mother d[ 
Jbanguages, the DialtSi of the Blefled Above. 

Thou know*il that for this Reafbn it is, the Trui 
Faithful cor ttno Species of Learning more ardently 
than to be perfeAly SkiJl*d in fo divine a Speech, 
wherein the Volnmerf dUftial Majift^ wts penn'd 
in Heaven before the Throne dTGon, andfent 
down on Earth by the Hand of Gahieh Prince of 
the Mejfengers who fly on the Errands of the Omni- 
potent, It was fent, I fay, to the Prophet who 
could neither write nor read^ that the World 

might 
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Slight be convinced of itsDivine Otiginal. Yet the.^ 
incredaloas will not believe; Tho* it is manifeit 
to any Man of impartial Senfe; That a Perfon al- 
together ignorant of Letters^ could not poffihl^ 
compofe a Book, the moft Elegant that ever was; 
penn'd in the World; and wherein not the leaft 
jMemHh or Contradidlion can be found fi^om the 
Cifaptero(thc Preface to the laft Verficle^ which- 
windsup die whole ^^/irxvf. Oh! obdurate Hearts 
of Infidih ; Oh f wilfully blind, that fliut their 
l^es i^ainft the ^^vcAonolEternnl Light: Oh T 
refolvedlv Deaf, that ftop their Ears againft the 
Yoiceot Gdii and his PropbeU neither will they H- 
ften to the foft- Whifpers which are waftied from. 
Paradife, 

Such as the Nazarenes^ who for the Sake of the 
Greek 9Xid RomanTon^ts^ of which they are paf- 
fionately enamoured, educate their Children in a 
ftir Way to believe all the monftrous Fi£lions of 
the ancient Poets, or at leail all the jviog Tales 
and Legends of then: own Priefts, which are ten. 
times mott fabulous than the former, and more- 
inconiiftent with Reafon. And this they do rather, 
dwn to be at the Pains of Learnmgy^riJ^iVi, which^. 
would inftru^l' them in Truths as clear and ferene: 
as the Orient Sun. , 

I (hall fay little of thofe Two anciet>t {languages. 
fA^Greece and Rtme^ in regard they' being now 
grown obfolcte^ arc only to.be learn'd in Schools \i 
Thou, no doubt, -art vcTs'd in them adVhgaem^ as ; 
die Latins phrafciit; 

That' which feems propereft for me to inform ^ 
thee of if,. That' ^t Raman or La,iiH Tongue; ap- 
peanr like-att old'antiquated Mother thtufl out of! 
Doors by her four ungratefuKDaughters, Ifaiian,^ 
Prencby Spanijb'i 9Xid*P(jrtttguezr: Tniefe archer 
natural Offspring, begot during the Roman Cdnquefts . 
iathci^i smddegliterating after that Empire was r. 
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in its Decline. So chat pQvr they are taken fortLQ 
be ttcr than MongrtU and Bafiards, In Spanijh there 
is a great Mixture of Gotbijh and Morefco Words ; 
the ^r^/icb retain many of their old Gaulijb Idioms. 
The Italian b corrupted with a Hotch-potch of 
Words, \t^x.\>y\kitVandalSy Hum^^Vk^Longotards. 
Yet that Fault b recompcnc'd by Abundance o^ 
Gree\ Ety mologies. As for the Portuguexi, 'tis but 
a Dialed of Spanijh ^ and lies u^er the (ame Impcr* 
fedions. 

The only pure Maternal Languages now current 
among the common People in any Part of Europs^ 
are the Teutonickj ^dauonichy and Britijh: Thcfirft 
is fpoken in Germany to perfedion, but corruptly 
in Swedelandy Denmark^ and the United Prwiwes* 
The Second b common to the Hungarians^ Melda" 
vians, Poles^ Ra/aans, and many other Nations* 
The laft b confined to the^>^, a People inhabit- 
ing a Corner of Greai'Brittain, driven thitlv^ by 
the vidorious Saxons their Conquerors, above a 
Thoufand Years ago. As for the reft, they are on- 
ly mix'd Dialeds, and fo not worth taking Notice 
of; exceptingonemountainousPartof5'/4;>r, where 
the Inhabitants are faid to fpeak pure Jrabi^k at 
this Day. They are fuppofed to be a Remnant of 
the MoBrs. 

The Criticks here in tb« Wiftf ufe tg give thcfe 
following Rules in Reference to Languages. If yoa . 
would addrefs to God, fpeak in Greek or Latiny be- 
/ c^ufe of their Antiquity, Purity, and .majeftick 
\ Loftinefs : If to KingSy fpeak in Sfanijhy in regard 
i of its flow Pronunciation and Gravity : If to Mffft 
' ufe Italian} to fFbmen, Frembi to DogSy toel/bi: 
\ But if you would affright an Enen^y. or the Dnfil 
i himfel4 fpeak. -fifi^^^ />«itrir^ 

They relate a Story of a German Anibaflador at 
the French Court, who delivered his Meifage in Tew- 
iinickx which when a certab GrajnUih^ArAf aijid 
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To Ofimn Adroonetbv AftrbldgeisZa tb4 

\ '-,//■ Sultan- at Adrianoplc. 

THofe of thy Profeffion here in the TT^, arr 
wiioll/ taKenup in contemplating a certaia 
CffmU which appears in the Firmament. ^Th of that 
^pit which they call^ bearded. And Tome will 
have. it. to refemble a Xi^/r, othcr^fay* 'tis like a 
*^^^^p a Cracoji/e, a Bear, and I know not what. 
There js hacdl)V a Species of four-footed Bealts,. 
ta which^ the giddy Rabble do not reiemble it. 
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took Notice of its harfli and ftrong Emphajts, he / 
fwore 'twas his Opinion, That this was the Lan- ^, 
euage wherein God curs'd Adam, Eve, and the (^ 
Serpent, The German turning to hini, anfvij^cd ) 
brilkly, 'f/V paffible, Monfieur,. // may ' be fo', 'but \ 
$beH I hope you' il grant, that Frthch was tbe Oaa- ( 
j^ n tftbis Curfe, when the DcviUh/e to tempt Eve j 
in that Language for its Effeminacy, wheedling ber^ \ 
aJa mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden Fruit, 
. : RenpwaU Mufu, do me thti( Honour of froquent 
Letters: InilruA me in.thin^ whereof I'm igno- 
rant: Make me familiar with the Remarkables ot 
the Country where thou refideft: Tranfport Fez, 
yt'ixh. the other Parts of -^;Vi>which are known to 
thee 5 tranfport them, I fay, fucceffively to Par it' 
^very^Mtfdff, on a Piece of Paper, and I will feni 
thee -all Cbrifi^dam by Way of Exchange: For 
(hus it betgomes the Lovers. of Wi^dom^ tQ barter: 
for Knowledge. '\ * ' 

_• '^ ^ '.'«.- - 
. Paris,^ loth of the \itb Moon, 
of t hi Tear 1664. 
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And fome afiert it to be the perfect Figure of a 
Stoord, 

The Mathematicians are draining all their Skilf, 
to take the true Dimeniions of this dfeftial Appa* 
rittM. The Painters arc drawing it to the Life : 
the Poets ate making Songi and Ballads of it. And 
the more learned Sages are framing Aftronomical 
Sehemesy like fo many Gins or Traps to catch thia 
Meteor in. Thtj Svatch aU* its Motions* and dog it 
from one Heavenly Houfe to another ; they track it 
through the moft intricate Paths of the Sky. 

If it fbind^ (Un, or makes a tradient Addrefi to 
any Flanet^ eminent Star^ or ConfteHation^ we are 
prefendy darm*d with the News of it, and bid to 
be upon our Guard, as^ if there were fome Mifchief 
a plotting againft ue Ah9ve, The World is ha- 
rangu'd with fttal Pred1£tions of Wars, Famine^ 
E^thquakes, and other Calamities, the fure Confe* 
quences of this fupposM Prodigy. 

- Tell me,, thou who art converiant iq the Sei- 
inee of the Stars^ and the myfterious Phihfopby of 
Nature^ what thefe Comets are? Whether they be 
ooly Exhalations drawn up into the higher Regiom 
of the Airy by the Force of the Sun ; Or, whether 
they be more folid' and durable Subflances ? Whe- 
ther they be of a poflhumous Ori^ like the 
Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, and other Meteors^ the 
daily Produdls of Nature^ the upftart Off-fpring of 
the Elements^ Or, whether they are in the Rank c^ 
thofe BeingSy whofe Antiquity is untraceable, which 
are as old as the World; fuch as the Sun^ Moon^ 
StarSy and this Earth whereon we tread f 

For my part, I believe 'tis noHerefy in Science^ 
whatever 'tis in Reh'gion, to ftart new Maxims, For 
we ought to know, both in the one and the other; 
what we call Innovation, is but a reviving thofe 
PrindpleSf which thro' Ddiictude, or the Corrop- 
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tion of Times are grown obfolete* oat tf Dttt and 
forgotten, tho* ically tfae woBifoaadft tod ancient 
Tnttbt itt ^ Wofti. 

Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are fome 
other GMis fcatterM np and down the infinite £jir- 
pan/i, beiide thoTe whofe continiial Bu^atgnA cxi^ 
pofes them to our Eyes. 

The Mfifig, *^ blown, with Fentts and other 
yiinrCfl, receive their Light giadnaJly from the^tr^, 
hy HiMtJj^bires : So that Ms certain each of thefe 
orbicuJar Bodies is always dark by half. Andwheie 
h thcS^/an/m, if we fttj^fe there are other opaque 
Bodies in the Firmament wluch receive no Light at ^, 
all, and by their Nature and Qualities, are incapar N / 
bk of receiving any but from within themfelvesi /} 
So we may (uppofe thefb Comits to be fuch folid ( 
OMes^ made reS^endent hf an. Eruption of their: 
central Fires* 

G^ only knows the Thith. in fuch: Cafes. And 
thott art better able to dedde thefe Queftions than I. 
Therefore referring it to thy &ge Juc^ment, I pia^ 
him who made the Stars^ and orders their Domir 
nion on Earth, to bleis thee with favourable Influr 
iiu$St That thy Soui voxf be always like a Land flou* 
ffifhing under the fweet JJ^&s of Orim and tfaft 

is, zzdoftbg iztb Mm!^ . a^ _, 
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LETTER ;KVL 

1*0 Hatnet, Reis Efi^di, Prittcipal Sf* 
crelaty nf the Ottoinan Empire. 

4 

TH E French have had fo many .Occafioos of 
Joy of late, that k is hard to determine, 
which afiedts them rooft nearly. 

The Satis6iAion which the Fope gave this M»^ 
narcbt for the Injuries formerly done to his Ambailit* 
dor at Rome, began^the Triumph of theFremb Court. 
I have already fent Intelligence of that QtMrrel, and 
how high the Refentments of the King flow, oa 
the fame Day that he received the firft News of C9 
barbarous an AiFront. Now I {hall acqu^nt thec^ 
That there enfu'd a TreiUy between them at Pi/e, a 
City of haiy in the Dukodom of Titfcaw^, after the 
French Troops had terrified them into a i&iat£^Fr* 
niience^ by the menacing Approaches they made 
towwrd ' th.c ScckfiafiUai Tirritories^ thrbugh- the 
PriHCip^tlitiis of Modena and Parma* Thefe Two 
«re Friends to Fnance^ and their Intereft mikes them 
fo, in regard that Crown proteds 'em from ihQ 
Popis Oppreflion, who is always eftecm'd an ill 
Neighbour, by the Italian Princes, whofe Donftini* 
ons lie next to his. For this .fi4«^i» Prelate js veryr 
potent and rich ; he would in a ihort time be Lord 
of all Europe in Tempera^ as well as Spirt tuals^ were 
he not curb'd by jche King of France and his Mies. 

This makes all th^ linle Sovereigns round about 
Rome^ (land in Awe of the Monarch who was born 
to command Crowned Heads/ Wonder not at the 
ExprefTion : For I tell thee, fome of the greateft 
Princes in Europe are his Penfioners. This very 
Quarrel with the Pope^ has gain'd the French King^ 

Three 
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Three Cardinals more than were his Friends for- 
meriy. 

The Condufion of the Treaty was, That the Pope 
jQu)uId fend a Legate de Latere into Frante^ to paci- 
fy the King's Wrath ; and that the Militia or Re- 
. maoGuards whom they call Sbirri and Corfes, fliould 
be for ever abolifh'd, and a Pyramid be ereflcd over 
againft their Goard-houfe* with an Infer iption in 
Latin and Frentby declaring their Crime and Pa* 
niihment. 

This put the Court of France into a very jollyr 
Humour. They fell prefendy to Feafling and Re* 
veling ; and the King's next Project was the Con- 
qneft of Barbary, To this End he (ent the Duke of 
Beaufort with a Fleet of great Ships, to clear the 
Seas of African Corf air s^ tliat fo an Army might be 
iafely tnmfported from Twlon^ end landed on the 
oppofite Shore. His Defign in this was to reduce 
the Inhabitants of thofe happy Countries to the old 
Idolatry of thek Forefather Sy to plant there the Ua-- 
xarene Superftition, and make himfeif the fole Lord 
and Proprietor of .^iV>(. 

1 cannot divine what Succefs he will have in this 
great Enterprize ; but it appears as if God were angry 
with the idujfulmans i fuch continual LofTes they 
iiiftain by La^ and Sea. 

It is with no fmall Grief I faw not long ago, the 
French who fcrvM in Hungary this Campaign, re- 
turn to Pari J laden with the Spoils of True Belie' 
vers. I cannot behold the very Cymetars and En* 
figns which, thefe tnfidets took from the vanquiih'd 
Ofmans hang up in their Temples as Trophies of their 
ViBoryy without inexpreffible P^flion. and Regret; 
Tis faJd here, the Grand Signior has loft in Hun- 
gary above thirty thoufand Men this Campaign j, 
whereof ten thoufand were kill'd in one Battel, and 
a hundred and fifty Colours taken ^ with fixteert 
Cannons. 

Belide?^ 
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Be&lfis» thefe Giafen grate my Ban with another 
Bravado ^ boafting that one French ^hip of Was 
feught feven Hours with three and thirty of the 
Grand SigMhr*B Galiiet, funk five^ fcattci^d the reff^ 
and came off with: a compleat Viflory. * 

Tis a vaft Advantage the French have in the Situ* 
adon of their Country, in that it is waih^d on the 
Scuth by the Mediterranean^ on the Nerth by the 
Main Sea: So that 'tis eafy for them to curb the 
greateft pact oiEnrcpe on one Side^^and fufficiently/ 
moleft the Levantines on the other. As for the ff^t^ 
ftern Parts, this Kingdom is their very Center:. 
Where all the Lines of War, Peace, Commerce; anip 
Traffick meet and terminate^ She i» to Chriftendomr 
what Egypt 9jidi Sicily were in former Ages to the 
Empire of Oid fjmet an inexhaulUble Granary^ 
Whatibever defirable Things Nature has finiga]^ 
drop*d here and there in other Regions, are found' 
in this Kingdom as in their OrighaiSeminaryi Corn' 
U plentiful.as Grapi Wine, is ^SSoxA as cheap here, aa 
VS^atcr is with you in fome Parts of Tier key. The Fens-, 
and Lakes are cover'd with wild FawL The M^- 
dows with Sheep^ Deer^ Goats and Oxen. There's no- 
thing fcarce but Hens, Eggs, and True Believers, I^ 
had almoft forgot their remarkable Plenty of Salt,* 
the bare Cuftom of which, augments^ the King!** 
Coffers with.four MjMions of Z^ilns every Year. 
4 France alfo aboiuids in Hsmp^ a^moft neceiTary. 
Vegetable, whereof flie not only makes all Her owur 
Cordage and Sails, but alfo' furniihes her Neigh- 
Ibours , which brings in- a confiderabio Revenue. 
There is an infinite Plenty oF Fruits^ and Trees forr 
^imher^ of /rc/r. Markka FrH-flene^ and.aHThing? 
liecefTary for building Skips or Houjes^ for Defence or 
Offence by Land or Sea. Neither are there wanting , 
Mines of Gold^ Silver^ Tin^ Lead^ Copper^ and other 
Metals whereof Men make th? Inftrumcnts of War, 
and the Entertainment of Peace. In a word, . this^ 

Countiy 
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Country is (o enrichM with tvtry thing, that fome 
Hiftorians and Philofophers havecaOM it the Parent 
of Plenty, others the Fountain of earthly BHTs, the 
jnoft incomparable Region of this Globe, the Epito- 
me of the World, or rather a little World itTdf. 

Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the uni- 
verfal Succefles of the French Arms, when thou con- 
fidereft thefe Things, and heareft the Provinces are 
peopled like Kingdoms, the Cities appear like whole 
Provinces, iqr multitude of Inhabitants. To fay all 
In a word, the common CharaQer ofFranet^ is the 
i&me which Philofophers give to Nature, That 
there -can be no Vacuum found in it. 

Paris, ^lth of the \tth Moon, 
9f the Year 1664. 



LETTER XVII. 

^0 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preftdent 
rftbe CoUegf rf Sciences ta Fez. 

PErmit me to ruih into thy Prefence, venerable 
Patron of Philofophy, without the ufual Fer-- 
maiities of Addrefs, or FunBili^s of IntreduUm* 
Let me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire 
on his Htad, as the Cuilom is at the Imperial Fert^ 
in urgent Cafes: For I am newly inflamed ffrcOi 
with Pythagerifm^ Flatonifmy and Indianifm, 

Floods, Fires, and other Devaftations by War» 
Famine, Pefiilence, Earthquakes, and fuch like C6z>- 
tingencies, have either quite aboliih'd thcTrivr and 
Primitive Science of the firft Ages, in iox£i Parts of 
the Earth i or at leaft very much diminilh*d and oi> * 
fcur'd their Original Splendor, 

The beft Msmufcripts are loil, unlefs the Indiam 
have prcferv'd^em. Qur Fatkets ^rev torpid, (hi* 

(ificd^ 
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piiiecl «ncl defpeiate, ander the publick Galaxnities 
which overwhcimM whole Cicies, Provinces* King* 
doms and Empires: There vr^ no Encouragement 
for a Scribe or a Man of Letters, to put himfelf to 
ff needleis Toil in labouring to preferve the Records 
which came from Heaven: Hiilories of the World 
invifible, celeflial, perfedl, and eternal ; Traditions 
of undifcoverabk Antiquity ; Pa7fde£ls repleniih'd 
with bright Orient ai Wyi^am^ and feal'd with the 
TetragrammatoKyVfY^Yi thou know'lit is the Signet oif 
the Firft and the Laft t Even of the Divinity which 
comprehends all things ; and is itfeif comprehended 
of none. 

Had they gone about fuch a Tafk, they knew that 
fome ill Fate or other would fwallow their Writings, 
and bury them in eternal Oblivion. Hence it is» 
that at this Day we can hardly boalt of the Footil^ 
of antient Knowledge, a few Fragments and Relics 
of Pri/svi/zV^ Learning fcalttec^d up and d(^n in di- 
vers Author Sy and much adulterated with the vain 
Opinions smdMrrorsof After- times. For every Wri* 
ter was either ijjcHn'd orfopc'd, to flatter the Age 
wherein he Uv*d, and not oppofe their Tenets. So 
that now there i^ fcaxce any true Pbilofofhy extant 
on this (ide the Ganges. 

. Hqw thofe Bracbmanj only had the Happinefs to 
i:onfcrve fo facred a Trcaiure, can be no other way 
made out, than by their own conllant Tradition^ 
that {he Deluge of N(fah never reach'd thofe utmoft 
Borders of the Land toward the Eaji. And perhaps 
the fame Rea(bn may be given for the untraceable 
Chronologies of the Chinefej their Neighbours. For 
the* they differ in the Sentiments and Rites of their 
Religion, in tjieir Laws, Culloms, and Manner of 
• Government ; yet they both agree in affirming thfr 
World to be indete^-minately Old, putting a cer- 
tain Number of Millions of Years, for an uncer- 
tain , far beypnd it » which , is but a modefl Re- 
trenchment 
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trcnchmentftf *i-i» -— -.^oughts, as if they W^re 
unwillii^ it j(houJd be falfely ccnfur'd that ihey 
aim*d at an Hyperbole. 

They fay. That thc^rfl Matter is roifernal Vikh 
God, Sis Light is ^^-^W with the 5//», produc'd 
alfo and depending after the fame manner. For as 
the Light ^iff\is^d through the Air, is not properly 
the Sun, but an infeparable Effeft of it j fo theC/- 
niverfe is not Go d, but hi$ produdion, ever fublill- 
ing on him, and never to be divided from his Eter- 
nal EJfence, And for ought I fee, the moftfignificant 
Language in the World, has no other Way to ex- 
prefs Things of this abftrufe Nature. They are too 
f^jiblime for human Thought ; much more do they 
tranfcend the Power of Speech. All the Dialers on 
Earth are too barren of Words, and Words too defec- 
tive in Senfc, to defcribe the ineffable Secrets of £- 

ernity. 

As for the various Ranks of Beings, the infinite 
Diverfity of Forms, refulting from the firfi Matter^ 
*^tliey' tKink it reafooai^le to believe, that they wodb 
fuccelfively produced in Time 5 every one in its Or- 
der, and according to its Perfe^ion. 

. I tell thee, it appears nwch mope cational for me 
to believe this, than that the jJr/? Matter itfelf was 
produc'd out of nothing above 'kvo. or fix thoufaad 
Years ago, as ^^Jews and Chriftians feem to teach, 
leather than llarvemy Rcalon with fo fhort an Idea 
.of the World's Age, I- would embrace the Senti- 
ments di Democrituizxid Epicurus^ fuppofe an Inji^ 
pity of Spaces and Worlds^ an Eternity of Generati- 
ons and Corruptions, a .continual Change not only of 
Individuals, but of the very Species of Things, thro* 
Xhc fatal Concour/e and Blending of Jtoms : Yet not 
jdenying thcUnity of the Divine EJfence, nor under- 
valuing his providence all thft while. For thefe 
Things are, in my Opinion, very compatible one 
with another. 

Ida 
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I do not pretend to be ungaiarr ur ibc up for a 
Dogmatift. Neither am I ambitious of being efteem'd 
a Wit, by venting Notions above the Reach of vul- 
gar Capacities. 'Tis only the pure Love of Truth, 
which encourages me to take this Liberty with thee, 
who in Matters pf Pbihfopby art the onJy Mafter of 
the Age. 

To thee, therefore I fubmit all my Sentiments, as 
to an Oracle ; defiring thy impartial Anfwer, and 
couching the Faculties of my Soul, in the mod hum- 
ble Attach to thy venerable Wifdb«n^ I become mute 
as a Mummy. 

Paris, ^otb 9/ the ttth Mo99^ 
0/ tbiKar 1664. 



LETTER XVIIL 

To Mirmadolin, Santone rf the Vale (f 

Sidon. 

WHAT h this World, that on «1! fides m- 
vades oorSenfes? This Earth under our 
feet ; thofe Qouds whirling over our Heads i the(c 
Winds {baking the Trees; that amire Sky» with aU 
its glltterii^ Ornaments? What^s all this but an 

' eternal Dream ; a meer Shadow of Go d Almighty *k 
Thoughts \ ^is pleaiant living in it; tis al(b pain* 
ful. In hb Sen& this Unlverfe is perfectly ^xxl ; 
in ours *tis mixed with Evil. He made it for his 
own DiverAou, and our Scrutiny. *Tis to us a 
Field of Riddles and ContiadifUons. In Summer^ 

% we curfe the Heat, and in Winter blafpheme the 
Cold. Yet we bleis 60th the one and the other, wheft 
we feel *em in dueMeafure and Sicafon. On6Honr» 
thb Colour pleafes the £ye> another that ; and 

pefihagt; 
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perhaps in the next, Ms difgufted at them both. 
We never find Reft orX^ontent in any Thins. The 
.fofteftMufick at fometimes grates our Ears, Tike^the 
croaking of Toads. The moft agreeable Odours, 
are as the Smell of a Sepulchre, loathfomeand abo- 
minable. Themof( ddoflable Wines and favoury 
Meats, at fach Sealbns, are unpalatable as the Be- 
verage and Diet of Hell. ' Neither can the more in- 
iinuating Charms of Women, put us in a better 
Homoor. All the whole Syftem of Nature joyned 
together^ isnotfuificienttoaiForduseafe. Nothing 
but a Ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our 
Melancholy, or give us a Tafte of our fclvcs. For 
we are the very Deitj in fcatter'd Fragments 3 or 
we are feparated Drops of the Divine Effence ; Fo^^ 
iatile Spirits $fEtirnity I hjFate orCbanee, fix'd 
in proper Vehicles of Time and MatUr, O Santene ! 
this whole Corp^ealUniverfe is but a ^^^ fpun from 
the Bowels of an Infinite God, and wrought with 
inimitable Artifice, to catch Immaterial Forms, /- 
^iea^j and Sou/s in, which are the genuine Off-fpring 
of the Eternal Mind, We Mortals of human Race, 
are but fb many Parcels of the Divinity in Difguife, 
trepa&M into Bodies, by certain hidden Baits, Magr 
nets, and Charms lurking in Embryo^ s, with which 
we have Tome Sympathy. We are all Gods in Mafque- 
^e. SoaretheBeafbof theFields, theBirdsofthe 
Air, and the FKh of the Sea. 

Let us not therefore condemn the antique Cere« 
monies of Gentile Rdigion, which taught Men to 
adore the Sun, Moon, and Stars, the Elements, and 
allthat is within their Circumference, efpecially the 
Setflsoi departed Heroes, Demy-Gods, Nymphs, and 
the Jcft. of thofc Beings ^which are the eideft Progeny 
x£ Eternal Nature. For in fo doing, they did but 
build Altars to the original Fountain of the Uni- 
verfe. Since God is in the Winds, in the Rain, in 
the Thunder^ Lightning, Hail, and o^tt Meteors ^ 

in 
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in the Heavens and Air, Sun, Moon, and Stars; in 
the Fire, Earth, and Water ; in Plants and Animals* 
finally, fince he is in the Elements, and every thing 
compounded of them j he is not only in them, but 
is thefe very things by an ineffable Frodu6lion of 
himfelf. And when the final Confumtnation fhall 
come, it will be but a withdrawing all the extended 
Lines of his Infinity, into their Center, where thou 
and I, and every divided Atom in Nature fhall meet, 
be united and fwallow'd up in eternal Beatitude. 
Jmen ! Amen. ! Oh thou Lord and ^Father of all 
tilings, incxhaullible Abyfs of Miracles which know 
nd End. 

Parb, 6th of the \fi Moon^ ■ 
yftbe Tear 1665. 



JL E T T E R XIX. 

^0 the fame. 

SUppofii^ It were otherwife than I have faid : 
Grant the Doftrine of Epicurus true. Believe 
that we and all Things \^ere produc'd by the Fortui-- 
tousConcourJe oi Atoms : Yet flill we have the fame, 
or greater Reafon to value our felves as diminu- 
tive Gods^ fince in this Senfe we mufl of Ncceffity 
be Eternaly every Atom being (o^ of which we are 
compounded. In the Opinion of thefe Pbilofipbers, 
there's no fuch thing as an Origin or Beginning of 
the Univerfe : Each Particle of Matter with them, 
is as old as the Divinity, We have all rang'd Eter^ 
nally from one Form and World to another i danc'd 
to the Meafures of Fatey been Parts of the Orbs 
above, and of the Caverns below; ftray'd through 
the Heavens and all the Elements, taken an uriiver- 

fal 
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£d Career, through Infinite and Endkfs Spaces ; and 
arc now (as ^j^A as we feem in thefe folid Hulks of 
Flcfh) in the fame Hurly-burly as ever. 

Thefe Bodies which wc carry about us are not 
compounded of the fame Atoms as they were fe- 
vcn Years ago. There is a perpetual Flux and Re- 
flux of Particles. Wc die as fall as we live. Eve- 
ry Moment fubftradls from our Duration on Earth, 
as much as it adds to it. We move, breathe, and 
do all things by Paradox. Our ytry EJJenci is a 
Riddle. 

With an open Heart therefore I applaud thy re- 
ligious Negligence of human Afiairs, in that thou 
art divinely cardefs of thy felf, and every thing 
clfc, fave only to conferve thy Innocence. 

What fignifies it, whether we believe the Writ" 
ten Law or ihi^JUoram whether we are Difciplcs 
of MefeSy JefuSy or Mahomet i Followers oiAriftotU^ 
P/atCj Pythagoras y Epicurus^ or Ilch Rend Hu the 
Indian Bramin f Of what Import is it, whether wc 
pray or not ? Whether we kneel before Images, or 
in a naked Mofquef It will be all one in the wind- 
ing up. We are but the Machines of Chance. As 
wc live, fo fhall we die j and God knows what 
' will become of us afterwards ; neither is it worth 
our while to be ibllicitous, fince we can be certain 
of nothing, Perhap, every Atom of which we arc 
-made may be fcatter'd from the reft; we may be 
tranfported piece meal into Ten hundred thoufand 
Millions of Worlds, and feven-fold as many Years 
may expire, before two the minuteft Particles of 
our Frame meet together again. We need not to 
be troubled at. all this : Nothing can hinder us from 
being Immortal and Eternal^ tho* it be but in Frag- 
rnents. 

Go on then, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler^ 
Holy Fugitive; go on to aflert, in the Courfe,jof 
^ Life, this great Truths That all Things depend 

fin 
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on everlafting Chanu or Defiiny, Thy A6lions fliall 
improve the Hypocrites of the Age, who abound 
in fpecious Words. And thy divine Indifference 
ihali condemn thei hellifti Zeal of furious Bigots, 
who think to pleafe God, and atone for their Sins, 
by facriAcing human Blood, and mafCicring all that 
are not of their Faith. 

God, or Chance, or Fate, (hall tranfport thee af- 
ter Death . to happy Regions, immarceffible Joys, 
and an endlefs Succeffion of Blifs. Every Jum 
ihall find its Paradi/e. Thou (halt mount by de- 
grees, to fill), infinite, and eternal Felicity. Adiea 
for a Time. 

Paris» 2oth of the ift Mnon^ . 
of the Year 1665. 



LETTER XX. 

7(7 Ifouf, bis Couflo, a Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

^T THEN I i^flea on thy Happinefs, in ha- 
Vy ving been all thy Life at Lil>crty to change 
thy Refidence, and ramble whitherfoever thy 
Fancy invited thee; and that even now at Aftra- 
can, thou art no longer confined than by thy 
own Pleafure or Intereft, I cannot forbear envying 
thee. 

' There is an inexpreffible Delight in ranging the 
various TraSs of the Earth. Whereas to be per- 
petually (hut up and imprifoned, as I am, in a CU 
ty lb dofe and high-built, that the very Winds caa 
fcarce find a Way into her interior Parts, is a per- 
fta Hdl upon Earth. 

To 
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To fpeak* the Truth, Pdris may be call'd a Heap 
or Aggregfite of Cities, built one upon another, 
like Peliou upon OJfa^ frace the Houfes here are as 
high u the Min ants at Conftantinopley and divided 
like the Air into the iotoery middle and Hpper Rigi* 
.MS or apartments i or rather like the Heaveniy 
whofe Number Aftronomers aflcrt to be Nine, For 
with fo many Stories do fome Houfes, nay, whole 
Streets in PdriSy lift up their Heads ; and every 
Story or Apartment's peopled like a Bee-bive* So 
that in this infinite Throng of Inhabitants, and Cuch 
as come hither about Bulinefs, we are ready to be 
ftifled with one another*s Breath : Whereas thou 
knoweft, in the Cities all over the Eafi^ the Houfes 
are intcrmix'd with Gardens : They arc low- built, 
with l^errajjeson the Top to take the cool Air on by 
Night, with Parterres^ Kajkaneysy Divans^ Confer- 
vatories, and all the other Conveniencies for re- 
freihing the Senfes, 6y Water ^ Wind, and odorife- 
rous Smells. 

This makes me long to beat Confiantinople, Da- 
mafcuSt Mofuly ore^tnztAftracan, where thou re- 
. iideft, tho' that Qty want many Delights which 
others enjoy. However, I fhould there encounter 
with Tiara* i and Turbants^ the very Sight of which 
would half cure my Difcontent. May my Portion 
be with Tagoty if I am not tir'd with feeing nothing 
but chefe Hats, and fhort Coats, thefe ridiculous 
• Franks, thefe Jpes without Tails.. And then td 
Hear them rant againfl: the Grand Signior, and all 
True Believers ; to hear them blafphcme the Mejfen- 
gerofGody curk the Mor an, revile the Af/f/?/, and 
ajl the Moilahsy with a Thoufand other Imperti- 
nences, which none but fuch Reprobates, Gi/^tirs, 
and Infidils would be guilty of; makes me c t er 
wiikmy fclfdeaf, or that my Tongue were at Li- 
I berty to anfwcr them. But, much rather wo 1 'I 

I idefire to be ia-a Place, whcrel mightenjoy my Er • e, 

I • : K cd 



^ 



194 Letters Writ by Vol, VI. 

to receive the BaUm from my Friends that ^rtMuf- 
fulmansy and to hear the Name of Go d devoutly 
fclefs^d on any Occaiion that awakens the Senfe to 
Piety. 

Oh that I v^ere among my Covmtrymen> the 
ArahianSy who dwell in Tents^ and frolick about 
from EQlls to Valleys, taking by Turns the various- 
Sweets of the Forefl and the Plain. The Groves 
4ind. Meadowsy Failures and arable Grounds, Cities 
and Villages, all contribute to their Delight. They 
'^ivant no innocent Joy that the Earth can afibrd. 
Their Wealth confiiU in the Multitude of their 
Sheep, Camels, Goats and Oxen, ^nd for them is 
. all (heir Care, that they may not want Grais and 
Water in due Seafon. As for themfelves, they are 
refignM to Providence. 

So are the Tartars^ who fleep in Hords or Wag» 
gons, the only CavalUrs of Afia: Whofe Life is a 
perpetual Campaign^ from the Cradle to the Giave : 
Their Labour and fiafe are derived from the iaxne 
Fountain ; exerciiing themfelves on Horfeback at 
feven Years old; and feeding on the Milk of Mares 
as fooQ BS they are wean'd from their Mother*s 
Breads. Toil and Recreation with them are one 
and the fame Thing, fince thty know no oth^r 
Pleafure. but what coniiils in Riding, Fighting, and 
Conquering ; or elfe in Death, which they believe 
tranftatek i^eoi to new Joys, and thofe more poig- 
nant than they knew before. Therefore they brave- 
ly court ix at the Point of a Sword, or the Mouth 
of a Cannon: Nothing being more fcandaious or 
Jhateful than a Coward among them. 

I proteil, the very Idea d[ Palus Maotis, and 
7aurua Cberfonejuty with the reft of thofe horrible 
Fens and Msrihes, on the ISIartb of the Black Sea,^ 
^hich encompafs the Dominions of the Tartars^ ^ 
fe£U me with aPaHion, or rather fuch a Medley 9f 
I^al&ons, as I know not how to name. Thofe am- 
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pie DefartSy thofe antrack*d Solitudes, appear to 
my Imsaination, like the Limits of this old habita- 
ble Worn ; and the Frontiers of fome ritvr, fbangje 
end unknown Regions fome Tirra Int^ita^ where 
an univerfal DifTolution and Silence keep their Seat 
for ever: Where no Voices are heard but thofe of 
uncouth Satyrs^ Fauns , and other exotick Ttnants of 
the l9^9ods and Moors, No other Sound but the 
whiftling and roaring of the Winds. No Profpedt 
but that of Trees which have appear'd from the 
Infancy of Time; and where thofe are wanting, 
the Eye is weaned in a long endlefs Wafle, which 
nothing feems to bound, but the declining Arch of 
diHant Skies, or low, bhtck, melancholy Clouds, 
ikirted with Miib and Fogs, eternal Mantles of the 
Nortbirn Climes. 

This is the Figure of thofe folitary Trafh whera 
I would chufe to live, rather than in a City whicli 
flifles me with too much Plenty of every thingi 
bat frefh Air, and honeft People. 

Ifouft the Contrarieties which we find in earthly 
Things, give a Goil to each other; and the mof^ 
magnificent Palace wcuM fcem a Prifon^ were t 
Man always confinM to live in it. 

Coufin, I wiih tbee porpetual Liberty, and Hs^ 
pinefs. 

4 

Paris, ph of the zd Mooa^ 
^tii liar 166$, 




K « L E T- 



196 Letters Writ by Vol. VI. 



1 



LETTER XXI. 

Td Hamet, Rcis Effcndi, Principal St* 
cretaryof the Ottoman Empire* 

AMidft £he Variety of Obligations which I have 
to difcharge, I forget not to obey thy Com« 
mands. I have akeady in jxiy former DifpaUhes ac- 
quainted thee with theChart£krs, and fome remar- 
Jtahk Paflkges of Henry IV. Lewis Xllf . Lewis 
XIV. Cardinal Ricblieu^ Cardinal Mazarini^ and 
the Prince of Conde. Now I will fay fomcthing of i 

the &nons Marefchal defurenne^ whofe Fame i«a* 
ches wherefoever the French Wars have been talk'd 
of for thefe forty Yean. The Name of this great 
General y is Henry Je la Tour d* Juvergne, $<m to 
the Duke of Bouillon, 

When his Father was near his Death, he called 
'for both hi& Sons» whereof this was the youngei^. 
And among other Exhortations, he recommended 
m a fpecial Manner three Things to their Praftice : 
Never to renounce or change their Religion : Never 
to take iip4^J9Jagainft their Sovereign: Nor to pro- 
voke the Firfi Minifier. 

As to the Firft, the Marefebal de Turenne has hi- 
therto kept it inviolably ; but he has fauker'd iaboth 
the other, having revolted from his Mafbrh Service 
during his Minority^ and oppobM the Intereft of 
Cardinal Mazarinit when the F^/r/zi^^r^^/ perfecu* 
ted that Minifter. ^ 

However, this hiniders not but that he is a great 
Soldier, and beiides he is fince reconcHVi to the 
King, He feems to be born for Martial Affairs. 
And they relate of him. That when he was but 
Tfl^ Years Old, and his Governor miffing him, 
lought up and downisvery where for him, he 

' '-' at 
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at length foand him fail adeep on zCanmn^ whicb 
he feem'd to embrace with his fi'ttie Arms as far as 
they would reach. And when he alk'3:' why he chofe 
fuch a Couch to lie on, he mcdc Anfwcr, liAt be de- 
fi^f^d to have Jlept there all Nt^hty to convince bis 
Father that be was hardy enott^ to undergo the Fa- 
tipas ofJFarf tho* the Old Dieke had often perfuaded 
bim to the contrary. And to (peak the Truth, no Man 
war more carelefs of his Body than this Prince. 

* At fourteen Years of Age he was Cent into //*/- 
iand, to ferve in the Array under the Frince of O- 
n/inge who was his Uncle. There he apply 'd himfelf 
to all the Difcipline of War, doing the Duty of a pri- 
vate Soldier: Which is the common Way that Ca- 
dets or younger Brothers take to rife to the mofl 
eminent 0^/«. He was equally forward in Labours 
and Perils, never fhunning any Fatigue or Hazard, 
which might bring him Glory ; yet he was not ralh, 
the common Vice of Youth, but temper'd all his 
A^ons with, an extraordinary Prudence and Soli- • 
dity of Judgment, beyond what w^ expeftcd from 
him at thcfe Years; Ytt, on* the other Side, hi$ 
Counfels were not flow and flegmatick, being of a 
very ready Forecafl ; and he ^Idom fail*d in his 
G>ntrivances. He was ibon promoted to a Place of 
Command. And die Exaftnefs of his ConduA rais'd 
him a vaft Reputation, fo that by Degrees he at laft 
arriv'd to that Height of Power and Honour he now 
pofleifes. He appears indefatigable in his ^B^y^ ai^d 
of an invincible Refolution. He hates Flatterers, 
that think to gain his Friendfhip by praifmg him. 
And is equally averfe from making ufe of fuch fawn- 
ing Infinuations to others, tho* the greatefl Princes 
. of the Mod, or the Firft Minifter himfelf 

He hasaifoa certain Stedfaftnefs of Spirit, which 
cannot be warp'd by any artificial AddrefTes, tho* 
s&ade to his own apparent Advantage, if they pro- 
po& to ium any thmg that has the lodl 'Semblance 

TL% of 
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of what is bafe and dlihonourablc. Thus he wouM 
never confcnt that the Honour oT taking Dnnkirk 
fome Years ago, fhould be afcrib'd to Cardinal Ma^ 
zariniy' tho' that Miniftcr privately courted him to 
it, offering him the greateft Commands in the King- 
dom, if he vvou]d do him that Service ; and the 
Marefchal knew it might prove his Ruin, if he did 
rot. Yet fuch w^as his Integrity and Love to 
the Truth, that by no means would he be brought 
to condefcend to this Meannefs of Spirit > yet, pcr- 
^ haps it might only proceed from the Averfion which 
in thofe Days he had for the Cardinal* Many 
times it is evident, that a natural PslGioh bmade to 
pafs for a moral Virtue. Befidcs, perhaps he wa» 
unwilling to be depriv'jd of the Gbry due to him for 
that important Service. 

He is a Man of few Words, and fo fccrct in all 
his Counfcis, that no Body knows any Thing of his 
Pe%ns, till he puts them in Execution. Everjr 
Man eReems him the moll liberal Prinu of this Age. 
having no other regard for Money, than as it ferves 
the Neceilities oflidsFamly, andenableshimtoob** 
Jige his Friends. 

In a word, whatever Vices he may have, he Is 
yet enduM with fo many good Qualities and Virtues, 
that he is belovM by all the Nation, and in particu- 
lar Favour with his ^w^r/z^g'/r, who treats him not as 
Subject but as one of his moll intimate Friends. 

May God^ who has rais'd up this great Genius: 
to aggrandize the French Monarchy^Qoiiimval\y fup- 
ply the Grand Si^nior with valiant and expert Ge* 
nerals, that the Empire o£ the FaithfulOfmans may 
increafelike the Mo(^nj but never be in its Wanty till 
that Flamt fhall no more appear in, the Heavens^ and 
the Fadeniiig of the Elements Dudl be diiToIv'd. 

Paris, iztho/tJhe zdMofifff 
eftie Tear 166?. 
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LETTER XXIL 

7(> Orchan Cabet, Student tfthe Sciences^ 
and Fenftontr to the Grand Signior. 

THE French King has lately Tbu Letter tods 
• reccivM -; grofs AfFront Ufrttten originat* 
from the Foets. They have often /y in Sclavonick. 
been fa ty ricsd upon his Loves , and . 
and now they begin to burlefque upon his Money* 
A Day or two ago, as he was newly rifcn out of 
his Bed, he found on a Table in bis Charober^ ft 
Fapo' containing thefe Verfes, 

Tu h IJfue de Race Augufle. 

Ton Ay ml eft Henry k Grand\ 

Et ton Fere Louis /e Jt^ei 

Four Toyy tu »'« qu'uAhooik i Argent. 

Thou know'fl where the Force of the Foet\ Wit 
lies, having travelled in Franee and learned their 
Language.Tht ir/»^fmirdat the Reading of it, and 
feem*d to be pleasM with the Franknefs of the Au- 
thor^ faying, /£? was zoorth a Thou f and Flatterers, 
He promised likewife to give him five hundred 
Lmh\ for his Wit, if he would difcover himfelf, a^ 
alfo to pardon him on his Royal Word. But the Sa^ 
tyrifi would not venture himfelf, knowing that 
Ju/irg-ihave more Ways than One to revenge them- 
fclvcs of private Perfons, their Subjefis, However, 
fmce the King zfptdx'A fo well pleafed with this^ 
he was refolved to give him another Touch of hi» 
Skill. And the very next Morning in the fame PI ace ^ 
the King found thefe Words. 

Tu ne lefcaura pas^ Louis, 
Cacfetoii fetal qtufndje lejis.. 

K4 Thsx^ 
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There have been many ConjeAures made about the 
Author of thele Lamf^tni, Some fay one thing, and 
feme another. And there are not wanting fuch as 
faden it on a Virgin of X^ollent now refiding at this 
Cou£t: Hzr ISlzmc la Aftne Marti JiSiurman, She 
is very learned, and /peaks jirabuk, Latin, Turkijb^ 
Greek, Italian, French and Spanifl?, as fluently as 
her native Dialcft. Sh^ is of a fine Wit, and pier- 
cing Judgment ih the Controveriies of Fhih/ofhf 
and Religion. 

There are feveral Efiftles of hers in Print, fbme 
penn'd in Latin, others in French, addrefsM to the • 
S^ten-Mother, Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Maza- 
rini, and others; befides a Book of Poems, moft of 
them Satires, And.*tis this laft gives the World 
fuch a Jealoufy of her writing the Lines which were 
found on the King^s Table. For the Cri ticks have 
comparM 'em with her Style i and find a very near 
tefembknce between them. 

But let who ^Vill be the Author, I think the French 
King is wrong'd in the Chara6ler they give him. For 
tho' he has heap'd up great Quantities of Gold and a 

- Silver to carry on his vafl Defigns, yet he is no Mifer, ] 

being wtxy liberal to Perfons of Merit. • 

I fend thee this for thy Diverfion, and in order ' 

to our future Correfpondence. Take it for an Ex- 
ample, and be as familiar with me, rcmembring the 
eld Latin Proverb, Manus manum fricat. 

Paris, 1 1 th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1665. 
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LETTER XXIIL 

TCo the Captain Eafla.^ 

MAY thy Heart be chearfol, and thyToyage 
crownM with Succcfs, wherc-ever thou faU- 
eft, noble old Tarpauliny and Favourite of the God of 
the Sea, T he Empire of* the Ottvmans has not had fo 
htdiVQz^ACoinmand^ of tYvt-Navy thefe thirty Years. 
. GoDT grant thee -good. Fortune againU the Infidels^ 
whether on the White or Biatk SeaS, Thou art al-- 
ready famous far thy Exploits on the latter, in above 
twenty Engagements with the Caffach, CircaJJians, 
«nd the reft of thofc thievifh Countries. But no-- 
thing has raifcd thy CharaAer fo high as the Jaft 
Combat thou hadft with PacbiceuTi the renowned- 
Pyrate of thofc PartSy whof threatned not only his 
Cbriflian Neighbours, but alfo the Ottoman Empire* 
with infinite Ravages. 

- But thou, haft ftemm^d the Tide of his Glory;, 
humbled the maritime Peo^e his Confederates , and' 
by that means made thy felf a Way into the Arcbi- - 
fiiago and Mediterranean ^ where thou rideft as an- - 
other Neptune^ ISiiing of the ff^aters, 
' Take not this for Flattery ; for httU tKec, I bave ' 
not faid fo much to a Bafa of^tht'Sea thefe* fevea' 
and twenty Years* Neither indeed had'I any-Rea- 
fon^.He.that jnerited.tha moft Applaofe in ali'that: 
Time, was the brave Zorne/an Mufiapba" Ahd I ad-' 
drefs'd no more to lum than his due». Fortune did 
n^t favour him,, or elfc he hadjdone great' Things. 
As for the reft, they, were- generally Mim never, 
hvpi to Sea-A£^£s,. but Minions' of the Couit, or> 
B«Jlie§ of .the: City, who w^e- better at m^Jng a" 
Noife., than at amr.A£HdnrOf HaKwdSorlmportaiice.-^ 
And iherc were fomc bold Renegadees,hnt they played -: 

'.• ." K,5 faftv. 
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fad and loofe, and no body knew where to have 
Vm. 

Treachery infisib the whole- World s but in thcfe 
Wefltrn Parts it reigns as in ita Center. Hcre'3 no- 
thing but Undermhiingand Ambofliesr One State 
trepanning another out of their Guard«5 and then 
xh^ploy their own Qai«e. 

It would be endleTs to acquaint thee with theO* 
riginal of the Qgarrelbetween the Englifi and the 
Jhttcb, Let it be eoAUgh for thee to know, that 
thefe People are at odds now : And in regard the 
Strengh dTbof^h NatmsWu m their Shipping, they 
are preparing to cover the liortb^rM Seas, with Na- 
vies; but the ifianders (till get the.bcft on't. They 
plaim the Sovinignty^ of thofe Seas» and in my Opi- * 
nion they deferve it. I (peak according to my 
Intelligence ; being affiir'dv that no Nation ever 
prevaiiM a^i^fl *em on that Element. 

They have had a terribie Pight this Summe/ff 
wherein the Dutfi loft feventeen S^/^j oiWar^ be- 
fides VeiTelsOf fmallcr Note.TheC^;0/Krtf»i«rof tho 
£«^A>i%rr is caliU the Duke of r^ri, a great Ge- 
lieral, and Brother to the Englijh King, His Name 
was famo^is in France ax^ flandcrs during the Sfa^ 
njjb War. And tho* the L^Wafibrded him na far- 
ther Occaiions of Glory, yet he has found fome in 
the,$i?«. Opdanty the greateft if ^EnviVtf/ that ever 
the 2>iv/r^cDuld boaB: o^ fell uSacrifieeio his Genius* 

I am the more particpJarin this Rekcion; becauie « 
it is fit'thoufhould'ftkPQWtheCharaderBof allthe . 
brave Heroes living. 

Since this Fight, the King of Franee has fentan ' 
Ambajfador to the Engiifl? Court to mediate a Peace, 
What Iflue his Negotiation will have, is of no great ^ 
Import to us, who ferve the Grand. Signier, fole i 
I^rJoi the Feur Seas: But! will tell thee f(Hne-^ 
thioi^ which it operas thee to know. 

' * '* 

The 
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TheKingof Trmui is going to cut a Canal thro* 
Kart of his Kingdom, by wluch the Mediterranean 
may be joia*d to the main Sea. Thi» is a vaf^ De- 
4gny and much difcours^d of in Europe, being a Pa* 
talld to what has been formerly, attempted by ibme 
Kings of Egyptr and Emperors of Rome to join the- 
Mediterranean and Red Sea together, far the (ake 
of an eafier Traffick to the Eaft Indies^ 

Thou oughtell alio to be informed of the Duke oE 
Beaufort^s Exploits on the Gnfts oi Barbarj. '^Hft* 
IS Commander of tht French Navy in th^ Seas^ imd 
has done great lajufies to the People of Algier^ Sar* 
ee/k, Bongie, and other Ports. 

Tho* thcfe Rebels are dcfervedly punifhM for de* 
ferting the. Proteaiqn of the High Ptrte^/yct let ut 
remember, that the Algerines are Muffulmans^ and! 
the r e f ore ought not to be abandoned to the Mdice 
KJi Infidels. 

Mjghty Bajfa^. iail thou in the Strength^ Go 0^ 
againft the Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. And. 
when thou haft fipifh'd tHy Voyage herebelow, may 
a Wind of lUcrcy waft thee o*er the Waters whicKi 
are above the Firmament^ and land thee fafe in oncu 
of the Ports di.ParadiJe. 

•f 
Paris, id of the <^th Mmt^ 

of tl^ATjor ib^S* 



22v End of the Thiid Book». 
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"BOOK IV. 

L E T T E R r. 

2tf Achmet Beig. 

HHIS Ctari has pat on thttxtcrior 
^ Sembhnee of Mtufawg, whilft 
on they inwardly rejsiceBtcheDeach 
I ofPi//()iIV. KingofS/i««. He 
& deceaa'd on the 17th of the 9th 
iJ Movn. 'Tit pollible theii Gttef i* 
more real for the Death of t^ie Duke of yiniefme, a 
Prinitoi Rejal BxtraHiiH, and, whilftlivjng, not 
far from a Poffibility of inheriting the Crtain of 
Fr4net. Bat now he is gone to the Grave, the gene- 
ral Receptacle of all Mortals, and which makes no 
DiltiAAion betffcen the Ntilt and the Fulgar. 
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There have been abundance of Ceremonies per- 
formM on the Part of t]^ King^ the Dauphin^ the 
Duke of Orleans J the Duke of Vahis^ and other 
Princes of the Blood, for the Health of the depart- 
ed Soyl : For the Nazannes^ to give them their due, 
fidl not fhort of the True Faithful, in believing the 
Refurreffion and Immortality to come. They coniign 
the Bodies of the Dead to their Sepulchres, with fo- 
lemn Rites of Religion^ perfuming them with //r- 
eenfe, and fprinkling them with Holy Water i re- 
h^rfing alfo certain facred Hymns and Prayers ap- 
pointed for that Purpofe. Neither do they negleft 
to fad and give Ahns, to perform any pious Office 
which is praftifed by the Mujiilmans, for their 
Friends who are gone to the invifible State. They 
agree with us in abundance of good Things, and 
if they mix fome Superilitlons and Errory,. let us 
pity their Weaknefs, and praife God who guides 
us into the right Way, and fuffers us not to be fe-f 
duced into the Way oi Infidels, He is the Meneiful 
of the Mirc^uU the Joy of the Ehar and the Hope 
of all Nations. Should he puniih Men according to 
their hourly Demerits, the^arth would ioon bede-* 
populated, and void of any other Inhabitants fave 
the Beafts, But he knows our Mold, and remembers 
that we are no more than a mere Froth or> Spume 
6f the Elements, and that in a very little Time, by 
the Courfe of Nature, we ihall vanifli like Buhhles 
which yield to every Blajl of Wiud, ' Therefore, he 
spares us, and connives at our Infirmities, becaufe 
he is the Lover of Soulsi 

I fpeak this as an Incentive to Charity amo!^ 
our felves, and to our Fellow- Mortals. It feeras to 
me unreafonable, that we fhould purfue with-inez* 
orable Hatied all the Followers of Jefus. He was a 
Holy Prophet, humble, mild, chafle,.and.harm]e(i. 
He did many good Works himfelf, and com- 
manded his Difciples to knitate his Exunple. He 

rebuked 
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rd>tik*d thofe among them that would hare calPd 
down Fire from Heaven to confomehis Enemies :i 
Enjoyning them to return Bleflings for Curfes,. 
Prayers for Biafphemiesy and Good for Evil. There 
are thofe among them who obey his Precepts : A^ 
for die Wicked, I am not their Advocate. If the 
greateft Part of the Cbrifiians live contrary to the 
Law of the MeffiaSj kt us confider alfo how many 
Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks, and Atheiib. 
there are among thofe who profefs the Muffitlmam- 
faiths Doubtlels^ there are Good and Bad of all' 
Religions. And *tis impoifible to find an AlTembly; 
of juft Men, without a i£ztQre of Sinners. 

As for our Differences with the People of 7^/,. 
ki Matter (^fForJhtPr it ought not to make us for- 
get that we are Men, compounded of the famei 
Flefh and Kood as they. And for ought we know^ 
Cjod, who made all the Nations of the Earth, may 
accept of their various Rites and Ceremonies la- 
paying him i>/V/w -<^i^rtf/itf». 

We that are the Pofterity of IfmatU and worihip^ 
the Eternal after the Marnier of our Fathers, who 
follow'd thePattern oi Ibrahim the Beloved of God,. 
cannot deny but that the Law of Mofes was of Di- 
vine Original : And yet it contains Precepts and- 
injunftions, to which vve are wholly Strangers in 
our Praftice j tho' the Jetvsy whoare the J&efcenr 
dants of Jacob, obey them to this Day. 

So we believe what the Alcoran fays of the 
MeJJtaiy that he is theBreathand Wordof Goo ;, 
that he heaPd Difeafes, raised the Dead, wrought 
many other Miracles, and preach'd the true heavenly. 
Dofh-ine. Yet there's abundance of Difference be- 
tween the Ceremonies which the very Apoftlcsufed' 
in the Service of Go d, and the Worfhip eftablilh*d! 
by Mai^mef our holy Lawgiver-. ]^ut he tells us i, 
that >th!ey who live up to the Law o£ Jefus, flwll gq- 
to Paradife as well as the Mujfu/fnajah ' ' 

The. 
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The greatcfi Scandal which the Cbriftians give 
us, is their fetting up l^iHures and Images in thck 
Titnplis, and the Reverence thcjr pay to thde in- 
fienfibk Bieces of homan Ait. And yet for ought we 
know they may be excufable before God; iince 
they p«"ofc(s op«ily in the Fubluk Detrees of their 
Councils, that the Veneration and Honour they pay 
to the Figurts of Saints and Jngeis, is only relative r 
their Dmtion at the fame time refting not on this 
Side the Frotatypes. 

. If thb be true, I iee no more hurt in their Wor« 
ftiip of Isnagis, dum in bowing and proftratjng be- 
fore the Alcoran^ which is but another ibrt of Ima' 
gery^ reprefentmg the DhiniWill. 

In a word, if the Hiergglypbicks of the ancient 
Egyptians are allow*d to be lawful Letters, and In* 
Sruments to ezpreis the inward Conceptions of the 
Miad; in my Opinion, the Painting and Sculpture 
which we fie in x!tit Churtbes of tht Cbrijfiajis, 
ought not to be condemned as an ea£er way to con« 
vcy the Hipry of Je/ns^ and the reft of t\it. Prophets 
sind Sainhj to the Vulgar, who are generally igno- 
rant of Letters, Unlefs we ihall fay, that the Son 
of Mar^ was an ZM and the Prophets and faints 
were S^evib i which God avert from the Mouth of 
1^ irue Believer, 

Pgris, i^tb of the ink MooHt 
if the lear 166^. 
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L E T T E R IL 

"To William Vofpel, a Reclufe <jf Auftria^ 

THY Difpatcb came to my Hands in a^good 
Hour. I pcrus'd with Reverence the Pater- 
nal Inftruflions it contained ; the grave and judicious- 
Apopthegms ; the facred Rules and Inftitutions of a- 
regular and fpiritual Life ; the Morals more refinM- 
than thofe of Pindar^ Epi^tus, Seneca, or CaU. 
But pardon me, if I relifh not fo well thy PanegyricJt 
on fome of the newly canonized Saints ; from which 
you take Occafion to extol the Pope*s Infallibility, and. 
to exclude from Salvation, all that are not within the 
Pale of the Roman Cbunb, 

I am a Cbriftian and a CathAlick as well^ you. I 
honour the ApoftUs and- Martyrs^ with all the Pri- 
mitive Saints, ConfeJJors, and Holy Dolors of the 
Cburcb, But I can never be perfuaded, that aMan- 
for being a Murderer,-Tniytor, an Inventor of cruel 
Devices, or a learned Sycophant^ can meiit Heaven^ 
Uio* he mav be rank'd in the ReJ Lines of the Ca- 
lendar. Much lefs can I believe, that ail Men fhall 
be damn*d, who are not in Communion with the 
BiJhopQi Rome, Certainly xYitCatboUck orUniverfal^ 
Cburcb, is not (hut up within the narrow Confines %. 
of the fhattcr'd Roman Empire. Confider Greece, 
Armenia, Egypt, Mu/covy, Ethiopia, and all thf fpa- 
cious Territories of Earope,^ and the EaJI. How 
many Millions daily fay the Pater- Nojfer, and pray 
in Jefus\ Name, yet never paid Obedience to any 
but their own Patriarcbs and BiJbopsP Were not all 
the Apoftles equally in Commijjfion ? Were not the 
CburcbeS they foundod and etfabliihM, equally holy, 
and orthodox ? Wh«re then commenc*d the mighty 
Scbi/m, but in the niorofe Pride of ViSlor, who 
(for the fake of Pafcbal Nicetiis) affronted all the 

Churches 
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Cbuubis in the World, and .was for that ReafoAfe' 
vcrcly reproved by a French Bijbep of his own Obc*" 
ciience ; befides the Reprimands of Poijearft and 
other Prelates of the Eaft? Was not St. J$bn the 
Beloved ihaX reiled his Head with Dhine Honour on 
the BreaA of Cbrsjf, as pr^y to the Laws of his 
Mailer as Peter ^ Paul, or any other abortive Apofile f 
Remember the firft General Council zX. Jerufalem^ 
where James the Brother of our Lord fate Preiident 
decreeing Abfiinences exaAly oppofite to theprefent 
Roman Faith and PradUce. And believe at the fame 
time, that 'twas Imperial Vanity and Pride which 
firil begot the fatal Separation. Herefy was but the 
Baflard of the Apoftoltck Canons^ cheriihM and too 
much countenance by Conftantine and his Succef- 
(brsy till the fatal Time o^Pbocas^ whofe untimely 
Death made all Things ripe for the intended Ufur- 
pation. Oh Guicciardine ! How ^truly haft thoa 
writ the State of modern Rome! Worthy as Horace 
vf eternal Honour Thy faithful Profe equals his 
courtly Vcrfe, and merits new Auguftus^s to patro- 
nize it. 

Believe me. Father William^ I have no Sjate or 
Enmity againft the Roman, High-Pricft. I reverence 
him equally with his Brethren, the Patriarchs of 
Conftantinopky Jetufalemy Alexandria, znd Auti- 
ccb. I would go beyond this, for the fake of Confot- 
inity to ancient Cuilom, and in Obedience to thece- 
lebrated Council of Nice : I would willingly acknow- 
ledge him the Primate of the World. Let him 
have the firft Place, in God's Name, among thff Pa- 
triarchs of the Univer/al Church, But let himjiot 
ride on the Necks of his Equals. Let him not pre- 
tend a Power to cancel the Apoftolick Canons \ tra- 
verfe the traditions of the Fathers, repeal x^zt>e.creet 
of General Councils, difpcnfe wi<h the Laws of Na- 
ture, Grace, Reafon,. Morality i and the very Infti- 
lutions of his PredeceiTojBs, Men,, without quefiioh. 
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as infallible as be. This is not the Way to make 
Profclytcs to the RomanlB?i\i\ unlcfs it be of Fools 
and Knaves. The World has recciv'd new Lights, 
Father William ^ and Men begin to hi6 religious 
Bantering off the Stage. Nay, even they who are 
xnofl guilty of it, I meag the Roman Courtiers, Car-^ 
dinals, and Priefls, cannot forbear laughing at the 
Folly, and credulous Eafinefs of thofe on whom 
they impofe thtu pious Frauds* The bigotted Lnitf 
are by them efteemcd no better than filly AfTcs, 
tamely couching under the Burdens of their Eccle- 
fiaftital Lords and Drivers, 

Therefore, *tis Time for tlee to open thy Eyes, 
lift up thy Head^ and lay aiide Menaftick Simplici- 
ty: I do not counfel thee to turn Libertine y or imi- 
tate the Italian Gallantr]^ which has taught the 
Priefls, inflead of facred Continence, to ^uint a 
fienedi(^ion on fome charming Lady from the Al- 
tar, in the Name of DominusVoHJcum^ or Surfum 
Cor da \ even whilft they are preparing for Divine 
JRevels, to banq[uet on the Flefh and Blood of God. 
Oh ! moniirous Per£dy, and execrable Profanenefs ! 
Nor if thou art afironted and revengeful, would I 
advife thee to time the Execution of thy Wrath like 
the Sicilian Vefpers^ and make the Bells become the 
Signals of tl^ Cruelty , which ought , and were 
de(ign*d, and confecrated on purpofe to drill on 
harmlcfs Souls to Church, with their dull, fleepy, 
jahgling Chimes; and with their more triumphant^ 
lofty Mufick, on the Feftivah of the Saints, to make 
devouter Chri^ians ditam they're going to Heaven^ 
inftead of a Majacre. I would not have thee hope to 
merit Paradife, by fending thither in Obedience ta 
the Pope, or General of thy Order, the majeftick 
Souls of Kings, or Emperors, in Vehicle;j of facred 

?oiron, or envenomM Eucbarifts. Believe that thofe 
relates, Priefls, or Monks, who are thus divinely 
|>rofane| and mercifully crad» (hall become Mi-> 
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tred, Veftedy Cowled Monfler/^ in the fiercdl and 
moft violent glowing Dens of Hell i there with the 
moft exalted Arfenicksy Mercuries, and whatfoever 
gives the higheft Pains, tp langoiih, pine, and rack 
away Ten thoufand, thoufand, thouiand Ages, in 
Penances of flow EffoEt, which expiate but very 
bte, the crying Sim of guilty Murderers, and bloody 
Hypocrites. 

Yet fuch as thefe, fince modem Times, are the 
only Men thought worthy to be (anoniz^d for 
Saints ; which made a certain honed Cardinal cry 
out in Prefence of the Pope, Thefe Nno Saints for a 
me to doubt the Old Ones. 

Father William^ the fame Thought begins and 
ends my Letter. Yours was upon the Stretch, ex* 
tolling far too high the Largenefs of the Roman 
Church, the infaUihle Potoer of Popes ^ the Miracles 
of thefe New Saints, And I, for my Part, am a 
Man abhorring Bigotry. I cannot believe Thingi 
contrary to my Reafon. 2 wifh the Differences of 
Mankind in Point of Religion were rationally com- 
pofed, and that the Gocd of all Se^, Fadlons, 
Parties, Churches, and Communions, were united 
in this Life, as they furelv will be in the next. 

In the mean time, to the Father without Begin*. 
nin% I to the Son without a younger Brother i to the 
Holy Ghoft, the Firfl and the laft.i to the Virgin 
Nary the Mother of the Entire Detty , I recom- 
nend thee and all good Chrifiians; hoping to fe« 
you in Heaven, tho* we cannot it feems think alike 
oo Earth. 

Paris, tjl of the Tith Mm^ 
if the Tear 1665. 



\ . 



L E T. 



212 Letters Writ hy Vol. VI. 



\ 



LETTER III. 

To Naphan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 

According to thy Defire, I have proCurM and 
fent thee the Alcoran^ with other fP'ritings of 
our Holy Dofhrs ; Books which will condud thee 
into the right Way. Thou wilt find in thcfe Vo^ 
lumts a-Spirit of Life and Power. There breathes 
in them a certain vital Principle of Reafon ; (b that 
whofoever reads them attentively, may feel (if I 
may fo fpeak) the very Pulfe of intcMedlual Wifdom, 
beating in tytvf Sentence. 

There is a vail Difference between thefe Wri^ 
tings y full of Arguments clear and intelligible, and 
the Whimfies of thy Rabbi* s^ who abound in /arr^i/ 
FabieSy and dwim Romances^ 

Who can perufe your celebrated ikfj/^^/^ without 
JKfdain ^ Or look into your more applauded TaU 
mud^ and not feel himfelf touch'd with Horror, at 
the* monftrous Blafphemies and ridiculous Forge- 
ries therein contained ? Doil thou not laugh at die 
Story of God*s pickling up the Leviathan till the 
Days of the MeJJiah j and that other of the Bull 
i^hich daily devours the Fodder of a Thoufand 
Mountains ? Or wilt thou fhew me the Neft of 
that Bird from whence, the Talmud fays, an Egg fal- 
ling on the Earth, threw down three hunxlred taH 
Cedars with its Weight ; and at lengtK breaking» 
over-flowM fixty Villages with the fiquid SubHance 
included in the Shell? 

Such as thcfe muft needs be fit Themes for the 
Contemplations of the Omnipotent ! And yet your 
Rabbfs teach, that God ihidies nine Hours of the 
St^y in thi^ Talmud. Can any Man of common Piety 

hear 
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h^ thefcBlafphemies and not tremble ? What AT* 
fronts are thefe to haman Senfe ? What Impofi- 
tions on the Reafon of the credulous JtwsT Does 
the moil perfed of all Beings acquire Knowledge by 
Degrees, or is the Eternal IntelUSl improved by 
reading of ^00i/ ^ Or if it were fo, would he not 
make abetter Choice than of a Volut^^ which in 
the incredible Stories it relates exceeds all the Fig^ 
ments of Fotts} 

Tell me, Nathan^ can*il thou fwallow that loud 
Lye of the ^talmud^ which tells thee. That there 
was a L;j9ni who when heroarM at the Di^anceof 
four hundred Miles from Rsnu^ all the Women that 
were with Child in that City, being affrighted at 
the Noife, mifcarried, and the WaSs of Rome fell 
down? And when he drew nearer by a hundred miles 
: he fet up bis Throat again, which made fo terrible 
; a Sound, that all the Romans Teeth fell out of tlxelr 
Heads, and the Emperor himfelf felt fuch Convul* 
iions, as had well-nigh coft him his Life. 

Surely the Crno which the Talmud (peaks of in 
another Place, was but a Pumr to this monitrous 
Lion's and yet itfeems, that C>0a; fWallow*d a ^er- 
pent that had eaten a Frog as big as a Village of 
threefcore Houfes, and when he had done, flew 
into'the^next Tree. I fuppofe, that was the Tree 
which grew in Paradife, and was five hundred 
Miles high, according to the Talmud, Have I not 
Reafon for this Raillery, when one of your Rabbis 
, folemnly fwears, he was an Eye-witnefs of thefe 
Things ? Who can forbear to ridicule the Bigotry 
of thofe, who give up their Faith to fuch Deiu- 
iions ? 

Thou wilt meet with more rational Entertain^ 
. ment in the Books of the Mujfulman UoBor-s ; more 
efpecially in that Tranfcrjpt thou hail of the Vo' 
luine firft dieted in Heaven, That confirms the 
true Law of Mofes^ but damns the ImpoUures of 
. .- ' thii 
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equality of Merchandlfes entangled their Traffick, 
and vrould not admit of a read/ Exchange. 

This took from them the Occafion of manir an- 
necclTary Arts at Home, and they had no Temp- 
tation to travel Abroad ; the chief Deiign of their 
Lawgiver being to obb'ge them to fpend moft of 
their Time in re/igioas and pbilofipbical Ezerdfes, 
and the reft in preparing Ncceflaries for human 
Suftcnance. They had no need to buy any thing 
V of foreign Countries^ or to build Ships for that End, 
who were bound to live content with the natural 
Produft of their own fertile Country : For Luxury 
has not as yet fet Footing in that happy Region, if 
we may believe this Traveller. He fays, they feed 
altogether on the Fruits of the Earth, not admit- 
ting any Art or Employment which tends to Super- 
fluity, but only fuch as {ervc the ncceflary Ufes of 
Life, wherein they (hew an admirable Dexterity and 
Skill. 

When they travel from one Town to another, 
which is very frequent, they never carry any thing 
to defray their Charges by the Way, or when they 
arrive at their Journey's End : All Entertainment of 
this Nature being free and reciprocal. Such is the 
Cuftom of the Country. 

They have no Latvyers among them, but if any 
Contention arife, 'tis prefcntly determined by th« 
Arbitration of the next Neighbour, to whofe Sen- 
tence all fubmit : Every Man being willing to lofe 
fomething of his Right, rather than dillurb the 
Pubiick Amity find Peace. 

As to the Manner of their Worjhip, they arc ftridl 
Obfcrvers of Purity in waihing, anointing, and flia- 
ving their Bodies. . 

They hzvtTtmpIes alfo where they affemble eve- 
ry Seventh Day ; and having offerM up the Firft- 
Fruits of the Earth, they fit down' in the Courts, 
ind banquet together with Joy/ whiUl the Piicfts 
' *. cuter* 
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erifertaltf them with extfeJIeat Mullck and Songs, in^ 
praife of G6 b a<id his Works. 'To this End' the * 
Courts of .their Tcmpltt are made very large, that 
tHey tSiVSf cotitaih' fo maiay diftincl Families ; and 
{lately Pa^iiioris are fetari;.ad6rn*cl with theBough$ 
ofjei^eii Trees, with tUl manijei* of Ftowers care- 
Icl^ intermlx'cl. But anfildft all their Feaftingthey 
ai'c tMC^ jpermitted tptafteof Flefh; They eat onjy" 
the Fralts of the Earth, with Millc Honey, and Oil. 
Aftd their commoti Drink is Water and Wine. 

At the Ageof fiittecn Years, every Man is bound , 
to'take the foiowing Oath^ . 

Ittvear that 1 will adore[hut'OtitXj6p,ti;ho brought 
our Fathers out o/E^pt^ and has conduced us 
hyd myjferious Path to this Zand dfpromife. I will 
reltgioujly ferve him all my Lift , for that he has 
vouchfafediofhnt metnlth'^Tamttyofhis'EleBy and 
not either of the tzvo fribes who were left behirfd in 
th^. Land of Delufions. J toil/ dojujlly to aJl Men, 
neither toil 1 1 voluntarily hurt or kill any livngCrea- 
ture^ unlefs it be in my ownDtfence. I will not tafte of 
the Flejh of any Animaly . but in all Things obferve 
the Abftinence commanded by Allah ta Mofes on the 
Mounty I zvill religioujly obey my Prince^ tomylaft 
Breathy and rather be torn in fietes bywildBeafts 
than betray h}m^ or cbnfent to betray him to another : 
For he is theV'icQ-'Roy ofGop^ ' I wilhfever conceal ' 
my 'KnhoMge of any ' Con/piracy againfl him, or my 
Country, neither will Jdifcovtr hu Secrets to any ^ if 
itjhouldever be my Honour to know them, I will ob- 
ferve the Traditions of my Fathers ^ and teach the fame 
and no other to myPoJlerity. In fine y I will in all things 
obey the Laws of tbi^f acred Kingdomy this Region of 
Peace y this Garden ofBli/s, All this, Ifolemnlyfwenr 
by thefirfi Father of tight y <?ndby Nothing the pro- 
found Womb of Darkhefsy and by Sileiicethe Compani- 
^n of that Death which no created Being can fathom ; 

h which 
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tobicb is the fame as ifljbould v)ijh my feif annihi- 
lated, if I violate this Oatb in the lea ff Point, 

Thefe are all the Tcrnjs of the, 0<itK,, that I caii 
diflindlly remember, whJicK There infcrt, tolhcw 
thee what Opinion thefe People have of the Law 
which was given to Mofes on the Mount, and how 
they rejcft the Two Tribes that were left in Taleftine, 
andellcem'd of that G)untry.but as the L^nd of De- 
lations, as counting their own Country the Region 
of Promife, and themfelvesthe E'le^ of Go d. 

- One would think, that tlifff wcfc the P ferity of 
the Ten Tribes that were carry ^ away Captives by 
Salmanafar King of Affyria. And this was alfo the 
^Opinion of that Wanderer^ who told me, that both 
their Pentateuch was different from yours, and the 
Language wherein it is written. For he (aid, it 
was rather a Dialed of Arabitky in which Language 
thou knoweH God wrote the Ten Commandments on 
the Two Table* : Among which, one is. Thou Jh alt 
n(n kill. This Prohibition, they fay, extends to all 
Living Creatures^ tlio*your Dodors interpret it as 
only reaching to Men, and fo do the ChriJIians. But 
the M^/;?!r/7»J interpret it thus, Thonjh alt neither 
kill Man or Beafi without Re a/on, 'By which Claufcr 
the Beafts are privjledg'd from the wanton Cruelty 
d[ Men, who otherwife would murther them only 
to make Sport ; yet wicked Men are not exempted 
from^ a violent Death, a; a Punifhment of ;heir 
Crimes. 

I'his Traveller fays alfo that the People of that 
Country are fo healthy, Ihat they generally live 
till they are a hundred and twenty Years old, 
which is almoft twice the Age of other Mortals. 
This he afcribes to their exquifite Temperance 
and Moderation in all Thirtgs, as alfo to the Di-y- 
nefs of the Soil," and to the Force of certain 
Winds, which continually fweep the Air of this 

. ^ deleaa- 
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delegable Region, and purge it of all hurtful Qua- 
lities. 

If ever it be thy Fortune to fee this Perfon, he 
will acquaint thee with a great many more delight- 
ful PafTages, which it would be too tedious for mc 
to infert in a Letter; befides, my Memory is trea- 
cherous, and I often forget thofe Things at one time, 
which I remember at another : But if thou art fol- 
licitous to hear more, I will oblige thee with all 
that I can call to mind of this Traveller^ in another 
Letter. 

In the mean time, make a right Ufe of thefe 
Hints, and weigh one thing with another, examine 
all things without Prejudice or Partiality. Truft 
no Man's Reafon but thy own in Matters of a difpu- 
table Nature, fince thou kaft as much Right to de« 
cide the Controverfy, as any Man. And thus thou 
wilt never become a Bankrupt in "Religion. 

Paris, \th oftht iftMootij 
of the Tear 1666. 



LETTER V. 

^0 Mohammed, Hadgi, Dervich Ere- 
mite of Mount Uriel in Arabia tba 
Happy. 

As I think, thb is the lall of my Hours In this 
World, and the firft of a new Life, which I 
{haSl commence in Immortality : I perceive, that the 
fatal Period^ the Moment of tranfmigration^ fet b/ 
Diftiny^ is approaching. The Crajts of my Blood is 
dilTolving apace ; my Spirit haflens to get loofc from 
thefe mortalChains : f feel my Soul trying and ftrctch- 
. ing her Wings, preparing to take her eternal Flight 
L to the Region affign'd her'by God and Nature, 
I . L 2 I hav^ 
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I have not Prcfamption enough to hope for ParM- , 
Mfcy nor am I fo abandon'd to Defpair, as to con* . 
elude I ihall go to HcU. I rather , believe, Aaraf^ 
or the Place of Prifons, will be my Portion; in re- 
gard I fear the Evils which I hav^ been guilty of 
are not over-balanc'd by my good A<fUons. 'Tis 
well if Virtue has counterpois'd Vice in the Courfc 
of thiis mortal Life. However, I am refign'd, and . 
commit my felf to .the Indulgent Creator, of all- 
Things, who will not faii, to difpofe of me accprd-^ 
iiig to the Order which he has efiablifh'd in the 
Unherje.^ 

Methinks, were I even in Hell, 1 cou'd not for- 
bear praifing that fountain of a// Things^ I wou'd .. 
teach the Devils and Damn'd a new Le/Ton of Pati- 
cnce and Contentednels, of Humility and Devo- 
tion, of Generolity and Love, amidft their tremen- 
dous Torments. I wou'd furvcy with an Indiffe- 
rence becoming a True Believer ^ the Horrid Aby/s^ 
with all its dreadful Vaults and Apartments. I wou'd 
confider the wonderful Architedlure of thofe Infer- 
nal Prilbns, the inexpugnable Strength of the Walls , 
their prodigious Thicknefs and unmoveable Faft- 
ncfs; I would contemplate every Thing with the 
Reafon of a Philofofhery and the Piety of a Mujful^ . 
tnan^ not giving my fdf up to the Paffions of a Fool, 
aixi an Infidel. 

All this I imagine were eafy to perform m thpfe 
'fatal Caverns, and much more, but God knows how 
the Ex^ierience of fuclv an jntolerablc Anguiih and 
Reftraint rnight alter a Man's Mind. 

However, I find it Medicinal to think of the 
lafl and woril Things, to be always prepared for 
Death, and" whatfbever fliall follow it: For, Sur- 
prizes arc apt to unman us, and plunder us of our 
Reafon. I was in the IJcighth of a violent Fcver^ 
when 1 hiegan this Letter i yet now *tis abated, and 
I jjalpably feel the ^entl<i Returns of Health and 

Life. 
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Life. Hjis b owing, in my Judgment, to the' rtal 
Belief I had, that "my laft Hour was come> whith'l 
have Co Jong expcftcd, ' And I cou'd almoft perfuado 
my felf, that I Ihall difpcrfc a thoufand MaUdia, 
recover out of the moft dangerous Paroxyfms, and 
prolong my Days to Old- Age, by the mcer Force of 
thefe Contemplations. 

My Faith in thisPobris grounded, on Experi- 
ence : For I have often found, that to be arm'd a- 
•gaiiift Galamititt with an even Mind, is either a fure 
Way to avoid them, or at leaft toprotradl the Sea- 
fon of their Arrival. And if there were nothing 
elfe in't, 'but the rcnd'tiog^^Ai tnote eafy when thtfy 
come, *ewere worth any Man's Pains to try the Ex- 
periment * 

Doubtiefs there is no Terror in Death, but what 
the vain Opinion of Men creates. 'Tis as pleSafant 
for a thinking Man to die as to live, ' if it be only for 
thiy Reafbn, that in hisPafTage from the Life he had 
•led before, her Ihall not havebare naked Ideals fdr 
his Cbntemplation ; but *Matttr of Faf\, and the 
•moft importaixt, that ever employed the Scfuls of 
'Men. 

O admirable Sylvan, confider with thy ftlf, whe- 
ther it will not be highly grateful to thy languKhing 
Soul, when thou (halt perceive dcmonftratively, by 
the infallible Enthymema^s of thy trembling Pulfe,. 
that thou art juft ready to be released from the de- 
ceitful Sophiftry of human Life ! that thou art near 
cfcaping from a narrow Cage to be upon the Wing 
at large, to fly into the ample Fields of Beauty^ 
Light, and endlefs Happinefs: Refleft alfo at the 
feme time, O holy Eremite, that I IhouM think it 
no Pain to be Cvttd. from my Confinement to* a llinlf- 
ing Neft of Infidels, 

But why (hould f give them that tepmachfblEpJi- 
thet, when for ought I know, I am a gteater In f del 
my fclf f Tis true, indeed, 1 iffi uf the Linekg^ 
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of Ibrahimy Ifmael, and the Holy Race ; I bear in 
ray Body tht Seals ofz Divine League or Covenant 
between Go d and Man, I was circumcised in due 
Time, and gave fupreme Glory to one God, and 
IJonour to Mahomet his Meffenger, I pronounced 
the Seven My Serious Words ^ whofe Sound excites 
the Harmony of the Spheres^ fets the Angels a dan- 
cing, p^its all Nature into Motion, and makes the 
jyeviizs deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our Holy Do£tons 
teach, the very Breath with which that facredCon- 
fellion is uttered, bbws the Afhes of Hell into the 
Eyes of the Damn'*dy and Urikes them blind. In a 
word, Ihavefafted, prayed, -given Alms, and per- 
formed all the extremal Duties of a True Believer i yet 
I have reafbn to fear, that the belt of my pious A61- 
ions are not fufficient to cancel my Sins. My Pract- 
ice runs counter to my Faith i there feems to be a 
double Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, and 
the other forcing me to Evil, fwf whilftl really 
. in my Heart believe the Alcoran^ and obey Mabo- 
mety our Haly Lawgiver, I am compeh'd to deny 
both, to profefs the Life and Manners of TiNazarene, 
to counterfeit an Infidel, and do a thoufand other ill 
Things, to pleafe the Grand Signiomnd his Slaves. 
Thus I play faft and loofe with Go d Almighty, 
and turn keligion into Crofs-Purpofes, Yet Heaven 
knows, that I obtcfl all the Elements to witncfs, 
that I would fain be innocent, and live in unble^ 
.miili'd Vertue : But the fatal Neceflities I lie under, 
conllrain me i o a perpetual Courfe of Vice. Which 
makes me fometimes cry opt in the Agonies of my 
Soul, O God 1 / pray thee either to alter my Cir^ 
cumftanceSy and reform my Nature, or make new 
Law More eafy to be kept- 

Venerable and Patient Solitary^ bear with my im- 
portunate Complaints; and remember, that tho' 
•thou art as an )4ngel for thy Perfedions, yet Mab' 
mut is but S Man, fubjeifl to. a th;^ufand Frailties. 
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Pity hiin, and contiaue to afford him thy fs^e Coun" 
fel ; reft alfo affurM, that among all hi§ iDfirmities^ 
he fUU retains inviolable AEFedions, and dutiful Re- 
gard for the Tenet* of God's Prophet. 

Paris, zzdof the zd Mom, 
of the Tear 1666. 
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To the Kaimacham. 

THOU may'ft report it to the Divan £ot a 
Certainty^ that Mirammud the Son of the 
Xeripb at SalUe^ is taken Prifbner by the French. 
.That bold Youth has iongrovM the Seas uncon- 
trourd; has done many Injuries to the Cbriftiam^ 
fiUM Sallee with Slaves :. Now he himfelf is become 
a Captive. Such Is the Fortune of War by Sea and 
Land; to day triumphant and victorious, to mor- 
row vanqaifhM and in Chains. 

Yet he loft- not his Honour with his Liberty, ha- 
ving bravely defended his VelTeJ, and ftrew'd the 
Decks with (IdughtcrM French ; till over-pov^'cred 
with Numbers, he was compeU'd to yield. His 
Enemies extol his Courage, and the Greatnef<; of his 
Mind, which would not fmk under the PrefTure of 
th!s Misfortune. He feem^d to have the Command 
of himfelf, ( which is the moll glorious Victory ) 
and fuffer'd not his free-born Soul to be led Cap- 
tive by his Paflions j but behav'd himfelf with fuch 
an even Temper, as plac'd him above the Pity of 
his Enemies, and rather made him the Subjefl of 
their Emulation. He is bpught to the Court, 
where he is entertainM as a Gueft, rather than as a 

L 4 Prifoner: 
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Prifoner: Being invited to their Bai?qucts, . Mafks, 
Plays , and' other bivertifementj. Neither is he 
debarred the Privilege of Hunting, which might 
give him the faireli Opportunity to cfcape. But he 
is ignorant of the Language of this Country j and 
few' of the French underftand M?r^yr^; So that it is 
almoft impoffible {of Jiim to make any .Piirty , or 
confult his Flight, unlefs the King's Interpreter 
fhould ailiil him. Befides, the French have a higher 
Opihi(5n'af lltstj^eTbltfy; than lo' apprehend^fuch 
an in grateful Jletufn of^the^Rppl Ufage he finds in 
this Court J "' > ; - I ' • 

As for Mahmifti he hgs not a$ yet made Kimfclf 
known to this brave CaptiVe: But if the Minifters 
of the Dizian fhall think it the Intercft or Honoyr 
'of the SMimi Porte''' to\c'n^^6'm this AfFair, I 
Want hvttz-Comffrffflonio (cz Mirammui (af^ JifliofC 

Ml Jlfrtek\\ ' ', J* ^ * :' 

' I vvill hof}w2arJ'ai5y^ thing in an Afehr,Qf this 
importance, w5fti6ut an Order from my St/p/ri^r-t* 
'^When their Pleifufc is Ofjce knowti, ;he Etecutioti 
IhalH^e fwift: Tvyait for' tHy Commands, asforja 
Decree of Dcftiny, ^hicE^carinot hfi repealed. 

The Gqd of our Fathers, who multiply'd the 
Seed of IJhmnel as the Grafs of the Field, and gave 
them the Sovcreign^r over many Nations^ grant that 
thi: Stt^/ime- Pofte, which is the Nurfery of the 
Faith/uli ma'y.ahvays take fuih'Ule^fures as fhalJ ad- 
>ance the Intercft of the MuJJu/man Empire. 

Faris, \^thoftheidM6m, 
$f the Year i666. 




LET- 
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LETTER VII. 
^0 Hamel Mufetddm, Xef iph- <5^ Sallcc^ 

THY Son is no longer a CaptmyhitzCongue^ 
ror : His firft Appearanqe before the I^aidiea.- 
©f this Court was an Eqaivalent tp his Ranibcr. He: 
13 like to do thee greater Service by his Chains^ than' 
when he rang'd the Seas. His Beauty may do morc^ 
Mifchief in France than ail thy Ships of Wir;- 
iince it hath dready created fuch Rivallhips andFa-^ 
^ions among the Fair Sete,. as engages the French 
Gallants on many unhappy Rencounters y sind in % 
Kttle Time it will be difficuR for the intercftei: 
Sparks . to meet and part with unfheath'd Swords^ 
Libels. and Panegyricb divide the Studies of th«^ 
Wits^ while one flatters » inother -lampoons th^: 
amorous F«ma]es; and Miramamd, th«tilludlriou|^ 
Skve, is all the Talkr' In a word, hte finds Roya^ 
Ufage, having the Liberty of the Court i- aod all ar^^ 
pleafed with his graceful Deportment, and undii* 
gulfed Converfation. Every one aiffedU his Coovv 
pany, and he has the Fate oJF Princes,. .Newr ta h^ 
alone. His Skill in Riding and throwing thi9^Iya<i<^ 
Bas inflamM .the noble Youth vvkh mandal £mttlfir]<7 
pns. They efteem M^rtf/tr^i^tkeinolltaecoi]apU(Wd^ 
Peifohof tiisiige, ^ ■.;:••; 

Can^ft ihou now repine at Uiy Son? f^hn^ 
l^hraldona ? A Optiviev that loads him' wicb t^f 
Aiany Honours ? Th^t lays J^^Xof^arors ^.him 
Feet, and fubdues all Hiearts to his ma4ch|«^ Perr 
^dlions ? His Followers ^ find Fnei^d0iip among; 





in BdrSary, I tdlJ thee^ thy Son is fo admir'd and? 
bv*dy thatail thy TreaAire cannot redeem him^ The: 

L- ^ BremJU 
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trench ate generous, and fcorn to fell the Brave for 
Gold. They will iooner give thee thy Son ag^in.. 
expeding &om his Gratitude a Recompence furpai^ 
iing the Value of Money; that is, an inviolable ob- 
fcrving the Conditions of Peace, which j they fay, 
thou haft fo often broke. Thy Ambajfadors are ex- - 
pe^ed'here,. to confummate a laiting Friendfhip* 
When that is done, thou wilt quickly fee thy Son 
return, attended' by a numerous Train of Fnnch^^ 
who have vow*d to follow his Fortune through the. 
World, fo long as he draws not his Scymetar againft* 
their King. 

I have difptch'd an Account of this Adventure. 
to the Kaimathaftty that fo ^tfublime Perte, whicR 
gives the Law to all the Kings on Earthy may inte- 
reft itfelf on thy Behalf. The French feem to have 
t profound Attach to the Ottoman Empire : Whether. 
it proceeds not more from Fear, and the Princi- 
ples of Policy, than. from, any real Love to the 
MuJfulmanSy I will not determine. They fpekk re- 
i^erently df^ tht Grand Signior; covet his Friendlhip,v 
tnd applaud the vi6torious Enterprizes of the Trui- 
Believers. Indeed they are naturally a martiarPeo- 
plc, and honour all Men of brave Spirits and daring 
Kefolution*. They have this particular Reafon alfo 
to-bcar Friendfhip to i\i^ Invincible OfmanSy becaufe- 
we are alniofi continually in Wars with the Houfe 
ef^Juftrlay the old Enemy o^Fr/ince. The Germans 
are* wont to fay. That the Dragon*i Head and Tait 
are in Conjun^on, when the Turks and t)\t, French' 
ittvade the Empire at the fame Time. The(e aro. 
BUmber*d'amongft thtConfiellations by AJlrolbgers^, 
tO' which the Germttm allude in this Proverb j- be- 
• iiig: ever jtaldusof fome private Treaty betweea, 
IJt^^Siiltan and the French Court, 

Go D, who is the WKeft of the Wifeff, iiiftrua' 
dlWto adjttft thy Differences happily ^^ith this no- 
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ble Nation, that fo thou may^ fee thy Son again in 
Tcacc Sit Sa/ke, 

Paris^ i\tb of the id Meon^^ 
of the Tear 1 666; 



LETTER VIII. 

To Pefteli Hali, Ini Brotbtr, Mafter of 
the Cuftoms at Conftaiitinople. 

UPON my Word, thy Letter came m a criticaT 
Hour, to prevent, for ought I finow, more 
Mifchief than could have been repaired again all the 
Days of my Life. I have but juft taken my Eyes off 
from it, and fet Pen to Paper, to exjprefs my Thanks 
to thee for the Care thou tak'ft of thy cxil'd Brother s 
for the Poft goes this Night, and'I bive appointed to 
meet Eliacbim the Jew with fome Armenians with- 
in thefe few Minutes. It had been an unfortunate 
Meeting for me, had not thy Plfpatch come fo op* 
portunely to give me Warning of 'our Coufm^tf^y^— 
marC^ Perfidy,: For thefe Furrd Caps ait his Spies* 
and Confidents. The back Blows of Tagot^ Nigidher^ 
'and the Great Devil be, upon hinx and them. What 
£kye t done to that uhgratefurVillain, to meritfuch- 
ill Offices from him Y But upon thee be the Mercies, 
of God, the Favours pf his Prophet, and the Bene- 
di6Hons of all good Men and Angels: For tHoa art: 
to me as one of the Watchers above, more, than ft ^ 
Brother: Thou art the TiUelar Genius of^arylAkt^ 
my good Damon in Time of Danger.' 

We had defignM this Evening for a private Fan- - 
quetof Wine, which » thou knowcft, dilates the: 
tt^arts^of Mortals, unlocks Secrets, and makes th«; 
'' ^ L.6 moft^ 
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moji referv'd Manui the Wodd too talkative and 
open. ' ' 

I keep as great Guard upon my Tongue, per« 
haps> as another; but Gpix knpws how/ar I might 
have been tempted by fuch good ,Com|>a)y, ,to let 
it loofe for the Sake of Difcourfe : For \hefe Fel- 
lows are foft as the Air in their Addreis and£on- 
verfation ; they appear as innocent as Santcms^ &i- 
cere as HaJgi^j, loy^l and courtly ai :th&r Pages of 
the Serair. They woold whcidfe hinety fimc of ^r- 
gui^s Eyes out of his Head fuccf%ely, before he 
inifTedone. '"' ' ^' ' ■ " ' 

They canie irtt fo farit as Merchants ; and no 
doubt but SolymaH had given ^em InHrudtions how 
to infinuate intp E/iacbimy Acquaintance^ and Q) by 
Degrees into mine.' For that honeft y^o;' trades 
with People of all KaSons and Charafters. " 

However irbe, I remember th^ v try Words whick 
thou infertcdll \p thy Letter, were fpoken by' Ipc 
in Company with thele' Infidels. But I fliajl find a 
Way to be even wjth them^ and Seljman too^ beforQ 
thcyll dream of it. 

In the mean time, I pray heartily, that if ever it 
fliall be thy Misfortune to be in the like Peril ; Dc- 
fliny or Chance, Pf oVidence or Fate, ipay faife fpmc 
Friend to give th^e a Caution, and that thoujnay^ft 
Aot, with the unha|>py Cafar, negledl to xead it ip 
time. 

Tm liow going to encounter theft Gtafini per*- 
)iaps i ihail catch *em in their owii Snares. If nd^ 
tU fecure they {hall not catch nie^ 

Dear Pe^/i, may thy Soulrcpofe undejr th^FoK 
tcflio^ofCbd.; 

* Paris> 1/ 0/t.ie $fh i|f<wisr, 
qf.tb^Tiar i6o6u 

LET- 
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L E T T E R IX. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 

TO v^hoxn fhould I complain in my Ad\reriity> 
but to my Friend \ J have been more em- 
bai^fsM ^ivitbip thefe tip^o M^ms^ than through aff 
the former Courfc of my Life. TrouWcs of divers 
Kinds thronj^ in upon me. I fecm like a Butt or 
Mark, whereat every Sp^ies of Mssfirtuney like a 
&:ilfu} Ai'ch^r, direds thef^tal Arrows of its Ma-^ 
lice. lam near over- whelmed with Calamities. Hea* 
ven and Earth are itt againft me, and ail the Ele- 
ments confpirc my Ruin. Yet no Perfecntion ap- 
pears fo terrible as that of Men, nor any Affli^lioii 
(0 poignant as that which propeeds from the Ingram 
titude aiid Perfidy of my own Countrymen^ Perfohs 
related to me by Blood. 

Age and inuch Sicknefs horp confip'd me to my 
Bed for a cpniiderable Time, which b no fmall AI* 
}oy to huma^ Happiaefs. But to render me per« 
fedlly miferable, the Afr>t/?<r/ of the Porte are 
angry with me for being old and infirm , and for 
not continuing to fcrvc t}ic Grand Signm with the 
£ime Vigor and Strength aa formerly : filfe what 
mean the frecjuent Reproaches they fend me, whRft 
I am not it^ a Condition to anfwer them, or make 
tn Apolo^ for my fcin WqhW ihey have me im- 
^orta) • and Proof agsdnfl jthe Sitrokes of Deftiny 
and JDeath, whi^h thou juiow^ are unavoidable I 
When I vya$ in my Prime, he^hy and ftrong asati 
Eagle , tliey encouraged me with the Edreit Pro-; 
xnifes in \h& World, tetiing me I (houki never want 
for Mprieyi or the fooieftipn of the Grand Signior. 
Vet feven then I receiv'd not my Penfion without 
Murmuri and obfcure M^Q^cesw So hard a Thin^ 
k it £m: Courtier to. be toiich'd with any Man*ifl 

Necef- 
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Neceffities. But now they threaten plaii^y to (lop 
aU farther Suppliesy unle& I will grow young 
again, and do BuGnefs as biifldy as when Td num-' 
ber'd but thirty Summers. Thus they fcrve poor 
Mabmut, as we ufe Oranges and Lemons, whole* 
vital Spirit when we have fucked out, we throw 
the reft away as unprofitable. Yet not one of them 
will contribute in the leaft to my Recovery. On- 
ly the generous -Cara Hali^ our beloved Friend; 
hearing of my Malady, fent mt a ftrange tbymh 
w/ liquor, with the cckbrated ConfiQitn ElRazi^ 
fome BizooTy and the mod precious Balm of Oi- 
ltad\ air prepared to my Hand, with Direflions, 
and feal'd with an authentick Signet. 

Thefe indeed had a marvelbus Operation on me. 
I tried them but Ycftcrday, and find myfelf fud- 
derdy reftor'd to fome D^ees of Heakh, as by a 
Miracle. Whether it be t4ie vaft Efteem I have for 
that excelknt Phyfician,with the Confidence Ire- 
pofe in his Skill and Judgment, has had fome In-- 
fiuence on me, or what elfe I know not ; (yet we 
vfe to obferve, that the Patient^s good Opinion of 
his Phyfician is half a Cure :) However, thefe fo- 
vercign Medicines have infpired me with a new 
Energy : And had X not other Affliftions to break 
my Heart, I could' ailmoft promife myfelf to reach' 
tiic Ageof iV^ar. But my unfortunate Stars wiU 
have it othenvifc, and I am refign'd to Delliny. ^ 
- Thou know'ft my Coufin Stflyman the Turiant- 
Maker, and art no Stranger to his Humours and 
Fortune i what an^unfettled Man he has been ia 
the whole Courfe of his Life; that no Employ- 
ment could ever pleafe him, nor he be long fix^d 
in any Place. How he has rambled from Conflan- 
tinople to Scutari^ from thence to Cbaiced&Mf &c. 
always murmuring- agahift Heaven, and complainr 
ing of his hard Fate, in that he was not bred a 
Courtier, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thiiilg' but 

what 
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what he reall/ is. Thou art acquainted alfo with 
ibme of his religious Caprices* how he is addi^- 
ed to doing the Book, makiBg the tripple Knot, 
and to a thoufand other foolifh Superflitions ; by 
which, wiiilft he afpires at the Chara^lcr ofa Sage* 
or a cunning Man, he renders himfelf more con- 
temptible than an Idiot » forfeiting the Edeem of 
all wife and good Men, for the Sake of a little- 
Fame and noiij Charadler among the empty giddy 
Multitude; 

But after all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger 
to his fecret Malice, and the Rancour with which* 
he perfecuted me, his poor exiPd Uncle. I my 
fclf was deceived by the fub!ile Apology he made- 
fome Years ago, for the Sknders his Tongue liad 
uttcr'd; when he transftrr'd aH the Guilt of that 
Injury on ^ir4/^/>9, Ifihaviy the B/ack Eunucby smd 
MiffgiCapOg/aniyMificrofiht Pages. But now; 
£mcon\dnc'dhe is a Tray tor, a Villain, and a Fel- 
kw void of Faith and Honefty. 
• ]^reeeiv*d.a Letter from him within thefc feven- 
Days, full of tender and iniinuating Ezpreffions, 
thanking me for all the good Offices I had done* 
him, and for my feafonable Counfel in feveral Cafes r 
Srofeffing alfo at the fame time an inviolable- 
Friendih]p> and that he would make it his Study 
to do' Bie fome eflSeftual Service. Yet the next 
Poft brought me a Difpitchfrom my Brother P^- 
^e/i Halt, wherein he bid^rac beware o^S^/j^man ; 
afliiring me, that he had go6>d Reafon- to (ufpcA 
that Coufin of mine had fome ill Defign upon 
me. This is certain, fays my Brother, Solyman- 
boafls to his Familiars, not without fome Infult, 
that there is not a Word or AAion efcapes his- 
Uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he is foon informed of" 
it at Conftatitinople. And that which confirms me 
"ia the fame Jealoufy with Pefteli^ is. That he infcrts 
in his Letter to. me fome Paifages and Dircourfes^ 

V^rbos 



232 Letters Writ hy Vol. VL 

Vcrb^timy whkh I muft needs own to have been be- 
tween me and EUachim the yetp, with two or three 
uirminian Mcfchant«j^ in our moft private Meetings 
at Eliacbim*s Houfe or ray Cfaflmber. Thefe he 
learnt from fome of Solymanh moft intimate Com- 
panions. 

What can I make of all this, but that thefe i/r- 
fttinians are oi Soly man's Qcm^d^y his Frivad^Sy hi» 
Chroneis, Sec. whom> having Buiioefs .of dieir own 
at Paris, that perfidious Wretch has engaged to fry 
into my Secrets, to ^ive him a conftant Account of 
what Difcoveries they make, and if poffiWc to tre~ 
pan me into fpme irrecoverable Error in my Con- 
duft, that fo he may finally ruin me. i 

O Mahomet t What is bwoanc of the Reverence 
due 10 thy f acred Name, to thy Law, and to twe 
Bfiok penn'd in Heaven f Where is the Muffulman 
Faith and Integrity} The religious Failnefs of 
Friendfhip; with y^feich our Fathers prc^'d ap one 
another in the Service of Qis^/ and the Empire of Tnee^ 
Believers f Bat there is no seedof exclaimiiigagafnft 
Faith and Piety on this Account: Huniian Natvu'e it 
felf is refponfible for the Bafenefs and Ingratitude of 
my Kinfman. He no longer deferves the Chara^er 
of a Man I advife thee to ihtm his Company as a 
Peily a walking Contagion among Mortals. 

, In a word, dear Dgnet, let not thou and I fuffep 
our felves to be carried away by a vain Pity or Tenr- 
dernefs for ^ny Man, tho* he be the Son of a Mo- 
ther's Sifter, nnce there is np Truft in Ficfh and 
Blood : But let us learn the Maxims of French Wif- 
^tf;s9, which teach Men to lay the Foundation of their 
own Happnefs^ in. finiling at the Misfortunes o£ 
©thcrs. • 



Paris, iJ^tbeftbe &th Moofi^ 
(f the Year i666» 



T- 
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: LE T TiE R X. 

^To,fid.mttj -.Reis-Effendi, .Principal Se- 
cretary pf.the Ottonian Empire. 

B^irideyhe general Gi^gra^Urs of Countries and 
J the People iii^al^itiAg there, it is ttcccflary for 
"thee ti be'inforiped 6f particular Emergencies, and 
Tiich Event's ^i dcfervd a Place in the Eternal R^" 
cords, of the Ottitn^n Monarchy, the Fifth and Laft in 
the World, That fo the Mini'fters of the Augufl 
Divan y the deftin'd 4rbitrators of the Univerfe^ 
Judges of all Ifuman Affairs^^si^ C9U^J'eIIors of the 
Oreat Sultan, naay in the facred Code, as in a Mir- 
jror^ Jbejiold whatever happens ii) tjie diftant ClifnatfJ 
worthy of Reniack. 

' After the Salutations, therefore, .procbedingfrqm 
profound Humility , entire ,Refpe6l , apd. perfe<St 
Friendihip, know that a devouring Peftidnce has 
lately made a fatal Decimation in the EngHJb Terri- 
tories, efpeciaJly in.Z»(7//d'^/7, the Capital City of tjiat 
JJlandy where above a Hundred thoufand Soulis, 
(truck with Invincible Darts from Gooj went off 
the Stage of Human Life^ .in lefs ^han Six Mpoos 
devolution. * 

The dire Contagion by Degrees fpread farther 
through the adjacent Provinces, and reach'd the 
mod remote and folitary Corners of the I,auid : 
Death fet his Standard up, proclaiming open War 
againft the Inhal?itants ; with flying Troop* of 
Mortal Plagues, he ravag'd over the Ifle, filling all 
Paits with doleful Cries and Lamentations : The 
Cemeteries were^ not large enough to bold the Car- 
cafles "offuch as fell before the dreadfql Conqueror: 
But open Fields were turned to Sepulchres, and 
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cnunxnM with Spoils of Human Race : An univcr- 
fal Defolacioii reiga'd : Death celebrated cruel Tri- 
umphs every where. 

Such as pretend to Aftrologj and hidden Sdeneej, 
will have this to be an EiFeft of the late Comt 
which appeared at the End of the Year 1 664. whilft 
others attribute it to nearer Natural Caufes ; and 
fome conclude it is a Judgment fent from Heatmt 
on that Rebellious People, who a few Y^ars befdi-e 
had involved the Nation in a Civil War, and bar- 
baroufly maiTacred the King. God only knows 
the Truth that is concealed from Man. 

Thou mav'll regifter al(b. That the ^ueen- 
Mother of France is newly dead, and the Crook- 
backed Prince of Conti. On which Account, this 
Court is now in Mouming,And the Churches hung 
with Black, whilft melancholy Bells perpetually 
invite the Living to pray for the deccafed Royal 
Souls ; and deep^bafsM Qrg^ Pipes breathe out 
incefTant doleful Afpirations, founding like inarti- 
culate Prayers, and funeral Sighs for the departed. 
In this the NaTuireves approach near to the Faith 
of True Believers. They give Alms alfo, as we 
do, and fettle Stipends on certain Priefts and Der- 
viches, to mumble over daily MaiFes for the Dead i 
which is an evident Sign, that they have Hopes 
of Immortality, and l6ok for the Refurre^on. 
Douhtlefs, there's fomething Good at the Bottom 
of all Religions, though it be overlaid with Errors 
and Corruptions. 

God direft us through the Meanders, which 
Human Frailty involves us in ;' and grant every 
Mttjfttlman a particular Chart and Compafe, where- 
by to ftecr his Courfe through the uncertain Trafts 
of mortal Life; that he may at laft arrive in Pa- 
radife. For we fhaU never find the Way thither 
by general Rules. 

IDu- 
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Illudridus Hsmit, I pray that thou and I may at 
a deflinM Hour encounter one another in the 
Walks of Edetiy there to converfe under immortal 
Shades near to fome warbling Stream of matchieis 
Wine or Water; to revolve our pad Fatigues on 
Earth, and to careTs our felves in the Security of 
cndlefs Bli6. 

Paris, \^tb tf the ytb Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. 



X E T T E R XI. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

THou and thy feigned Mtjjjias be damned toge- 
ther for Company f Mufl I be baulked of my 
Moneys for the Sake of your new Sitperftition ? How 
manv Meffias*s have ye had, Twenty iivt at leaft, 
befides the Son of Marj^ who is acknowledged and 
blefs^d for ever? Maft all the World be bubbled to 
Eternity by the Fables of your Nation \ Curie upon 
your Rabbles ^and Cochams^ jLhofe Pimps to the more 
religious Debaucheries of Moirtals. NaPban, I took 
thee for another Manner of Man* However, if thou 
art a fworn Servant to SabbatiSepi the new Sbam- 
King of the JetoSy I have notlung to fay to it : Do 
as thou wilt. But, I dare be a Prophet fo far as go 
tell thee, thou wilt be curfedly left in the Lurch, 
with the reil of the Fools, thy bigottcd Brethren. 
Let what will be, it behoves thee as an honeft Man 
to tranfmlt the Bills that are entruded to thet. 
Whether Sabbat iSevi^ Benjofepbyox Ben David be 
the Name of your ezpeded Mejftas^ I would not 

have 
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have Ben Saddi degenerate. Continue thou Faith- 
ful, and the Few others that are entrufted with th*fe 
SuHime Affairs : and let all the reft of the Common 
yezas go to Gebenna, or to the Fak of Tcp^e^ which 
youpleafe.' But I would fain have thee in the Num- 
ber of the Righteous, who Ihall poflcfs Paradife. 
Some of thy Letters have encouraged me to hope 
for this, but thy laft makes me almoft defpair of 
feeing thee happy-either inTZ'/V World or the Next : 
For, thou writeft like one in a Frenzy, ravihg on 
CJbimera's of ftrange Honour, Glory and Power, 
which thou (halt fhordy enjoy in the Kingdom of 
thy fentaftick Mejjias \ thou art alr&dy a Prince 
in thy own Conceit. 

For God's fake , Nathan, wean thy felf from 

thefe religious Fondnefles: Awaken thy Reafon, 

which is the diftinguUhing Charaftcr of a 'Man. 

Examine the Grounds of this new Delufion ; fearch 

into the Birth and Oiigmoi SabbatiSevi, and thou 

-wilt find him to dcfcend of an obfcare and bafe Pa- 

'iJCntage ; his JPather being= but a Kind of ^udgrcl 

.Jeso, and by pirofe^ffion '•n Uforer, which is forbid 

:by the written' Law of Mofis, -and in the Great AI* 

i£§r an \ti& accounted Execrable : His Mot her a Wo- 

tinanof the Curds, fufpeifted for a Witch, in regard 

iiaaft of that Infidel Nation praflifeMagrck^ Arts, 

uind. Diabolical Charms. And 'tis not altogether 

.improbable, that your counterfeit 'M^/i>w«»edu* 

catcd privately by her in the fame Studies, wkenee 

-he learn'd the Methods of Bnchahtments and'IlJji^ 

lions, to deceive theSenfes, and impoTe on the Rea» 

• ion of Mankind. 

I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more 
Eyes on him and his Anions, than he is -aware ofi 
and I my felf at *his Diftance haverecelvM a par- 
ticular Relation of his Life, from fuch as knew him 
a. Youth at ^yrna, the Plaae of his Nativity; He 
isaccus'd of many Vices and -Ex^ravaganccs^daring 

his 
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hk early Years* His GxnveHation was wild and dif- 
fokte, being a noitd Inamorato or Stallion overall 
that City- Forwhichy andfome other Crimes, he 
was expelled the Synagogu€^ and banifhM from Smyr- 
noy by the mutual ConTent of the Muffulman Cadt^ 
and your: own Ruler^^ ^ He* wasalfo excommunica- 
ted by the Rabbd as a Heretidc, ^br broaching cer^ 
tain Do6lrine& repugnant to yotir Law, and the ge« 
neral Faith of the Jewi4 Ail which canifot but be 
. prevailing AecQmmendatioBs of himtQth&O&eof 
Miffi4S4^v Xing oilJrML 

From thence he rambled up find down the Mo* 
rea and other Provinces of Gr^ere, leaving a Memo- 
rial of Infamy, wherever he fet his Foot ; continu* 
ally marrying and divorcing of Wives, debauching 
of Virgins, and frequenting the Company^of Harlots, 
till thofe Countries grew weary of him, and threat- 
ned to chaAife his Wickedneis.- Then hepai^^d 
over into Syria and Faleflinei beginning to fet up 
for a Reformer of your Law, and ^xjerufalem Or 
penly profefiiog himfelf tobea Me£ias; whereby 
he drew a Rabble of Lunaticks and frantick People 
after him. But as for the Senion and Governors, 
they have reje^ed him as an ImpoHor. 

ConiiAtv^NathaBf the Fate that befel Ben Cocbab^ 
as he caird himfelf, that is, the Son of a Star, who 
pretended to be the Melfias in the Days of Adrian^ 
Ei^iperor of tjie Romany ; refled on the Calamities 
which overwhelm'd him and his Followers, to the 
Number of Four Hundred ThoUiand Jetas ; who 
all fell with their Falfe Prophet^ Sacrifices to thejull 
Revenge and Fury of that dncens'd Monarch : For 
they had impudently boafted, that by fuch a prefixed 
Time, he (hould be taken Captive and deposed 
from his Throne- by. the Meillas, who /houldaiiUnie 
the Imperii. Dignity, and all the World {houJd 
obey him. Bujt w^cn t^ioife who furviv*d the 
Sla\;^i£r:Qf.th^,firfthceB, refiedcdon the Au- 
thor 
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thor of fo tragical a Cataflropbe, they chan^d his 
Name in Contempt and Hatred, calling him no 
1 mger Ben Cocbab, the Son of a Star, h\xtBarCu' 
ziSa, the Son of a Lie, a Falfe Prophet, and Sedu- 
cer of the Brethren. 

Thou hail all the Reafon in the World, to have 
no better Opinion of Sabbati Seviy fince he is rejefl- 
ed by the wifer fort of Jetos^ and has not performed 
one Miracle in Confirmation of his pretended 
Melliasihip. Neither has any uncommon or preter- 
natural Appearance happen*d before or fince he af^ 
fumM this Dignity. Whereas all your Rabbles teach, 
that no lefs than Ten Eminent and Remarkable Pro- 
digies fhall precede the coming of your Meflias. And, 
I remember thou thy felf about Ten Years ago 
fenteA me a Letter much to the fame Efie£l, telling 
me, that certain monftrous Sons of Men Hiould 
come from the Ends of the Earth, whofe Eyes fhall 
be as venemous as Bafilifisy with a great many other 
Stories of like Nature. 

Haft thou forgot this, Natkaiiy or art thou fo far 
infatuated with the bold Impoflures of this impu- 
dent Deceiver, as for hb.fake, to deny thy former 
Faith, reverie thy own Sentiments, and difannul 
the Traditions of thy Do6lors ? For fhame rouzc 
np thy intelleftual Faculties, and fuffer not thy 
Reafon to be lull'd aficep by the preftigious Um- 
brages and Charms of a lewd Vagrant, a Wizard, a 

Cheat. 

Have but Patience, at leaft, till thou fee thofe 
Signs accomplifti'd which are to uiherin your Me(^ 
fias, before thou give up thy felf to fo dangerous a 
Credulity. Let the Sun Mt emit thofe peftilential 
Vapours, which Ihall kill a Million of the Kopbrim^ 
or InfidelSy every Day, as yovix' Traditions threaten. 
Let that Luminary be alfo totally eclipsed for the 
Space of Thirty Days. In a word, let all the 
ether Piodides come to pafs, which thoa thy felf 

didft 
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did ft once fo paffionately believe : And then I pro- 
iriifethee, on the Word of 2l Muffu /ma ff, that I will 
be thy Pro/elyUf and embrace thy Law, and adore 
thy Meffiasj on Condition, that otherwife thou 
Wilt be my Convert, believe the Alcoran^ and obey 
the MefTenger of God, the Laft and Seal of the 
Prophets; 

Paris, 1 ith of the ()tb Moortp 
of the Tear 1666. 



LETTER XII. 

To the . Kainucham . 

I Am afraid the Divan will be oblig*d to fend a- . 
nother Agent to Vienna j to fupply the Place of 
Nathan Ben Saddi^ who is running mad after the 
new Mcflias of the Jetos. There is no doubt but 
thou and thd other Happy Miniflers, refidingat the 
augufi Porte have heard of a certain Impoftor at Smy- 
na, by NzmtSai^ati Sevi, of HeSrezo Race, who 
calls himfelf the On/y begotten Son of God, MeJJias^ 
and Redeemer of Ifrae I i and what Multitudes of do- 
ting credulous Jews he draws after him. So that there 
is a Schifm broke out between them, and they are di- 
vided into Two contrary Factions, both in Smyrna^ 
and all over the £ire//^/< It is impoffible that thefe 
Things fhould be concealed from thtRefplendent Seat 
of FamSy fince they have reach'd even our Ears who 
dw^cJl at this Diftance : Nay, there is hardly a Pro- 
vince ot City in z\\t\it Weft, which has not rccciv'd 
Intelligence offo remarkable a Novelty. 

I have received a Dtfpatch fromZeidi Aimanzi at 

I Venice, wherein he informs me, that all the y^«&*/ of 
Italy are preparing to Vifit the Holy Land^ and to fee 
the 
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the Fac6 of their long expcfted Mefl&, who thej 
now believe is really come on Earth, and is^ that 
Sabbati Sevu ^t Smyrna.' They'areTetJing their 
Affairs as faft as they can, acquitting themtelves From 
all worldly Engagements « and tho(e who are devout, 
give themfelves up to Prayef and Mortifications ; 
whilft others fpend their Time in Feafting, Danchig 
. and all manner of Mirth. He fays, jbme of 
them will fit or ftand^up to the Nofe in water, for 
Four and Twenty Hours together/ And this they 
do in Imitation o^ Adatfti Penance, according to 
x\\t\x Tradition: For they are taught, that the F/r^ 
Father of Mortals aftft he^ wai*baoifh!c! froin Para- 
di/e, as a Puniihment for his Sin, flood a Hundred 
and Thirty Yea« ttogahor'iii- Witter thUs reaching 
to his Noftrils. 

Oeher) of thcfefupetffifioa8Peo{>Ic,' willfitnafccd ' 
many Hours together -on a H^Jlp-of P(fmrej, till 
they're almod ftung to Death* A third Sort dig 
their own Graves, andgoingdovvninto^hem, caufe 
themfelves to be covered all over with E^rth, ex<* 
cept only their Faces ; and in this Condictoii' they 
wil lie till they are almoftfamifti'd. 

Jn the mean while, they fend circular Letters 
from all Parts, congratulating each others aj^bach- 
ing Happiftefs and Deliveranc'c from the Opprefli- 
on of the GefftiUj : For fo they term all that are not 
of their own Nation, And in thefe mutusll AddiW-^ 
fesy they fail not to prophecy,- That their Mefiias 
fhdl, in fuch a Moofi, go to .the. Great Tyrant, JCing 
of the Ifmaeliies^ and Lord of ^\ the Children of Mir 
ab and EdQm% (fo they blafpheme our glorious iS«A 
tari,) That he fiiall depofe him from his Throne^znd 
lead him away Capdve ; after which. he fhallhaVe 
the Dominions 0f the whole Earth kid at his Feet. 

With fuch Kind lOf wild Stuff, do thefe dduded 
People Hatter one another and themfelves, as i£ in . 
a litdc time they were to be Lerdt of all things. So 

that 
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tliat no Trading or Commerce goes forward among 
thcm« an Hr^Vflrfal 'Stop is'fur to Sfl BUfineis, it 
being cftccm'd an inexpiable Sin, to follow their 
Trades in the Days of the MeffiAs^ who is to enrich 
them with the Wealth of all Nations. 

*^nge Rumours are fpread abroad of the Re- 
turn of the Ten bribes over thq River Sabbation^ who 
were carried away Captives by Snlmanaffar King of 
Jf/Jyria, and net^r were heard of fincc, till they now? 
ilifcourfe of their being enttimji'd in xht.DeJifrt of 
Mount Sinai, in their March to the WijMaHd, 'Tii 
reported alfo, that a miglity Fleet of Shipi'were fcen 
at Sea, whofe Sails were of Satin, and their Stream- 
ers bore the Figure of a Lion, with this Infcription, 
^be Lion of the Tribe ^ Judah. 

The Cbrijiianskcm aftonifh'd at thefe things, yeC 
fome look on 'em only as Dreairts. As for honeft 
Eliacbim here, he is no more mov'd at thefe things 
than I; only he laughs at the Folly of the creduIoQs 
World, and curfes th6 Jews for bringing fuch Con- 
tempt on themfelves and their Pofterity. But Nathan 
is like one Hag-ridden, ol- delird by the Lamia of the^ 
Night. He has loft all Reafon, and 'twill be no'Iefs 
than a Miracle that muft reftore it again. 

Sage Miniftety whilft thefe execrable People thus 
Idfc themfelves for the Sake of their counterfeit MefL 
Jiasy let. us continue ro honour th6 true One, even 
Jefus the 9bn of Mary, who is now in Paradifey and 
our holy Prc/M with liim. *. 

Paris, \ft of the gth Moon, 
cf the Tear x666. 
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LETTER XIII. 
ToMuTzt^ Baila. 



XiII8 htthftn a confiderable Year of A£lions 
and Events. At the bennmog of it, I fent 
FtrtiJtOL Account of the Death of the ^ueen- 
Mtiber of Fraaa, and of the Prince of Co/it i ; now 
I will further inform thee of a War that is broke ont 
betwreen this CrawM and that of Englund* The Oc- 
Cafionof it was this : The EngUfii and the Ihllanders 
:tnfficking in Anurua^ had had fome Mifunderiland* 
xngs and Feuds about the Limits of their feveral 
Conqnefb in thofe remote ]^arts of the World. The 
Hollanders being the flrongeft, did many Injuries. 
to their Neighbours the Englijky and domineerM 
over them as their Lords. The Englijb relenting this. 
very heinoully, and grown weary of their Oppref- 
fions, fent Complaints to their King. He to re-, 
drefs his Subjefls, ordered his Reiident at the Hague 
to demand ^tisfaflion of the States., They refufed 
to him that Julliccj upon which, he was rcfolvcd 
to haye Recourfe to his Arms, and accordingly pro- 
claimed War ag^nft Holland^ making all necefiary 
Preparations to carry it on. The fame did his Ad- 
Vterfarics. The French King in the mean time was 
obliged by a Treaty with the H^Uandirs concluded 
in the Year 1662, to efpouTc their Quarrels ; yet 
that he might not break with England rafhly, he 
firil fent an Ambaffdior to that Cnurty to mediate a 
Peace. Bat that proving ineffeflual, he proclaimed 
War againil that Nation^ and commanded the Eng- 
lijh Ambajfador to depart bis Kingdom* The Duke 
of Beaufort^ who is Adtniral stS&i, was ordered to 
equip a gallant Fleet, 9,nd jom xhit Dutch Navy; 
whidi he performed ^^ith aol una^baUc Diligence 

- ' and 
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and Expedition. There have been two Combats- 
between thefe Enemies at Sea, and ill both the Dutch 
had the wotft of it : Neither did yjtat French efcape 
without fome Lofs>, having two of their e;reateft 
Ships feverely fhatter'd, and a tlurd taken by the 

Zngltjh- 

The Plague ftill rages vciEndand^ and has almoft 
depopulated whole Provinces. WhiJft a milder Death 
has robbM Trance of one of her greateil Heroes : 
The Count d'Har court, of whom I have often made 
mention, is gone to. celebrate the Triumphs due to 
his Valour and Fortune in another World. 

The Emperor of Germany has at laft married the 
Infanta of Spain^ after abundance of Demurs and 
Hefitations about that BuHncfs. Thefe Nazarenes 
can do nothing with Expedition. The /piritual 
Courts , as .they call them, have more Tricks and 
cramp Words to amufe People with, than an Indian 
Mountebank or Juggler, Neither 2,xt fovereign Prin- 
ces more exempt fro«%, their Jurifdiftion, than the 
mcaneft of their Subjefts: Especially. the. Court of 
Jtome can make or annul Marriages at Pleafure. 
And they are fure to be excommunicated who rc- 
fufe to fubmit to their Orders. This Hoh Court can 
alfo bind or releafe Sins, open or fhut tne Gates of 
paradife^ make a Devil a Saint , or a Saint a DeviL 
In a word, they can. do every thing if there be 
Gold in, the Cafe. Jjut if that be wanting, they can 
do nothing but ihrv^ their Shoulders. 

Thou may'il alfo inform the Divan , that the 
Trench King has given Permiflion to fome of his 
Subjefts, to undertake a Conquell in America, and 
eftablifh a Commerce in that Part of the World. 
Many Veffcls are equipped in order to this Expe- 
dition, and they that are concerned in the Voyage, 
arc as merry as Jajon and his Argonauts, when they 
were preparing to fetch the Goiden Fleece from 
G^/ff^t^. T^at Weftern Continent affords immenfe 

M 2 Riches, 



^ 
I 



344 LiETT^ERs TPrit by Vol, 

>Riches,and tempts all t\it Nat ions in Europe to make 
an Experiment of their Fortune, in gaining one 
Part of it or other. 'Twere to be wiflTd it lay near- 
er to the Ottoman Empire. No Record can difcover 
•the Origin of the Inhabitants. Yet moft Authors 
-conjcfture, that they pafs'd over from the North* 
Eaft Parts of Ajtay where the Strcights of Jnian are 
very narrow, and would invite Sea-faring Men to 
feck new Adventures. Betides, by their being Car' 
Miha/s, it appears very probable. That cither they 
deftended from the Tar tar s^ or the Tartars from 
'them. God alone knows how to adjuft the Diffe- 
lences, and reveal the Secrets of Hifiory. 

firave Bajfa, *Tis no Matter from what Stock wt 
are defcended, fo bng as we have Virtue ; for that 
alone is the only tcae Nobility. God regale thee 
ivith his Favours. 



.Paris, ^oth o/Jhe ^th M^n, 
'^fihiYear »^6^. 
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LETTER XIV. 

to Peftdi Hall, U$ Brother^ Mafter <f 
, ' the Cuftoms, and Superintendant of 
ti>e Arfenal at Conftantinopk.. 



WHEN I hearof thyProfperity, my Heart 
is dilated like his wlio has found hidden- 
Wealth. Yet. I am forry for the Difgrace of the 
good old Man, thy PredeceiTor: Bat we muft not 
eenfure the Comluft of our Superiors. The Juilice. 
of their Anions is not to be call'd in QaeHion.. 
Tht Sultan cannot err. This is an eftabliih'd Max^ 
im in all Monarchies, efpecially in that of the re^ 

As ior.. wha; relates to thee in this new Ad* 
vance thoa bsift made;^: thy own Experience ac- 
^ur*d by masy Years Travel and Obfervatlon in 
fereigB Countries, added to the Knowledge thou 
haft in the -Laws,. Diicl^pline, and Cuftoms of thy 
owiii will be a Efficient Guide to condu^ thee- 
in the Management of thy Buiinefs. Yet defpife. 
not the Counfel of others. A Man is never near- 
er to Ruin, than when he trufts too much to his^ 
ewn Wifdom. Therefore the grcateft Emperors-- 
undertake nothing of Moment raihly or without Ad«- 
vlce. Temerity often blafts the faireft Defigns« 

It will be of particular Import to thee, to hear 
of a tragical Event that has lately happen^ ta 
Rizoitj a great City in Rujfta^ by the Blowing-up 
of the Magazine. This Gunpowder, does j:nore 
Mifchief than Good in the. World. The ^m^ 
dents fought as fuccefsfully with Sows and Ar^ 
iows». Swords and Spears, other Inftruments of 

M.5 War,, 
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War, without running the Hazard of blowing up 
whole Cities into the Air in Time of Peace. And 
they could undermine the (Irongeft Caftles, evea 
thde iituated on Rocks, without the Help of this 
kifcrnal Dull. Nature taught *em to be iiidtxftriom 
in defeating their Enemies, and they fpared no La* 
hour to gain the Vi6lory. Our Fore-ftthers were 
hardy and strong, patient of- Toils and Fatigues: 
They cut their Way into Mountains of Stone, if any 
Place of Strength were built on it, which .they had 

'Occafion to bcfiege. Atjd as they TicW'd away thac 
Part of the Rock which fupported the Walls, they 
nnderpropp'd the Foundation with wobden Pillars : 
And when they had finifh'd their Mines, they ftt 
Fire to certain combuftible Matter, which confu- 
ming thefe Supports, the Walls and Gates that reli- 
ed on them funk down and left the Fortrefi naked 
and open to the Befiegers. 

It had been well for the Inhabitants of RfZdn 
if their-City had been only thus gently diiinantledy 
by fome ^lemy againfl whom they mijght have «f* 
terwards employ *d their Coan^e to defend them- 
selves, or make Compofitlon. But, poor imfortu- 

* nate People, they have felt a ruder Shock, an un« 
merciful Blow of Fate, their Qly beiag in « Mi- 
rutc^ Time, without the icafl Warning* flormed» 
plundered, and laid in Heaps, by an ^emy which 
gives no Quarter. 

Thb Accident happen\i on the i^fh of the lall 

' Moon, about the Hour of Uianamifi. There were 
£ve hundred Barrels of Powder in the Magazine ; 

"and the Force of the Blow was fo violent, that 
befides the Deftmdtion of the City, or at lead 
the beil Part of it, all the neighbouring Vilkges 
round about it felt its &tal Efie^s, fome of their 
ffoufes fhaking as in an Earth^vake;^ pthers falling 

"to Pieces. 

Moredly>. 
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Affuredly, Hwcn is angry with thcfc Infidciv 
siad turns the very Inftrumcnts of their Defence 
ax\d Safety into Scourges for their Chailifement. 
I. formerly fcnt SaUb the Supcrintcndant an Ac- 
count of the like Misfortune that bcfel the City of 
trfavelines in Flandtrs^ and of other terrible Effects 
of the Wrath o^Htaven in the Ltno Countries, One: 
Difaftef follows clofe on the Back of another f- 
yer the Bfjjdeh arc infcnlible and ftupid, as' thejr: 
were in the Days of Noah^ when the Flood 
came and furprized. all the Inhabitants of the- 
Country. That Prophet gave 'em Warning of thc^ 
approaching Danger. He was thite whole Years 
in cutting down Indian Plant-Trees, and preparing; 
flanks. Beams, Pins, and other Neceflaries, and fc-- 
t^cn Years more in Building that wonderfiil Ship.^ 
The Infidels went bv daily, and faw him at Work p 
but they derided the patient Af9ftky and taught 
their Children to mock him, faying, Wbtre is thi' • 
Waur this Ship, is to fail in f After the 4rk was fi- 
iiifli'd, it lay; on the Ground fcven Moons^ till they 
fead thrfce fecrifccdfonw of Mtfjfr's Followers to* 
iheif Idols. " 

It was perfefted-in tfie M6w of XiyV^, and in the 
Moon oiSapbar v/vls the Di^rif of thcChaftifcment 
Sgn*d, which' was to be executed on all oC mortal' 
Ratf, dvc Noab and the Fourfcorc that were with> 
iilm, ' with the two Mrs of every Species, whiclf' 
the Four l^inds, by Gid*9 Appointmenr; cotfefte«ii 
together, and drt)ve into the Jrky and the Sidy of. 
Adamy which was enfhrin'^d and brought to NoaB* 
bv Angels out of the Methm of Mecca, There was 
aflb PbiUmM Ac Good^Prieft of Egypt;Mth his 
whtle Fami/;^. 

Juft. as the determined Ds^r and Hour of the 
29W was eomei- the Prkce or the Country, ftimu- 
bted by his evil Deftiny^^ mounted his Horfe with« 
iomt o£ his Retinue; and havii^ (acrificed . to > 

M.4 thcuM 
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their Idofs^ rode toward the Place where Noah.voA 
his Company were (hut up in ihtJrk, with a'De- 
fjgn to burn it to Afties. He caliM out aJoivl.>dthe 
prophet with Scoffs, faying, O Noah, where Uthfi 
Water in whub ibis Sbip if to fail? It will be with 
you incontinently f replied the holy Man, . before yotf 
€an remove your Station. Come downy thou Dotard^ 
faid the proud Infidel, otherwife I will burn tbu 
and tby Companions with Fire. O miferable Man^ 
(aid Noahy tprn toGo d, for bis Judgments are rea- 
dy tiy burft forth on you. 

The Prince incenfed at this, commanded hi^ 
Slaves to put Fire to the Ark. But whilejie wasyet 
fpeaking, he manifeftly faw the Water jg'ufliingout 
on all Hands roundabout him, and under his Feet. 
Then his Heart was troubled, and full of Angyiffi 
jnd Fear. He hafted to fccure himfelf with his Fa» 
mily and Goods, in the CaJlles which he baci built 
DXi the higiielL Mountams. But alas I the Eartb- 
openM, and brobe like a SpIder^s Web ; ia vibleoi: 
was the Force of the Waters which boiled up eve- 
ry where. The CIowiJs pour'd down vaft.Catafa^ 
of Rain, mixM with dreadful and indipportablc . 
Thunder and Lightning. The miferable hJUeh 
throng*d uppxi one anothej', curfing and bJaTpht- 
mlng their G ods who had deluded *em . Grea^t w ar 
t.he ConfuGon and Cry every where i for fuch> 
Calamity had never been known fince the Moon gavf 
her Light. If any were fo nimble as to reach tbf, 
Foot of a Mountain, yet he could not afcend by reaj- 
fon of Stones which fell on his Head, and Tojrreft tJ 
of boiling Water that ran down upon him, as if it 
had come out of a Cauldron. And fuppofehe had 
reach'd the Top> it had been but a fbirt Delays of 
his Fate ; for, in a word, the Waters fwell'd forty 
Cubits above the higheil MountainS|> and all the li- 
ving; Qdmraf^itni^ P^rifti'dt * 
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Son of my Abfifer, when thoa readeft this Mg^ 
m0if (for it is a Fntgment of an antient Arabici- 
■: Writing) think on the Day of Judgment , which 

AmU fuiprize the Work!» even as the Deluge did.< 
At that Hour, the grcateft Part <rf* Men will not 
ckeam of any foch^thing, till they fee Fkmes and 
Riven of Fire burfting forth from the Springs and 
Fountains which before yielded Water, and Show^ - 
cfrs of Fire defcendingfrom Heaven^ inilead of Rain. 
Fot the Eiemen$s yr'^ change their Courfes, to ac- 
oomplilh the Deerees of him who made them, and^^ 
to confummate the Revenge of the Omnipotent a-. 
gdnft UnhHevirs. . 

r 

« 

Paris, id of the i\ th Mcon, .. 
rf the Teiir 1666. 

L E T T E R Xy.\ 

r "To Ufeph, Baffa. - 

SUrdy, the Gtf<// of the £;3f^///&. arc angry with ^ 
that FeofU^ and the GuardianiSpiritsoflYk^ Iftt 
Have forfook their Charge. I fent a Difpatch at the 
Begmning of this Year, to Mtiratj Baffa i wherein, I 
informed him of '.a . deftruftive P/isi^j^^, raging at ~ 
London^ and m other Parts of the Natien. That - 
Peftilence contmuesftill; but under different Fornas*-. 
to aiTault the living, and augment the Number of • 
t^e Dead.l 

GoD^ only knows the Origin of thefe Epidemi* 
r^/ Contagions; whether they derive their -Pcdi- 
gfee from Be oven or Hetty from the Earthy o»j 
any other Elemenf, Perhaps fome latent Poifons^ 
in the Ah', mix with the Breath of Mortals, and» 
bjr their fubtilc fiaergy , foon diffipate the vital \ 

Ms Flam#;.. 
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Flame of haman Bodies,, like the iirfe^ous Bhfts of 
the Wind ElSaniul m Arabia^ which in a Mo^ 
inent's Timecomniite a Ra^upon the Lives of Tra* 
vcllers, icorching their Spirits upr and leaving on 
the Sands ablackiliff Carcafs of jelly'd Fldh, as 
tho' they- had. been Thunder-lbucL Or, perhaps^ 
fome vgaomous Exhalations fronv the Minerals be* 
Tow, tranfpire through Chinks and Crannies in the 
Earth, to plunder. MorJials of thek Breath,, like to 
the fatal Vapours in the Cave of Diotb, net far 
firom VirgiTz Grot in Italy^ Or, whocan^ tell,. 
But that fome hidden Meteors above, or feme ma* 
Bgnant Siars may fend down whole Battalions of 
cmpoifon'd Atoms^ to invade this Region of Mor^- 
ia/ftyi and in DeatFs Name, King 5 the World 
Invincible, to claim and carty away a. certain 
Number of Ghoftsy pricked down by Deftiny, * 
tribute fe( by FateT However it be, that wholo- 
tJTanditCiXf well be callM, at this time, the Grand 
infirmary of Europe^ where banefuljSlcknrfsmakes^ 
its publick Refidence. The timorous Giafers runi 
from Place to Place, thinking to efcape from* 
Heaven^ all-fearching Purfuivants. They flee 
from popular Towns to Villages; and from tbefe 
again to unfrequented Defarts, Woods,, and 
Hcathsy carrying their Wives- and Children-.with. 
'em, and all the Subftanoe of. their tioufes. The 
Koads. are covered with the. Caravans of doubtful 
PafTengers, v^o dread to think, of going back to 
die contagious Seats they left behind, yet know 
liotwhcre to be receiv'd anew. So general is the 
ConHernatioo, fo ilrong the Fear of thoTe who yet 
furvive, . leil they fhould alfo catch thelnfedtion and 
die. 

.' Bdidfes this, they, havefclt the StrcJcfis of ano- 
dier furprizing Calamity : Ztfijrid^zr, the Capital Qvy. 
of Englandy being newly confum'd by Fire. It 
h nbt certain, yfihtxh&ij)efign ws thfltne firftiinr- 
• - ^- '■■ '■ ''■ ' - ' died. 



Volv^VI. rf Spy ij/ Paris, a^r 

died tHe deVouFing Eltnteni. But h feO out «t an * 
unlddkf SeaiSi; when the Wind was high» »sA 
fifmi jt»Bftilertt (garter b^ew tliaFlstoiesfuUWeft, - 
which fpr^ing North and Soathy^demQlifli'd all 
before them> laying the greateft Part of that rich - 
a&d famous City in AA;ea. 

Some afcribe this to aP/^/of theFr>9rir; othert-^ 
term it a Judgment of Goi^ for their Rebellion, - 
Fride, and other crying Sins* Whilfl with equal^r 
Probability^ a third Sort affirm^ Twaa contrived • 
and put inExecutJoabya Cabal i)f Carp$nters?aA 
MafiM^i Tvho, .w«ntsi)g.£aiploymeat» and^pro* 
je^g the Method of enriching themfd^ves^ dif^' 
daining M> the inartificial and obfolete Form of 
Buildings, reiblvM to put this City into a new Fir 
gore, and raife it according to- the-Modals of fo* 
reiga ArcbiteBun, Eveiy one. guefies as -his Af- ~ 
ftdions incline him^ or hia Conjo^iines follow the* 
Byafs of his Iatereft.( Men are aiwt^^. partial to.-« 
themielves and 'the Cauie.. they. have. v-e^us'd*^ 
<rtf^only knows the Troth.^i 

TheSuijperilitioas among xht Rgmgn-Qatholuks 
take Occauon fronp the Timing of this horrible* : 
Obnflagradon^ to infult-o'eKitbe.Efl|^/(/& Frtf^tf/y/;; V 

who fron> fbme obfcure Paflages in the.^^ of., 
their G^/, ufed to forete^ in a Propketi^ Man- 
ner, That the final .Rtti»' and CatafiropheiOi-xRome^ - 
would happei -in this Year 1666 > WJacreas, by, 
filtal Expenenee^ more fore thah vain Predidiona, ^ 
they find the M^tf^ii jDf.thek.own .Nadon £e-^ 
ducM' to Aftics. 

Wboe¥crare th«\Iaftniment8r'itt*thcfe fr/jrj^/V/,. , 
*t& certain the Dafigns of FaU are ftill performed. 
Every K4ifj[dm^^aUr^n(L Commttnkyi has its cri-« 
ileal Kiio£-%ncLC)in)a6le29> whemn it buffers De^ 

»g « ■« rn^m « -411 tr « «• «. :« • « •«« « * « * « • 
#<>« » fkjkjk «,i* » « ♦ * * ».♦ ♦^^ * ♦ * ^t*^ 
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• ^bh^Bi^i thi ItiJian Pnfad mnU^ns^ $n4'fa)it^ 
Uis ^ng to tbi Ltfs offome.P^rt ftbePysMck, 
Letter fuffa^i t9 hi t^m off by €i4»^e, ^f, ox/m^ \ 
etbir OuaJi4M. 

Paris, 2d of the wtb Mooit, 
9f tbeTiar 1666. 

L E T T ER XVi: 

21? Caxa Haly, Phyfician to tbi Grand 

. Signior. 

I Am • mdandioiy^ be^o&d the DeTeriptioQ of' 
Painter J J PmSj or die liveljr Eloquence o£t 
QUer; Mech]ni»» Ym, fome exodek Being i %k 
}jerfe6l Porttgner on Earth; a Stnusger to its Lmwsj 
and -MiodnMi 'I appear, to. other Mortais like a^ 
Giafar or Frank in hi». Weilem DreTa at Mtrocte^. 
Babyknr or' Cmftantiniffie> I mean not for myy 
outward Habit, (for in that I'm conformable enoughs 
to the Mede of the Regi9n where I reiide) bat Txxh- 
vXi unfaihionable witMn ;• ridiculous in mv Send* 
ments and Convei^fation. When others laugh, L 
itgh^ and find a Reafon to be fad, in the midftof 
iiierry Company. Even Wine itfelf, that' exhila— 
letes all the World beiide, does bnt increafe ^y: 
Melancholy, by adding Strei^th. unto my labour^ 
ing Thoughts. It fublimates my, Spirits up to 
Sacred Phrenfies. I am all. Luhatick at foch a. 
Time. Each Gla& creates new Dreams mor^ 
.wild than the ftrangc Flights and Raptures of a 
Santone. My heated Spleen^ like Mount QibeJg^ 
belches forth horrid. Clouds of Smoak and Yar- - 
pours, which Is^ long fmothering in its fpQtigf. 
Caverns i, tbefe quickly fprQid.a])d ^xo/er' all^ thft 

^Horizon 



,< 



ToLVL tf Spy c4 Paris. 25J; 

Horizon of-myf SouU rendring it daxkand gloomy^., 
as the Cimwierian Solitudes> or the more difmalt 
Valleys bcMrdering on the River >5/jrJir, where furly 
Cbaro7iyf9XXs to ferary o'er the Caravans of trem- 
bling Gi^iT/^^ and lauod them in £i^«^. 

Oh ! that thofe Fai/ei of the antient Pitets were 
but true ! or that I knew but fomething certain of- 
our Future State ! whether the Soul furvives or no^ 
when Death has ftopt the Circulation of our. 
Blood?. And what becomes of that Immortal Sub^ 
fiance^ after its parting from ^zBsdj? Whether 
it pafs.by Tranfmigration into the Embryo oi fomc, 
ether Anima], as Pythagoras taught ; or be uni- 
l;ed».fwaUowed up^ and loQi'm lYi^ Unwerfal Soul 
of the Worlds as Plato did believe?. Or, if fome 
other Mi^net does attra£l its iPreJenee ^ and hidden 
Sympathies of Nature teach it to form itfelf a Ve- 
hicle or Body of the £Iements ? Perhaps, fome 
Stftf/t unite with Air» whilil others piix with Wa.-« 
ter, Earttv ^r purer Skies. This for its horrici 
Sins in/ mortal S^te, msff be by the Eternal 
Nemefis {\xnk down into, the fai^ Caverns of Moujotj. 
^tfta, Str0mbolOr or Vefuvius ; there to incorpo-i 
];ate with burning Riv-eis and Lakes of Sulphur an^i. 
other Minerals^ to hear perpetually, the frightful^:: 
Cracking^. Rumbiingp and loud Thunders of thofer 
Wernal Vaults;: to be, without Intermiifion» an-^ 
noy'd with the etem^ Stench of melced Mines^i.. 
w^fe poignant Vapours equally kill it and revive: 
it every Momenti that it may be confined to an 
^dleis Circle of Miferies : To feel the ezcrucia-*- 
ttng Torments which no Tongue can utter i whilft.. 
the in^eiTant rapid Motion of thofe exalted and 
vaoft violent Fires,, with v^ich it is embodied hy-: • 
Decree of Fate^ rob it of the. vo-y Poflibility of the 
ifeaft eafy Thought, or quiet Minjate ; and at tha 
ime |ime racL it witlt infini^ Tortunes.. 

ThinJk 
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' Think not, my dear PJhjfician, that it is impof- 
fibk a feparate Spirit can thus be feniible of Pains. 
Hiere^s no fach Thing 93 a fep^iate Spirit, fkve 
God who made all Bodies, and therefore was be- 
fore them. The i//rj^f// themfdves are partljr cor- 
poreal ; fo are the Devils'; ]>>iiot believe then,, 
diat mortal Man» who is in a middle State between:' 
thefe two> ihall by dying, gain a Privilege above 
the moft illulbious Spirits in Heaven. As foon as.. 
Death has dillodgM us from one Body, Ihtkus Pro^^ 
videuee, or Fate provides us another^ according- to<^ 
oar Qualmes, IhcHhationt and Merits. We may ' 
as well by Metempjjcbafis, become the Spirit ox Soul^ 
of a flaming Sulfur-Mine, or at leaft oS ibine Part 
rf it, as of a Horfe, an- Eagles or a Dove : For* 
fach, for onght we know, may be thr Dilpofition* 
of DiviAe Wifildm, Jufticc, and Omnipotence. 

By the yetTj fame Reafon another Soiti may be; 
tnn^rted to the open j happy Skies^ where it may 
either rangjB -in boundlefs, .ftee, and'feitne Tra^r 
of J5^^<-orbe\cnfTTmchis*d in the Corporatidnr of 
the Stars, to dwell in Palaces of Azure, Tcfazes^ 
ictiA Diamonds ; to poffefs Provinces more rich thair 
in Peru or Guiney, where the Rttftidcs plow up- 
Gold, more beautmiLand pleaiaiit than the famouf^ 
Fields of Theffidj. God- know« what wilKbccomc* 
of us after our Diffolution : Birt the Ignorance of 
iSth one Truth occaiions all'tny MdanchoJy^ 

Watk is not formidable trf" itfcif, nor alrthe do- 
]ftx)us Gircumftances that prcced^-it: *Tis only- 
whik^ comes after, raifcs all my;Teitof.' Wert l*to^ 
melt away ittlingring Agues and Confamptionsj* -or 
to befooner -pofted bff in high-wrought Fcvcrj,- 
FJeurilics, or Picftikncer Or if it were my Fate to 
d^by Piftol, Sword, or Poifou, or any bmcr-Kindi 
#f iloMr or fudden Dfeath,'vall<3itted''ine froatC^ancs 
or tfature','PhfVfden€tofFatti'^<3i^W'Heavfn con-- 
fiune mein .a Trice by Lightuiiig \ or this Ghbe- 
' witJkt. 
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With eqaai Swiftner9» boiy me in fome furprizing* 
Barthqaake: *Twould be all one to Mahmut, were 
it not for the After-clapB» to which I am a Stranger. 
I tremble at the hidden and nnfearchable Force of 
Naturt: I dread the irreverfible- unknown Decrees oT 
Fate 9 the Seeret Methods of Eternal Deftinj^ the 
haws and Order of the other Worlds in billettmg the* 
Troops of haman Sou is ^ that go to winter there, af^ 
ter tlnsLi9e*8 Campaign is finifh'd; 

Once4n a cxM and frofty Evening; as I 'was tn» 
veiling o*er a bleak widb rlain, and felt the pene<^ 
ttating BJafIs of NbrtH-Eaft Wmds, with chilling;, 
Sleety which fell upon me fironl the- Glonds^; niy. 
Sfuiits alfo tir^d with* tedious Jburneys* and^my 
anxious Thoughts being wholly taken up^aboat a 
Reiting-Piace that Night, and how to avoid the 
Aflaults of Robbers, with a thoufand other Perils, 
^ireatning a Stranger on the RoM ; ^t length I 
ehancedrto think of the-untry'd and remote Voyage 
I muft one Day make to another W^rld. It chill*d . 
my Bkx>d to imag^e the difconfolate naked Cir-^ 
cumflances of a Separate Soul; which, for ought l-t 
knevf , might be bewildered, h%~ and forc'd to> 
wander up and down through untrack^d Wailes ofn 
mifty frozen Air, where the inhofpitable Element*' 
affords no Guides, noj: Qaravanferds to comfbrtlefs^., 
poor, ftraggling G^^ifivnkfs.they would accept a., 
liodging in fomc Qdud,^ the* (Eiltem and Ch^iot' 
nf Rain, Hail, or Snow; .there to incorporate with 
the unwelcome MeUor^t and be .whirPd round the- 
Globe f or elfe precipitated, down to Earth, again in 
Showers ;. from thence perhaps to be exhal'd by< 
die Sun,, and mix'd with Embryo'^s of Ligbtnifigf.. 
Fiery Dragons, Ignes Fatui, or other Bodies hourly . 
Haming in the Welkin^ and thus to circulate la 
cndlefs Tr an/migrations. Who knows the Qrcum* 
ikaces of departed- Souls^ or Laws o^ a Separata 
Siate t Let hua deciarc.wbat Uiage we ihaU £nd inv 
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that invifible and dark Recdi from Ufe : He QtiU 
be then eilcem'd more dun Apalh, by the penfirs 
Maintitf. Not the old DeifbUk OrtcU could, re- 
ceive greater Reverence from the inijuifitive World j 
nor Mtcea now fiom devout MuJfuimMnFilgrims\.. 
or Medina Talaabi, where the FrQfbel rdb in 
Pewe, than fuch an one Ihould have from me, who 
could with unfeigned Truth difcover how we (hall 
be difpos'd cJ when we die.. But I am doy'd andi 
naufeatcd with dull Romance* of the PritJIi and 
Dtnitbu. 

lAj Friend, let tboo and I learn to improve ih6 
Joy* of prefeat Life, and not by damn'd M^akes, . 
deprive our feWes of double Happiiie& But let us 
f« comport ouf felvei, that our IranJmigratiaH may. 
be butfromthePleafuteeof £dr(^ to thofe of J^btfr 
vtui from one Paradifi lo another. 

Barifc M rftbi ift Maaa, , 
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L- E T T E R XVII. 
J'^ Kerker Haffan, Bafla. 



THE BleiGngs of God and Kis Prophet chear 
thy Heart, as thou hail exhikrated mine by 
thy laft Letter, wherein thou encourageft me with 
the Hopes of being removed from this difagrecable 
Foil, to one more delightful and liaj^y^ even to a 
fweet Country Retirement, either in Arabia^ or any 
other Part of the Qrand Signior's Dominions, which 
IS the very Mark of all my Wifhes. 

I have a naturai Averlipn for great and populous 
Cities. They feem to be fo many magnificent .Se- 
pulchres of the Living, where Men are HiQt up, bof 
prifon*d» a^d buried from all Commerce with.tlic 
l^lementB ; or they are like IJoffitats and Pifi-Hitufis ■ 
where People crowd, infeft, and ftink one another 
to Peath with a thoufand Pollutions. They hivQ 
tbgeth^ lijce Bees^ and rbuifd their Apartmentii Igi^ 
Parknefs Lite Nells of Pifmires, they trudge up^ 
gnd down, all the Sumjuer of their Youth, to heap 
up Treafutes, that they may fpcnd the Winter oi 
their Old A^e in loathfbme Eafe, and benumm*d 
Stypidity % i>oit4af i^g to yqitur^ out of the Purlieu 
of their nally, fmoafcy Habitations, and yet they're, 
ready to be diHed with their own Breath. 
': /Tii withPktfu^e I coptempbte the Fac^ of the 
jji^;?/ Earth, before it wj^s cjefofm^d by the unne- 
ccflary Arts of the Carpenter^ Smitb, and Mafin : 
When Men h?d no other Houfes, fave what they 
made themfclvcs, every one foi; his Family, of the 
Branches and Boughs of Trees, interwoven with. 
Ofi^A Rccd& anq Ivy » and cQv<er*d thick wlt^ 

Leaves 
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Leavei and Grafs to fheker them from Wind, Hail: 
Rain, and other Injuries of Wbitler. Or perhaps 
fome had found oat a Den or Cave in the Earthy 
or the Hollow of a Rock, for a 6an£^uary in fuch 
Cafes, where they rcpos'd in pc|;fc£l TranquilKty, 
without Fear of Snares or Violence, without Appre- 
heniiou' of Robbers, or any tragical Surprize. 
They went out and in, flept and wak'd, labour 'd 
and rcfted in Safety and Quiet. . Ararice,. Enty, 
and Injuflice had not as yet corrupted the Minds 
of Mbrtali. Thef Eartk brought forth Corn, 
Herbage, and Fruits, without th« Husbandman V 
or Gardener's Labour: All Places abounded with 
Plenty of innocent Rcfrefhments, and thofe pri- 
mitive Inhabitants coveted no more. The Cattle 
and Bees adbrded them Milk and Honey, and the 
Fountain- Waters were generous as Wme. This 
Qkbt was a compleat Paradife^ and no miftakenr 
2eal had taught Men reli^oufly to invade one a- 
nother's Rights, and ih a pious Fury to murder 
titek Neighbours, in hopes of meriting^ HiaviU 
licrcafter. There was no fnch Thing a& Bigotry 
%r Superllition to be foand among any of Humad 
Race. The Lmo of Nature was in univerfal Force: 
"Every Man purfu'd theDi^t^ of Reafon, without 
ftearkning after tUlilietu Sipbtftrf, SscrtJ Fih 
ties. 

' But when once the Lncce of Gold had corrupted 
Mend Manners, and they, not contented with the 
Riches arid Sweets which thqr daily cropt from the 
Surface of the Eartb, had found a Wav todefcend 
into her B6wds, ftung with an infatiable l)efu-e of 
hidden Treafures ; then be^an Injuflice, O^pref- 
£on, and Cruelty to take place. Men made Endo- 
fiires to themfelves, and encompals*d a certain Por- 
tion of Land.with^Hcdges, Ditches, and 'Pales, to 
fence them ffom the Ihvafions of others; for tht 

Guilt- 
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-Guilt of tlicir own vicious Inclinations filPd them 
with Fearsx and made them jealous of one another. 
•They built themfclvcs ftrong Holds, Fortreflw, 
'Oiftles, and^ Cities : And their Terrors increafing 
with their Criminal PofTeffions, they perfuaded 
themfelves, that the very Elements would prove 
their Enemies, if not paci£ed by JBribes and Pre- 
fcnts. H^Bce fprrnig the firft Invention of Altars 
and Sacrifices i and from thefeyain panick Fears of , 
Mortals, the G^i/deriv'd their Pedigree. Foroiic 
built a Temple to the Sun^ another to the M90n\ ^ 
third to JupiUfy Mars^ or the reft of the Ffanets, 
Some ador*d the Fire^ others the Water of Wind, 
Everyone ft tup tohimfelf faeha (^<y</ashe fancied 
would be propitious to him. Thus Error beixig, 
equally propagated with Human Nature^ thejr 
- created an infinite Rabble of imaginary Deities^ 
'paying to thofe Idels 'CtA fupreme and incommu- 
nicable Honoun, due only to the Mtirnal EJ/enct^ 
Father zxi^S$ure€f3S9MT\axk^, 

firiiiks, they liv^d in tntolmble Pride »)d Luxa* 

' TYi in conibiit Wars and Steile, in Darkne(s, Igno* 

ranee, and Confofion. I fpeak of fuch^as dwelt in 

• Cities, and were incorpomted together by one com- 
mon Intereft. For ftiil thett retsain'd fome who 
obey'd the Original LawsotNature^ and the Tradi* 
tms of Primitive Humanitj. 

Thefe dwelt in Teat^, or other moveable Habi- 
tations, as our Countrymen the jifais do at this 

* Day with the Tartars t4eir Brethren. They fcorn*d 
to faften themfelves to the Earth,, by polTefling 
any Vtut of it in Propriety:' Every Frdd* tm 
Wood, Hill and Valley, River and Well, were 
with them in cofldmon. Thty firaggled whither 
they pleafed. 

This it the Life io emulated by me, ofri&ftead 
of that, at ieoft a Retirement from^ Cities, that I 
maje breathe oat my Jaft Hours in a free Air, remote 

ftooL 
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from the ftifibg Company and Contagion of Mor- 
tals. I long to range at Liberty through unfre- 
quented Paths of Defert Ground, oVr wUd, un- 
poliihM Heaths; from thence infenfibly tofallintso 
(bme venerable Solitude, where the dry, n^efly 
Barks of Trees, in filent Charadierg proclaim the 
Antiquity of the Place ; and gentle Whifpers of the 
Wind inftru^ the Methods of PUtwick Lot^e; 
infpire ilrange Papons, which we never felt before, 
and teach ys to converfe with Satyrs, Nymphs , and 
other harmlefs Tenants of the Shades, How great 
is the Pleafure to be thus furpriz'd with fome har- 
monious, warbling Stream, orfilei^t, ibft, dttip^. 
Ciyllai River ^ to (peak Incognito with Dryads^ 
Hamadryads, and the fporting Eeho\i to He dif- 
folvM in loofe, yet innocent Enjoyments on the 
Banks, to talk with Nature, with Immortal SuS^ 
Ranees, and with Eternity it felf ? Oh God/ is npt 
thisraviihiJigt 

'Tis difficult to fay, whether it would b6 pl6»^ 
bat or painful to rotorn from thefe inefiabie Pa- 
.rades of the Sou/% to our domeftick Fetidtiea, tho* 
«vett ia a ntnd Life» which I acknowledge to he 
the happteft on B^th* Xfit there to trace the^ 
Herds and Flocb, to walk amidil the high^grown. 
Corn, and Grafs, to pluck the bearded Ears of Bar- 
ley, to let our Eyes rowl o*er the valioas Figures 
.of the Wind^biowA Wheat and Millet, our Nd^ to.. 
iuck thefragont Airs of Marjoram, Thyme, Oran- 
ges, and Lemons, with innumerable Spices ; our 
- £ar& to hear the inimitable Mdody of Birds, and e- 
very. Senfe to be tranfported, fnatchM away, and 
loft in facred Extafxes ; muil needs be rankM among . 
the higheft Kinds of earthly Pleafuies. 

But to defcend from thofe Enjoyments, to the- 
meaneft and moft common Diverfions of « Country- 
Life ; methinb there^s fomething peculiarly charm* 
ipg in the veiy ellenge Situation of the Uoufes ; , 

whc- 
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whether itie on the Brow of a HilJ, or the Bot- 
tom of aValley; in the Midft of a Wood, or the 
Opening of a Heath ; on the Side of a Road, or 
in fome obfcare Comer of the Country. 'Tia agree- 
able, when waking in the Morning, to hear the 
Bleating of Sheep, Lowing of Oxen, Screaming, 
"Qttaekin^, and Crowing, of Qtt^ty Ducks, Cocks, 
a;nd other Home-bred Animals ; to hear the louder 
Winds, threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
demolilh Houfes, and remove the Globe it felf, if 
poffible, from off its Bafis* This would' be betier 
Mufick tome for a Change, than a Confort oT^Dul- 
timer Sy ^beorb^Sy timbrels 9sA Viols, Human Na* 
ture delights in Variety, and there is a certain au- 
dacbus Cttriefity in the ^oul^ which loves to venture 
on Extremes. The Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of 
Hog^t Camels,* Dromedaries, and other neceflary 
rural Bealls, would pleafe me better than the con- 
Hant tedious Eafe, and fulfome Sweets of Court or 
City. . I fweat whUft thus fhut up within thcfe Walls : 
It cloys nie to be daily walking in a Circle ;- totram* 
pie always o'er the fame Ground, in a vaft Labyrinth 
of Houfes, where my Senfes meet nonevrrefrefli- 
ing Obje^b but my Ears are hourly naufcated, vcxM 
and tir'd with the ratling Din of Coaches, Carts, 
Artificers, and the harfh Voices of fuch as fell Flefti> 
Filli, and other Things about die Streets. My Eyei 
can find no grateful Profpefts, but dafli'd with fiirJy 
rugged Looks of proud and wealthy Infidel si or 
with the fly fatyrick Smiles of well-ftiap'd People, 
who contemn me for my bandy Legs, and crooked 
Back. 

In a word my dear Baffay I long to feci the 
gentile Breezes of the Eafty purifying my Soui^ and 
deanfing it 'from fo many Pollutions. ' I languifh 
fbrthe Sight of Tarr^^fx and CrefcentSy for the de- 
vout Call of tit'Muezins on 'the lofty Minarets : I 
die in Contemplation of the facrcd Fafts and Feafts, 

the 
% 
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the nofhinMil Jeyi of R0miza$, ths Rtfvds and 
chetifttl UlaminitioDs of Beiramf aod the, Jmpirial 
Dunklmt^s. When I think of th<^c thinga^ my Soui 
burfts forth m fervent Invocation, aad ^\^ Fa* 
calty criesy Alla^ Alia» 

May ch^ Divifit 2xA Immwtid Ont hear my 
Prayen, and grant me the HapDinefs to fee the Face 
of noble Kirktr Hajfan^ \x\ an Horizon pve and free 
from the Defilement of li^fidels^ 

'rftbiTear i66y. 



i**i 



LETTER XVIII. 

To Ifouf, bis Coufin,. a Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

I Sent zDiffatch to thee in the Year 16^4, where- 
in, among other things, 1 recommended our. 
Couiin ^oljman to thy Friendfhip and Patronage, if 
ever he ihauid travel to Aftracan^ as I advised him. 
For tlioa kneweft he has a roaming Geniusy without 
tjie Wit to improve himfclf in any Foreign Country j^ 
^nlefs he has.a Friend to guide and takeC^e of him : 
And then *twii] be a difficult Talk to make him {fixi' , 
ftb}e where he is. He'U always think he is vvithin, 
the Verge of the Grand ^igniur*^ Hunt, where he, 
may domineer at large, under the Notion of a Re- . 
taincr to the Sultan. He's a grange humourU 
Feilow. 1 know not what to make of him. . He's 
sbs changeable ztProtfUSiOx^CamfHon : Som^^^mfi^^ 
religioufly^ dull and phlegmaiick) like a Hadgfi di\ 
another Seafonyou ihallfeel his Pulfe beating (o the 
'Tune>^ of youthful Pride* Ambition^ Lull, and or 
tbcr Vicei. To Day he'd be a Den'icb4,,Santpnpt 

or 
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or any thing VBOi bears the Form of HoUnefs : But 
tfhcri'h^s flept npon't,' the vain young Convert 
would return again to the World, and be a Soldier, 
Gburticr, Phifcflbrof the Law, or any thing that 
makes a -Fi^rc in the Eyes of Men. So unwelcome 
are'the -ri^dPaths of Virtue to a Soul not well eiU* 
bliflied in its Printifks, 

And yet our Coufin Sj/yftfa/f, a^ I am told,- is the 
Mujfulman of the lAjfiilmuns, as to his Exterior.- 
IVith Hand devoutly laid tcj'Bfeafl, and humbleft 
Couch o'th' Head, he gives x\it Salem to his Friends 
and Neighbours: Soft, as the Signs of Muies in the 
Seraglio: Humble as the Grecian Chapman, walking 
through the Streets, is forc'd to imitate, when he is 
heftorVl by the rampant Janizaries. 

But, oh my Coulm Ifouf, 'tis Grief to fay, that 
Solyman, Partaker of "our Bloody is bafe, ungniteful^ 
and perfidious: That he ihould be thus unnatural, 
ihjdying the utmoft Period of our Life; inftcad of 
honelt, juft, and noble Prefents, to prolong it. 

I had Rcafon, long ago, to compare him to Pon- 
tius Pilate; and if I had gone on, and fcum'd off all 
the moft enormous Crimes of human Race, 'twould 
be too little to exprefs his Enmity ^^n^Mahmur, 
the kindeft Uncle, and the trueft Friend, that e'er 
poor Solyma/f could boaft of. i 

But he is Regenerate, and that's too little, with- 
out the mouin&l Sighs of thee and m^ to incrcafe 
the Aggravation of his Crime. ^ 

In fine, hlfcs our Kinfman, and let rfe fhew Mer- 
cy. He has bctei' perfidious t<5 me, and I would 
retrench the Words I iiaVe^fpoken in his Difgrace. 
If he comes to Jftracarly do as thou pleafcll : But 
have an ^^t over thine own Affairs. Take not So- 
lyman for an MgeL He is ftiJl but a 7urbant-m2ki^i ; 
a frolickfome Blade j and a Merchant that makes a 
very fmall Figure. 

Couiin 



